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To 

FRANCIS WARDEN, Bag., 

• ^Chief SecreUry to OoTemme&t, 
I Sis, 


I bftVd hafl th^ honour, in t separate letter of this date, 
to explain the parttaalars of • the setUement of rerenue 
of each of the ooRectoratee in the Dekhaa, for Foelee 
1230, and to exhibit a detailed account of the chargee j 
but havidg, in the course of my tours, during the last 
and preceding cold seasons, had an opportoniiy of hold- 
ing a personal communication with m the Ic^ officers 
in the districts north of the Eisna^^t ia incumbent 
upon me further to stbiSit, for the consideration of Got- 
ernment, the additional information which I hare been 
able to glean from actual observation of the present sys¬ 
tem of management. As I halted at a great number of 
vilingos in the ^colloctorates of Poona, Ahmednnggur, 
and Khandosh, for as many days as were reqmsito for an 
examination of thrir accounts, and for an inquiry into 
local usages, I may, with th# more confidence, ondeavonr 
to explain tho manner generally in which the fiscal ad¬ 
ministration is conducted under the existing plan of a 
Byutwar settlement. 

2nd. The experience of above two' years and a half 
has already enabled me to show, how far the schemes 
projected by Mr. Elphinstone, for augmenting and im- 
roving the finances, and for retrenching the expenditure, 
ave been accomplished. How far the pnenl line of 
policy has been pumoed or departed fr^, and in what 
degree the result has been favourable or otherwise to the 
popularity of our Government, and to the interests of the 
several classes of our new subjects, will be points which 
I shall advert to in the sequel. 

Srd. On the subject of tho affairs of the Dekhan gene¬ 
rally, the comprohensive/nd lomiaone Report of the 
Honourable the Ute Commj ioner has, however, anticipated 
a portion of the infoimation of value that seemed 
desirable. I must, therefore, solicit indulgence, if my 
presont report shall iu many respects appear defective, 
and shall contain some repetition of matter already so 
ably recorded, 
acsi^ 
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4ifa. The fioaDcia] Report/ irbich 1 had the honoor io' 
ionAfd to OorenuDeot <« the Idth Jane l*st> 
the improTemente whkh here eotaaBr taken jdaoe m the 
resonroee <rf the Deu&n, oontmstea.with ^oae whicAi* 
were anticipated bj the Honoarable tibe late Covimumian^ 
er, as steten in his Keport to the Bvpreme OorerDment. 
The short abatraot Mow ahdtrs the nnprorementa fa one 
point .of Tiew, and I hare only here to remarki that manj 
of these which were ezpectM to enane in ten jeara, 
hare been in a great deg ret brooght aboni ifi jeara 
It ia neoeaaaiy to obaerre that there ia a diacrepancj. 
betwessi tile Btatemont of redoctioDa annexed to mj fie- ' 
ranue Letter of this-date/ and that now sobmitteo, the 
former being taken from the aotual aooonnta of Fualee 
1229/ whilst the ^peiuee shown in the ktter from 
5 R. of Mr. Elphinstone's are merely estimated. 

There is also a difference arising from the clawication of 
SibnndteS/ as oiTil oxpensea, or senarately as Sibandies/ 
which oocaaiona a slight variation/ bnt the amount » too 
inconsiderable to aifect the general aoonracy of the au-' 
conntfc ‘ 


The abstract is as follows-^ 


hifttoMe of Revenue, 


prrSuw* AtHvM Imprw- 


iMfit ir& m 


^uSUtlK 
Jte.ioa hnan. 


•Btitf. •ftpMtori Id MSDonI 


■uad la 
Jaa. lOa 


1-MbRa- 


imJoM 


alraadj 


leoabuia 

tBpTDV^ 

DCAt. 


J 6e,S0^ I 10 ,00 ,000 1 SS.60.gftS H6.SS.4 IiJH7A%UO^ 7,(0.115 

Re^luctum of Experutee^ 

BxpaiMai 

k»ptr SDdnaSeM Uh7v«v9 IMUdm 6i«iaf dI* IVvnaijilif 

BMiFo.dS. tnsknmiM nip«tad t« tiMj itnoS ra^yidM* Mducrboiii* 
fromUl Jab. ta^M. laJuoe Bd. 

IWQ. ISM 


Caosnit* « { 

moe ... 4.00.000 3.00,000 1,00,000 1.86.58fi HMM 66,586 

Oiri} ... 17.42.572 7,60.000 10,42,571 i3,20.85a <15,706 2.84,202 


Sibnnd- 


^ac. <50,000 4,00,000 4,50,000 5.75,60(M 2.74,400 

Anxilia- 

IJM ... 17,14.630 12,00,000 5,14,«|0 4.SO.OOOj 12,34,530 


2,74.400 1,25.600 


70.29.1S0 I KOO,000 1 54.26, ISO 
ToUl MTug ...1 4<20.000 I 


A5d expected in- 
ereeee of revenue 10.00,000 

Total ii^TOvemeat. 52,00,000 

bttprotemeet to be effected in 7} jeen 


.052; 10.59.528 1 5.4<472 
31.97.580 i 10,88,»b 


49,00,606 


2.99, 


2,99, 


Meet a- 
KM Is 


82,00.000 
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fUu F^r • psrticaUr tcooimt f)f tlie estaat of each 
colleetorate in aqiuM milesj I heg leera tomfer ^ ^ 
azMwan of Colaotora bo tnr qiieriea. 1 had enter- A, B» 
tained hopes before this period mi I ahont^haye re- • 

beired re^lar atatUtioal tables &em each of the CoU 
leotOfSi drawn up fiom acbaal rotnma of the popolation 
aiid*V(Dck of the ooanbty, bat the; hare not monad me 
in a form suSoientl; oompletej to enable mo to giye ocw- 
root abatraota of tbe whole. ^ 

Ctb# Bf^the infiwiDation alread; famished} lima; be 
rooffh]; oompated, that the«whole aambrr of aqoare milee 
in me proyinces of Khaodai^ Poono} Ahmednuggari and 
Dharwar ambtmta to 70}000: aod that the aggr(*gat6 of 
the population, eiolmiye of yillagea belonging to Siudia} ^ 

Holur, the Niaam and othera, which arc iotitn^j mixed 
with oat territoiy, is 17,93,700} bat this does not inoludo ^ 
the cit; of Poona, the alionated villsges in that distriof, 
the* late cessions from tho Niaam, nor the wandering 
tribes. By a oompariaon of the royenoes of the exclud¬ 
ed portions of the oountr; with tboswofoar owo posses¬ 
sions in the neighb(KtihodU, the population of which has 
been best asoertsinod, I haro fr^od th{ following esit- 
inate, which I think will bo found yef 7 near theirutli. As 
Colapoor is not ineludodi ‘it oorrespouds noarl; with Hr. 
Klphiustono's e^ftimatc of four millions 

• Sooii. 

Poona. ♦}8i}717 

Niiggnr ... .ft 6,50,000 

KWidoKh ... ... 4,17,978 

Cliurwar .^ 6,8t,l96 

22,36,685 

Southom Jngoors ... 7,78,188 

Sattara ... 7,36,284 

Total 37,51,833 

9 

When complete returns shall hayo boon 'rocrived, the 
result will be bubmittod. 

7th. Tho nuinbor of Ooyeramont yillagcs is 7,229, 
the number of villsgCBalicnatHl ab Jageor, Sarin^in, Ac., 
is 2.252; and tho i»oportioii of alionat^ to Birkiir is about 
lto3j. 

• • Revenne System. 

8th. The settloraent of .each vUlago rises or falls 
with the increase or decrease of coltivation. It 
made b; the OolleoUir and his caiohorr;, ihroiigU tho 
Pakl and Koolkumco. It is profosbudly the Kjuiwar, 
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PriociplM of tbo 
Mttlemont.** Kufig 
ooocpmptoixDeut, 
uftrkeo B. 


ProMoi xyvicm 

•tmilAT io ibot 
of N»u Kiub** 

veoB’i, 


uiA is 80 evmiiaHj, Irat Um icATidad dvtriWtkm is trft 
with a goo^d^ in la^odb to the ofBoOno It 
OQg^t, wli^ made, to be ebod; exusmed, and eosfhiDed 
b;f the JMsAalQldAn'in emj Imt auy of tbm, 

eitbar fh>m want of dtperioDoe ef detnle, or for 
8008 tesa oxODsaUe, do Dot trdatde wMoselres with such 
miDote icvest^alionfl. The Patels ere of oonree best able 
to melee e fair distribution of the Tillege AaMsinent, 
end if we could* trust them with the teaki it wore better 
that they should not be i&ierfered with; ^t owing to the 
abseuoe of effeotoal check on part of the ttamuutdar^. 
it is ohm ii 2 k 0 c|ueUy mede» and the full ad?eotages which 
would resuH alike to the Gbremment and the Bjfut^ from 
an equitable distribuiioD, m not always aooured. When 
tbe Mamulotdar kuows bb bnsinecs^ and eiercises his 
authority with moderation, the system gives great satis* 
faction. Marhatta Matnulutdars sre, however, sometimes 
above their duty^ and as they are worse paid under us 
than under the late OoverameDi, fto panotoal perform* 
anco of so laborious a task as that of making the Jum^* 
mabutidee in detail, is hardly to berescpected from them* 
This is rather a^sadrantage under which the Ryutwar 
system labours m the conquered countries, but thuse who 
condemn all minute scrotini^, may perhaps consider it 
in a different point of view. 

9tb. The princ)}Jo8 on which the oettlemont is direct¬ 
ed to be made,^ro explained iu circular to Collet'tors, 
issued OB the 9th DecembO* 1H20. It has boon already 
submitted to Governmouti but 1 annex a copy to this re¬ 
port fur iucility of reference. 

10th. Thu i^cscBt system does not essential] v differ 
from that wbicn was followed in Nana Furnaweos's time> 
except that the Matnulutdars have uow less discretionary 
authority to incroaso or decrease the routs. The settle¬ 
ment was then fonned according to the village rates or 
Durt, as far as they could be aecortaiped, wh^etber they 
Ka4 their origin iu former surveys, or were founded on 
long established usage. The .welfare of the Ryots was 
ooQBulted, and if the Assesemont was feund too high^ it 
was either redaced> or temporary abatenumts were giunt- 
ed. The Mamalut, or mauagetneni of a District, was 
not given, as has been subsequently the practice, to the 
highest bidder. The Mamulutdar had not, therefore, so 
di^Bct'an interest in rack-renting the district. The s^ * 
tlement was in effeht a village settlomait as far as the 
Ma'mnlotdar was oonomed, ssnoe it was left to the Patel 
t<i settle tlto amount of individuid renta. The Mamu- 
luidar, 1 owever, if he could not realise what ha cenceiv- 
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ed to be a fair itazxdtfd ol eetUmeat from tbe 
seoA bis Karkttu to make tba aettleoaest ia dst^ with 
the BjatSi The system differed, therefore, little from the 
preset mode of setUemen^ except perhws Alt the IV* 
tol has ocoasional opportimities of profiting by euo* 
tionsij^r by oonce^ment of reeottroos to s gr^Uer extent 
than he now has under the CoUeotor^s more vigilant 
euperintendenoe* ^ 

11th. The oontpist to the oompsTafeiTely patrierohal 
scheme of management of Nana Fnrnawees, which ie 
preeeuted* under the farming' system of Bajee Row, hae 
too often described to neM any further illsstration. 
Tlie exactions of the ill paid Agente of Bevenne Oontrao* ‘ 
tors were as oppressive to the Bynts. as they were often 
eubvorsive of the authority of the village offioert. Tbosp 
oppressions no lunger exist, and the l^tiniate infloenoe 
of the Patels is restored. The payments of the Bynte 
are fixed with reference to their cultivation and to the 
reoeipts of former times, after deducting all extraordinaiy 
ofmiribntions or arbitrary exactions. The Patels, too, 
have reaHon to conp^tUlate themselves open the change, 
since they are rolievod from idl extortion, and though they 
raunot abuse their power, they may use it to all legitimate 
purposes, witlioiit any "of the vozations intorfemm to 
which they woro subjected in the latter timee <S the late 
I’eehwa. Tho change may not bo entiuwly aooopta^le to 
a few whoso unauihuri^d emolumonts aro dimimshod by 
<Mir better anporvi^ion, but ia^atisfaotory to the genoraUty; 
and that it is boucficial to the Eyuts, whoso burthens are 
ligliloiicxi, cannot for an iustant bo qnostionod. One of 
Iho chief merits of tho Byutwar systom is that it onablcs 
w to know the llyuts, and them to become acejaaintod 
with us; whilst, under any other mode of settlement, they 
aro kept in tho hack ground, and aro har^y hof^ or, 
except as oornplainanta. The contract inay be prcjitdici^ 
to them in a few iuRtancos whuro the old rates of Assess* 
niout, which had boon long lowurod or abandoned, have 
boon injudioionsly resorted to, but for tho most part it has 
l>oon fovonrahlo in determining the limit of doinond upon 
them and rostmiuing extra exactions, as far as tlioy can 
l>c chocked in tbo present vitiate<l state of Marhatta 
habits, in the oorrertion of which tho antiseptics to cur* 
ruption are so UlUe efficacions. 

* ISih. Tho Principal Collector in the Southern Var- 
hali^a Country, in his report npe^ the sottlcmont, doscribes 
the rules by which he proposes to niakn his J umtnabundec, 
nnUI the survev that has been institutod shall have been 


CofltnfttotiM 
Cinaing fyiteza. 


nnUl the survey that has 
ocmploted. 


Soulhera Mar> 
hatU Coontry. 
UnJM eetahUsh. 
ud U Dkftrwsr/ 
Jummabiui* 
gopATi for 
ISSO. 
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iCr. TbAekmy’t isd|« SiilMr be o( Ui .uBiftufcf mebae the 

^ TiBage«KowMinir ee^lwiymt^mll tte jfiU^fes in ei^ij 

TorgmoM^ni the BTvImr or individn^^ dta^ibctipn <» 
the rent <4^ or aore ti&wee M eedi. tbe Bfntiw ol. 
tbereet bmg inn& W Ibe aWoolntdirtitd ebedEed by % 
revision on tine part ot tlu Collector* In oeaes ^ alt^* 
cation respectiug the Ear amoant ot lodividad rents or 
allotment cA the dispute is settled by a Pnndayet 
of B^ta* The same ooorae is foUoired wlm Bynts timw 
np tneir fidds, and a differenee of opinion ariac e as tq the 
portion of ffood and bad to be.retaoed/ Whaiiapa^ is 
* t^Hnqniihsdi it is required that the aneacs of the coitent 
year shall be paid op« and that tinidy notice of intentioii 
to quit be prevtoo^ given. Ziand improved by the stock 
ana labour of the Kyat is allowed to be redatmed, though 
temporarily abandoned^ provided the arrears of the 
assessment are diacharg<(^ Great encoaragement is held 
oat to tboee who form tanks or dig wells, the dry land 
assessment only being taken for a ooirrse of yearsi with 
reference to the expense inoumd; and at the end of the 
periodi a share equal to a third oi^ fifth of the land so 
cultivated, is given in Bnam to the improver. The 
TcoarunM, or grass lands, are rented out as asad, with the 
rasorration of a small portion as common for the vilh^ 
cattle. Distraint of the implements of hosbendry and 
tradejs on no accoont allowed. As .a security against 
antennded cImdui to reinissions, all the Pattaha provide 
that the whole body of ByutSfShal] be coUoctively renpon* 
sible for bdanocs, bat the general rospoosibility for indi¬ 
vidual failures is not enfold, cxoept in very peculiar cir¬ 
cumstances; and all balances of one year arc remitted, if 
not realised before the firstKist of the following season* 
Mr. Tfaackeoy also proposes that no distraint ox a Byut^s 
property %h2l be allowed on the part of private creditors, 
aniess the creditor agree to pay the Byut’s rent, a propu- 
aition well calcalated, I think, to secure the ri^ts of Gov¬ 
ernment, which are otherwise Itablo to be compromise. 
In order to enconrage the unemployed soldiery and others 
to betake themselves to agrienUure, the CoUoetore allow 
to sucb persons a remissioD in the faD rent, which varies 
according to soil and circumstances. He adverts to the * 
monopdy by the district Zunoeendsn of the r^hts 
Patels end Eoolknmees of villages, an isconvenienoe 
which {wevaila to a jgreat extent in some Cfl the 8oatheni\ 
distriote, and which efibotnally prevents the Oovemmsnt 
officers from aoqoiring iny knowledge of the mteinsl 
resources of some of tee aiuhals. I agree with h4«i in 
thiakmg that tee only remedf for this Muse, is to remora 
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enrh Zomoendarfl from the mi RoolkAr&eedupi oo 
ptoA of theit* nalTemtioQ or tnoapaoify. 

14tL * With e view to the improrement of teder vfl* Berdv vUiifit. 
Uge^which heve aoifered more thui otifim frcn ploadefi 
JA. iWkerty aagMU that tbej ahooid be diipoaed of 
at & low fixed rent iot four or fire yoare, tmtil aarre^ e 

fair aaseeamont ahall hare been fixed on each acre of limd» 
by which tneani dofcT waste will be rendered valuable* 

Ine measure propoeed differe from a village leaae^ whidt 
placed the Syate at the merej of the renter, inasmuch 
as it in intended that the Collector ^11 retaia auper- 
intoudeuce the Koolwar diatribotioa, and tllmb; be 
onablod to prevent abuses. Tho scheme appears to me 
to be unobjectionable, if it bo so managed, that the agri* 
cultural stock and population of other villages be not* 
drawn oft to the cultivation of those on the frontier. 

15th. I have already submitted to Govermnent a trana- to 

ktion of some {Moral orders istuod by hir. Thackeray for 
the guidance d his Amuldars, and tho inferior di|triot 
sorvante; they are dr%wmup with judgment, and when 
vigikntlv ouforoed, cannot taO to provo of infinite adran* 
lagu to the proaperity of the Byuts and to tho intoieeft of 
Oovommonl 

16th. In my'Report of tho 5th Kovomber, I rocani- 
tulatcd from each C<»Iloetor^a Jdmuiabandee letter the 
mo<{o in which thoy respectively edndootod the Byntwar 
settlomont, as far as 1 wsa Aabled to do so from their 
esplsoatioQB { for any more partietUar infonnation on this 
head I beg leave to f^or to thoto docomente. 

17th. Any olaoidation that may be required of the Jam* ^haadaA. 
mahondee erf Khandesh will be furnished by ^e figured 
slatements which accompany Captain Briggswr^rtof 
tlio 18th Uooombet last, and bv my cormspoudeuoo with 
that Officer. On my arrivsd in Ehandesh in December last, 

[ found that the Political Agent, owing to the want of all 

accurato accounts by which to determine the rates of rent, 

had caused a meMurenient to be made of tho oulti* KoaiMiuremeot 

vated lands, and had framed and partially introduced “^mawiniiut. 

new tobies of assessmont, founded, as ns states, on 

the average oontributionB of the Byuts in any shape 

for the last ton years. In thoee tobies the land wss divid* 

ed into three sorts, classed with reference to the depth of 

toil, asoertoined by diggiug it, and for each sort in each 

Mohs) one uniform rate of rmit was estofaliiJh^ It hav* 

ing, however, in the absence of all anlhentio records, been 

impossible to find out what the Byuts really had paid indi* 

^dually for the ten preceding the airaagcmant, as 
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might bwn foretold^ MM to giro gnml citjftlto* 
ttozL Ib «ffect| it Tptoinotd m uWUm aad mtW Tidtmt 
dtoraUoQ in the qaeatoa oi mt pefible hf mck onlti* 
Ttoor. ftnd the ifteqaelitiee tme to loedl; esd eo iutiT 
compWned of by ^oee whose Tents were reised 
deemed it proper *to point oot to C^iteiB Brtoge the is- 
lariooe ooneeqaenoee were UMy to reeeltmin them, 
^e enbject nmg eboedf before Oofenment, I need 
not enlarge npon it hmar than to itate that the new 
ola—ifi cation aaeoMmcait wae not aotod upon to auj 'great 
extent, and has been either* modified or ducontinued 
early eaongh, I trusty to prerent the erila that woald in** 
falliblf have attended so haaty an innoradon.* 


CiroomR^Mioei 

^ tii« Byata 


18th. Captain Bri^^e represents the cirenmstATicet 
of tho cnltiTatore in general to be oompaimtively osny, 
by whiohi I |weeaaei he means that they we better now 
than under tho former Government !mt he ascribes 
this condition, as well as their oapabilitj of paying tho prew 
sent rates of Assessment, to tpe hi^ prioos to wniclt 
grain had neon; and, he thinks, that prices having now 
Ulgn, tho Assessment most be rednood. My opinion on 
this point has been already submitted. A tmporaiy ro* 
mission is perhaps indisponaable to moot the acproMiiou 
of thd market, but when things come to thoir ordiuaty 
level, the aggregate of the settlement conlrostod with 
former realizations does not appear to me to bo nnmodcr* 
' ate, nor does it exceod either the ratio in which cnltiva* 
tion has been extended in Khandeeh (always enpposing 
the retame of coltivatiozrto be at all accurate), nor the 
augmentation which has been made m other colloctoratcs 
apparently without any general prossuro. I say general, 
because Aftprehond th^ in some few places uo assess¬ 
ment has ooen pushed to too high a pitch, and that iu 
consequence some of the more substantial oulUvators 
have contracted the extent of their farms, so that a do- 
Mcation may be expected in the year 1232, on which we 
are now entering. Some oon^laints which had reached 
me on this score were long ago brought to the notice 
of the CoUoctora. 


is 

im. 


19tL It has been already shown in detailing the items 
of iuorease and decrease in IQiandesh tW ample remis¬ 
sions were made in the sottlemeift of 1230 to meet the 
partial failurea of the crop that appear to have ooouned 
tor want of mn. It had been bettor had they beeh still 
greater rathor that the measure of levying from & to 8 
or 10 per cent on those whose crops were good shcmld 
have been resorted to« Tips expedient was adopted in 
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ttatedbr CoIIaMoi\ to 
tei^kliloilioQ «Uok otb«rmw lun 
&oire^«r it m^r soxEetiaM be, it ii 


4701^ catluj^ting A kr- 
otharwiee lun iffaerea; bat 
it ooxaetiatM be, it» nwer a 400 * 
Mroee one in d^titoto ^boee reeonroee ere moob dflejpi^ 
tttad. In tba diaonAnoiM wUcb bare been laU bmre 
OoTenment, I to<A nroemmi to tneoloeto • .eenCioB to 
Ge;ptein Sntfg* e^nit nekih^ tbeee eitm tofreeqe at 
leiiea, ezo»t onaer pecolinr oroeiftetniieea, ubere alone 
tbef ore poutie end jnetifioble. 

20tlt. SbnaddBb yoenMe gi^ ccpebilit^ oC iinproee^ 
tdient* diUpidiM remeipe ^ oeoce tfau tOu enb*> 
etenti^ly bnilt 6tmB for dirertaig tlM water iatodmuda 
for irrigotadn) mMAjd tbea conetraeted at prodlAone 
expenie, otteet the Kberol on! enligbteDed pohej ol the 
Aj Uoobmininedn moaorobo. tw Poliuloal Agtoi it 
[aaUy restoring eoneof theee worki) bat little can be 
lose till on incTee^d etook and popahteos okel trender 
them aroileble. WiA eemefewein^tioniof BnamUndi 
allotted for tbe ds^ of deoring ost these om^note the 
expenee of mointeiningjheei d^olfse npon w < 
menu ^ 
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21st The Honosrable the late Comnusioneiv In hts 
report on the Dekhas> Bos forcibly pointed ost the nooes* 
sity of moderation in foung the Aeeeaoment of once 
flonrishbig district ^hioh^ siiioe the devastation of 
kor^B troops in 1802*^, Ike fomine of l808-4» the tab* 
sequent faming systma, th^inenrsionB of Pindsriee, the 
raragoe of Bhe^ osd the exoctfone d insorgente> has 
been rednoed to Ibe verge of, rntoi I shsU not ioQ to 
remind the Political Agent of this poli^» dkonld he at 
all deviate from it t bet some sIIoWobm must be made 
for the dificdty of drawing the line between a moderate 
and a Ugh Assessment in the absence of ID oathentio 
records d the resoorcea The freqoemtly reenrring qx« 
cesees of the Bheds most at present tend tojprerent any 
rapid 1mprowemest» The destraotioai hf Tigers U on** 
otner senotts obstode tj it^ is proof of wUch it may be 
stated that 60 d these oniads hare been killed dnring 
the lest S months^ and that 600 human lives and 20,000 
heed of cattle have been destroyed by them in S years. 

4 

22nd. There is Utde in the Jnmmabosdee letter of the 
.OoUeotor of Poona not be adverted to in the 

^sequel. It is very Acrt, but its brevity is eompsasoM 
by ^e omplitade of hii answers to my queries. These vi 4 $ A 
answers evinoe much resesreh, s&d oontain a good, d^ 
of Tolnsble information, to which I beg leaVe fo invite 
the ooniideratiom of the Hoaouroble the Oovemor is 
stsi-t 
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lliniiitmmiii 


GrwLburtb 


af iMt- 

iMiit. 


Kf A T^UwW 


Council Wbevv 1 diffnr from IW CoUnolor in iMtfan 
ofnqj inportMfle, my .MAtixxiart)«dl W cMed ii^the 
eonne at tbin nddreie. » 


SSril.' Tbe CoUacAorol Alimedong^tir^ U mnking biB 
Bcttl^iCBti, granted oonsiderable romswomii ii^ieh yr9r^ 
rendered n o c oBw y hj the partia] feOiirc of tbe or^pB^ He 
Bettied the Graxnkhai'cli, as in the predediaerdar^ at six 
cent, of the Janma, iocludmg Muha} WaAhasQsa^ 
Dewasthaa aHowaacc^ Kemnoolu payable in tho dUfrict 
and allowaacos to Mmecodan, »te1s^ &o/ When I 
come to simk ot the GnMnklmrch; I shall notice some 
objection to this mode of fixing the amount vthich led to 
inj fttinishing some gcneru] instnictioDS to the Conectore 
fur its bettor rc^lotioo in future. 


24th. In mauj parts of AhznednuffgDr the rates of 
rent are quito undefined^ as in other Collect omios, and 
some attepipts iq>pear to have boon made to adjust them 
with reference to the soppoeed Kumal and Tunkha set- 
tleioonta) but the principles on which this adjustment has 
been ma^ hare not been fullj dkplained. They aro 
meant to produce a gradual rise of the Jnmms, and are 
called Istawa arrangements; bnt adrertoig to the impur- 
feet date on which ther appear to have bron foundeoj I 
have gihat donbt^ of their stability) sinco they irp))car to 
me to rest more on general asKUmed yiews <k fonuer 
realisations than on any actuAt%(^uruo6 of proeont cul- 
tiration. e 


25th. Tbe^ IbtawM do not, I believei proaenhe that 
the Patel shall grant wastd landa according to any fixed 
{'owlmuna. The^ Kyuis are not. therefore^ sufficiently 
guarded agsiiist oxactionS) nor ib adequate proviuon made 
to enable w Collector to ascertain with esse what Cowls 
arc givoS) and how fv tb^ aro acted up to or ovaded.^ 
The seltlcmont in wne places ^mears tohavo been made 
on a sort of lease not exactly cuniomiable to any lAifurm 
scheme. This lease extends to 3, 5, 6) or 7 years, 

tin the rent risea to a real or askum^ Kumal standard. 
It lays down a loose aortof clobsification and aasessnu'ut 
of the land, in conformity to which the heads of villsgea 
agree to pay the iucreaao; but ss far as I can underst^d 
of a system which accords neither with a village lease 
nor a Ryntsrar settfemest, the r^^ onder whmh it is 
formed are eo ngne and indefi&ite as to funush Bttle* 
security to ihe Ry^ against exaction^ and as little tc^ the 
revenue against ombessleoeat. 


* th«w liftsMs ha^s UAPe bcos siiW ■MnUM* sr hy ths 

1 oUeoin^ 



n 


dkifiot tr»ufcmiS frcam Ahmmiitnggtf 
lo AwMi Oi^tBlKi iafonii M #■« KMi of 

itwimt Mmils, nd m OcmtIi ImtoMmo uionM Io tiio 
Pot^ A07 ouoDtbe iopmoded vithoBi broMoli 
Whetalbe fAUgee POMeei do wiete buMl» fxcm wliioli 
additioBil eeaete ore MrirMe, Uui fiaeud or iaormwiwy 
Jumno omaft be mtbar diebeerteei^ to the ]t^te» eod d). 
m%f tobjeet them to eotae cwreuiou oa the pert of ihe 
Petel; bet in thiM ceie the Cotteotor will of oonne tel 
kimeetf ei Jibertf to ceooel the ei^eMn«ftt> eo (tet the 
evil wiil^ it me; be bopedj be only of e treactteT eetare. 

2i7th. Ii> ell letewme there ooght, I think, to be e 
dense binding; the renter to keep seperete r^peter of the 
fields for wh^ the Rjule pe; the fnll rent, end thoea 
which ere to be held on Cowl, end the dietinetion on^t 
to be tnede m ^e Bjutwer pnttdie. In ennmemting the 
fields held on Cowl, the namber qf baogehs ooateiped in 
them, end the emoont of the rent to be peid till the term 
expiree, sboold be perticnlerl; speoified. Betters of ell 
io^ indfTidoel G^s* Ihonld be kept end. wnished to 
the Hooxoor Onteheny; end wheterer elteretions ooeor 
from jeer to jeer ehodd be noted in them et the time of 
«the eettlement, Bj i^ch precentione, irregolen^ee, end 
frende will in e greet degree be ob^riete. Ai preepot the 
feronreble oonditione of the Cowle ere often ebuead, some* 
tmee to the detriment ef the Bjnt, end eo^netimee to 
the injnrj of the Rarenoe^ Gepteia Pottinger*! late* 
was tometimee indnde Meeree ea well es Oepnree lend, 
thongfa the rent of Meeree engbt, in ell ordinerj circtua- 
stanu’s, to be fixed aud mrerMle. 

i 

ViU^e Chains. 

28 tb. A conaidereble reform bes been effeetod naoe 
the ecceerion of our tioTetnmeni undtb the heed of Tillage 
expenaha. 

29th. The eocomponjing table will show the emosat 
of Gremkhnrch in tnm of the ooQectorUuM dirided into 
its separate heads of-^lti. Allowaacea to Hoqder*, Dea« 
xaookiu, Demadias; Ac.—2nd. To Patels andKoolknr- 
nies end riUage offioers-^Srd. Pettj Tillage charges* 
With e Tiew to assist ^ jndgmeot m to the present rate 
diabnreemeateOn thfee seranl eoAn^ a ooavfkrte^ 
drawn between the chargM daring Kdle Fnmeweee^s 
edamiatritioa, ihoee of Bate Bow^^timo. end thoee of 
the lest Foalee under onr doremment. nom this do* 
coment it will be eeea that the eDowenoee to Znateendaie 
es well as to Tillage oficers ere neerlj eqoel oew to 


i 'oadtiiMii of 

UUVM. 


Greakhuroh. 
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Abj irere ii im tomar PMiod, ud if wi tete ^to 
aootfidmtkn udoaMed auMMkMM Aat Aev are 
sow paid iDOra n^nkrij tliaii cmr th^ ware, Ate mtui** 
ta^ will prepofideiate ia &Toar of tboae of tW pfesoat 
ihj. ^le itam^ howerer, d paAjr TiUege ohaigae it A- 
daoed bj aboot two4hi^; Imt iinr^ng to tu abmiaa 
that were fonasAy oommxtt^ asder this Mad^ mi to Ae 
reOef that is now afforded to the beads of yilhgee from 
Bimdij exactions fomerly ddra^ed oni of Ais I 
BBL pomaded there is ao good groimd to eompkin of ov 
eeonom;. 



Averafji Percentage of AUoioancee of Knfiar* and of Oramkkureh. 
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iOthl The ftvartm m Mmaa im tAe Mcouafis <rt a 
Bomber of nlla^ Mnee d\7eKB ia aa^CoBee^ 
fcpfftto. lB<iln<^my H«|d»t^ pejrw^ tbe wboib uvmi 
of lebivgw ii 4 S{nr oeat leei it irie aader tfao ^4 

Qweranuni. im tJie TiUara hiTe bo longer to auwer 
^ ^leBmnds of itiirdy menficBslt OoreeBi wlk^' fontferty * 
Imaged diem in bodM of SO enddOiill tlw gotimiMjU 
Mil. Tluy do not bow eetor^ tbe peoUe temote 
ei fonserfy. Hwyhav^ no denUade for porveyBBoe to 
BO pabiie eettle or kortot to feed, nor 14 tkeiB ike 
■eme zieceMty for bribiog tin pnblio aeryeato, nor the 
•Atwe amonnt of fees, fines, and diyere auadij indefiiute 
okbna, wki^ it wonld be tedious to enumemfe. 

SUt. The yillsge charges may divided into two 
heads, those which are permaDsot and those which are 
incidental and fluctuatiug. 

82nd. The pennaimt am the aliowanoes to Huqdars, 
sock as the pandies, 8ir*Fatoli» QaBooogoes, Nar* 
oours, Sir-Nirguttrt, Maicks, &o., VUfM, Koolkorniw, 
C^wgollas, Udiajons, and Shotflee.* 

SSrd. T^e fluctoating and inoideotal are^he allowan¬ 
ces to temples for Warshasnns and the vanoos festivals, 
Hindoo ai^d Mahommedan. Batta to Mooknddums in 
attendance dnrmg the Jominabundee at the Hooeoor, 
stationery, alms to beffiars, Nosaars to Uie^Sirkar, and 
expenees on sundry petty oooasioDS of ceremony. 

S4th. In all times of regular administration the per¬ 
manent and ccntingoit ▼illage charges and assignments 
upon villages were made oat of. the gross Jatnma, and 
the balance formed the Gk^vemmont ivvenue. The au¬ 
thorised oxp^ditare on acoonnt of Gramkhurcb, no 
donbt, fell chiefly on theByat’s share of the produce, 
but amonnt^was ascertained .and not left to be deter- 
mned at the discretion of the village Cffloors. The 
Collectors judgment in making the. setilem^t of each 
vill^ most nbw decide, wheth^ after deducting these 
chains, the total settlement, whether, it be caUed Eu- 
ntal of Tunkhah is apportioned 'cur not, to the circumstath 
cos of the 'Cultivators. In some villa^, hosrever, there 
were extra Puttees levied purposely to defray some of 
thesh diarges over and above tiie gross Jumma. In 
ih^ cBses the:Teditftion ci the I^tiae onght to keep pace* 
with tito dimiiatioB* of the' exMose, exc^ whm the 
Puttee is imved to he no more than ths agnivtieBt of sci 
abatfOmest that has been made in the Ayws or original as- 
Bestmaat on ths land, under which drcBBsstaitoes the sav* 
tog may be jnstiy ad^ to the public rmnue. 


are fenaod fm Hn aecounto of a 


DlTWiOM M 
Oramhkareh. 


Haqiara 


Kdigioas sUeW* 


OnsUiburob 
iBid< ottt ol ibo 
gKMsJ sauna 
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TV speoBM by tha 

%!&•«» sii4 6Wi SOwMi Mil daMifc 

kav <n irV4 dAto ibw fakolfttioas Vve Vo fcuMr 
aodaiaj dtspood ic tkiok tbeiA groiriy om-rafead.'' IVr 
Aporobbl eofiipnaa^ caeM am coDtriVttfO ^ 
every kiadi moj* of wUeh i^ent to rnJdMty tV h^yM^*of> 
the native {anottonenal> nd c4QQ0t) tbere{on» vriib 
prupriety be daaec^ rniib Tilbge etpeaniee. I do not 
mid that i|py lejgitiniAte oeretnoaiee ba?e bean abolubedt^ 
nor any feiUvitice abridged by oar eoonemy n tbeartkie 
kJ riHaM chargee. .There m» of come,\em aztimva- 
ganre» but *tio joet eouioo of anmeement or rooking 
liaa bwa retrencbede * 

36th. In Dharwer the amount of all cooaiderabla 
Ncmnooke' payable out of rilUge expentee to Brahmin^ 

Pagodaii UoeqaeS) do., ii first remit^ to the treeaary; 
aod, after inreetigatioQi distributed indiridually; iJl 
fietty itafat of Oramkbarch are disbartadas oeual by the 
TiII^;e officers, and audityd by the aiamalntdar8.t 

37th. Very little uniformity of system beiwobserred IstmdtwtwM 
by the different Collectors in regard to the ilrwnkharcb'> 
and a doubt haring been started by the Collector <d • 

Poona as to the principle on which the settlemeat a 

should be made, I deemed it neoceeary to cirooUte tn^ 

Atructions on the subject, the copy of which is now sub* 
mitted for the information of^Ooremment* 

' 36tlL In Faslee 1229 the CoQector of Poona, con- Vnit Acronp^m^ 

C4^iving that the Gramkhnroh was exigible from the 

Rynte orer and abore the rent they were to pay to Gor* 

ernment, formed his settlement acco^ing^ learuig all 

those , items to be collected separately. The meaenre 

was, I think, founded on a misApprebensiOQ that beoanse 

the Gramkhurch was* payable ezcJosirely of the Kuoud^ 

it was therefore to be separately'collected from each 

Ryut; whereas the usaal and general practice is, and has 

been, to include every item payable by the Byut m the 

gross Jamma of the vilLige, then to dedoot all rillwe 

charges and to strike tho b^noe, which oosstitnied the 

revenue payable into the Government treasury. 

89tii« The praotioe of levying some items of tV 
Oramhborotv over and abovs* tbs rwt pmble to th% 

ShVr, has, 1 believe, bean found partmUy lo prevafl^ 
built It one that is fm^t wiA tne moat pawriasoug 
abusatf iixree it placet the Patella istareat it virinoe 
witit Us duty, and mfaUiMy leads to'^ iadaftaitwazaatieii' 
from the Ryut l^ond what is spaesfief in Us. Pattahr 



rnaiilAiha 
UmIi or ibom 


Objoetkoi of 
tho lu^don to 
fizod poymenti. 




IQ 


qitpuis SobeiisoBi ftt 107 Biggertva, has luniift 
twcMdd the o^aetki^U mflawc wlikit rite Id Kubh 

diDooQte&i a tha jetf adverted to« » ^ 

40th. Uatil Foileo 1280 flia Mokaatt and olher 
Umola in most dittricU itm diatinctlf speoified raddf 
their ievenl Beparato haadi, a nMhaore whieli U wtill 
* requisite where ahara cd eadi ai*e> held b 7 different per« 
fiona. Where Hba whede now belongs to the Shrkari the 
. total only ie entered in the aeooimtB. 

41st. The lomer node of paynent to indMdnala is 
still oontinned. If H were before a filed certain snn^ it 
b now paid aooordin^^. If the share was a percentage 
upon toe gaoea colle^ioxis^ the same practice is apheld. 
Whererer the amount is Variablei it wonld save a great 
deal of trouble to tnake it a Kemnook, or filed idlow« 
aoee from the Treasozy which might be determined on a 
liberal riew of the present^ past^ and expected prodnoe 
of the village. The holders of these rights, howe?er> 
thoQgh^they might be gainers hj tbe arrangement, have 
an ejection to it, on the groona that they would become 
mere peninoners, and that in process of time their sub* 
stantive right to a share of the viHage rerenue would be 
lost eight c{, from not being annn^y recorded in the 
village archievet. They have been aocosiomed to witness 
so many revolntiont ol Government that they do not 
reckon much upon the stabili^ of com The ezoeption 
they take to the eommntati(>n of their Hnqs for a fixed 
money payment seems, therefore, by no means unreason* 
ihla 

42nd. In some cases tbe Political Agent in Ehandesh 
appears to have paid the Uokassa aocoraing to an aver* 
age of the three preceding years j but he describes the 
Moksisadars as brag averse to this system, on the 
gn^d that t])e revennsi and* consequently their share of 
iti is impToting, and 'th^ th^ sbonld be losers were the 
amount now determined, xo obviate this objection it 
might, perhaps, be expedient to declare the payment fix* 
ed fpr a given period only, say 8 or 4 years, at the ex* 
pmtion of whi^ it might be nnderstoM that the sam 
shooid be again regnlatM with reference to the then con* 
dition of the revenue. As they would eventoally be no 
loaoi * B by this arrangement, since the aannal increase or 
decrease of resoarcet depending on good imd bad seasons . 
is unoertain, they would probably cramt to it. 

4Srd. Whrther the payment he fixed, or dependent 
on the amount of revenue, the shares areooileoted and 

Gwvemmsnt ofBoers^ except in those vil* 
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Umrt Moogt 

^r.* Formal^ tile Hotawliirf e^tMMd tar tMei- 
bat* tbc cbaoge u obTioutijr »dTa&ti|faeai lo 
Bjat^ iriio ii relieved IroA cm ^ tba maj leeUitiee 
m exMtien to wbicli he wee before exptm^d. ' 

44tit The difieoitj which loma of the OoUecteri ei- ^^T***** ^ 
perieacetaefijoBtiag ueee Umuii will be beet este&pl^^ 
aed by ebowiag how these auttaa stead ia the Ahmed* 
nuggar Cc^leotorote. Obtain Pottinger rtiiee that th^ 
total hamber of villagoe within hie utiicts in 158(7 wae 
of which ere Bn&m» 198^ renowed Soriajv 
my, 170) bq^ong to fiindieh end hie deMndeate, W to 
Uolker end hie dopcndente* end 44 to ^ l^fieem. Be* 
aidoB which there ere 25 yillegos cMigncd reoontly in 
Jegeer which were under hie Kumevlslidjira iu the 
caung Futioa This laevei 1,968^ villagee in the buds 
of OovorazAont) and in 1,442) thorn to other Stetoe> *ad 
verione individueU hold diferent eheree, enme of which 
ero very tridii)g> but which navortbeleee tend to inTolve 
tho final partitiou end adjustment of the rev^nne in e de* 
gree of complication »ich can onl^ be onderelood by those 
who heyo to fix the relative proportions. 

45th. Captain FottiugiT also ebown that io 408 of NomW of 
the 688) aliuniktod Tilhigee above adverted to, the Gov* 
ernmont has tho right to small Umole, whiob likewise 
add to tho intricacy uf the accounts, and which, it is 
hoped, it will at bome futur^poriod beio oar power to 
get commated for iited payments. From tho ahovo ez* 
planation furnished by the (kdlootor it appears that 
tbroughont tho whole of the eollectorship there atro only 
521 v^l^es wliioh belong oxclnaively •to Government. 

The intncecy of the divieione oE the revenue of e Mar* 

Imtta village is doarly exhibited by Captain Poitinger 
and by Captain Grant in thoir answers to re^nne 
queries. 

4(5th. The impoeeibility of preserving a striefc anifor* pist^ sad 
mity of system in the sovonJ ooUectorstee arises from 
the want of all accurate acooonts of tho revenne. The . 

district reoorde of former Mam^dntdars and Durraokdare 
have for the most part disappewed alow with those ' 
funotionanes, Ihongfa hero and there impei^t fiiginents 
are to be 3 b<A with, ezhihiiing the revenue of wl^le vG* 
lagae, but seldom for any oontinoed series of ^eare in 
succassion. The Zomeeedalb ought to have in their 
keephig lieta exhibiting the ^ w s eca Jhara, or aoocmnt 
of w I^ds of each Houea and ite aeseasment; bnt, in 
eoneequenoe of their long axflotton from emplevfiMnt, 
very f4»w of them can produce these doonawnta, and never 

e Gdl^ 
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Tbe ume obaemtKm flpi^to tiie 
CbolkorDeee, wboie veecrdi *^ aimost aiwaya 
iBOBt mzitilftted atete, fall of faljafici^oiia M^iotoipolt* 
tioju^ and tracer ao aathentio «8 to be imididilj r^ea 
The loss of these records is inwi^y inferred to the 
times of former troablen, which here^ iodeedi been suffi* 
.ciastly frequent to accoont for their \ery gaDcrml de- 
stmotioQ. 


Assessment and Tenures 


Vtrioot BiedM of 

ASMMXDSnk 


DofiSUion of 
Kumftt aod 
Tuokba settle- 
mente. 

f 


TheKomeL 
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47th. Tbe diflicnUy which the Collectors erperienco 
in forming their settlements will be best illilBtrated by a 
short exposition of the ynrioos modes of fixing the Assess¬ 
ment wnich are to be found in tbe DehhoiL 1 shell not 
here recapitulate all tite yarioue local terms which are 
given to the numeroos sorts of land tonements. I shall, 
however, endeavoar fo explain a few of their leading par¬ 
ticularities. The subject has already been ably treated 
in the Bononrablo tlie lato Commissioner's Report and 
its acoompaniments, but tbe qbosMon is so import^aot as 
to render it unnecessary that 1 should make any apology 
for attempting further to elucidate it. 

*48th. Previously to entering upon it, it may l>e of use 
to give some definition of two of the tonns wbicli are of 
most common ocenrrenoe in all disonssiuns oonnocti^l 
with the land assessment in the Dokhan, I allade to tlio 
Kamil, or Komal, and Tnnkha a6ttlcmentS4 Both 
appear to have been formed by the Moghuls or tbeir de¬ 
legates, at different periods, in differont parts of tbe 
country, on a view of the productive powers of villages 
in prosperous and tranquil times when the Government 
was enabled to esta^Iisn a high * maxi mum rent. In pro¬ 
cess of tiu^, as cultivation and population extended, the 
standard niu (reqnently been altered; hence wo find the 
Enmal of many districts of comparatively modem origin. 
The Komal, in its usual and genorsl acceptation, ap¬ 
pears to be in effect what the literal meaning of tlio woid 
iznports-^the futt, entire, or eompUU ane^iaent The 
highest rent realized appears to have been assunfbd to 
constitute this staodard^ which, hoewver, seems to have 
been formed at various periods. In some districts it 
bears reference to a survey supposed to have been made 
in the last years of the |^d51 Shahee dynasty, but df 
which no iword rem^s; whilst in others it is .evidently 
of modem date as eetsblished by the Marhattaa. 


49th. The most approved standard of the Kumd in 
the more nortbem part of the ocmqnered territory may 



bo rdoiTod to Uie era of MulUk (JmbnrV gotenuM;)!, 
baftoaroel; mj data on ^idk it was formed are now ex* 
tant. tz^e AOQtbeni parte of the Soothem Uariiatta 
CoQutr;, the Frincipal Ci^ector aUtea that the eettie- 
ineut of Eatita Khan, a tainiitor of the Sarenocr Nabob, 
about 79 jeam ie oalled tlie Kumal. Id the lUook 
of Dummul and^he adjoining Pu^annas that of N»* 
roo Babjoe ooocladed in Foelee 1181. In Fadahapoor» 
the eettlemoQt of VeeaagA^ Ptmt, the Peehwa’e Qi^rter 
Maetor Ufseral, made m Fualee 1168 ; and in Badraec, 
the Jnmmaof Kietuajee Font, Raatjah^e* manager, cou- 
Btitutoe the Kumai. 

4 

50th. tIio Tnukba appears to be a standard rent roll Th*Tu»kka 
of Tillages iutrodneed by Akbar under the able fiscal 
adiniuistration of Tooruf Mall. It is said to have boon 
grounded on a dirisiou of the produce asoertaioed by a 
htii’yey of tho lands; but whether it was paid withrofer- 
onco to actual individual payments, or whHJior arable lands 
unciiUivatod were inolndod iu it, appears to be uncertain. 

Jt is doubtful* o1b<^ wkotbor nut roU incladed* land 
ri'ut only, or whotlior.it included muhturifeh and other 
f AXHA ; 1 am ratlior disposed to think it did. The actual 

however, of each year on Toorul MulFs plan * 
vivriod with tho increaao or doclei}sion*of cultivation. Tbo 
n'cords ot the Tunklia aro too inoomplete to admit of our 
c(»Mimg to anything but a oonjoctural concloaion ro« 
s})Ccting it. • 

Slat. On whjfclovor data tho Kamil or^Tonkha “<^7 
have boon formed, they do not appear to have supersedod ij«hmuoi ^ the 
tlio uoociaity of occoaional hut partial local suW^^ys utSumoJ 4&d 
Kiibacqucut periods ; uogoncTal measnreneiit has, however, 
tfiken placo for upwards of a costurv. Whilst the Moghxd 
OovcTiimont was jet in its vigounndcr the lest oi tho 
Nizam Shnbee Princefl, MulUk uitibur, tho cdlobrated ro* , 
vcimo intendant bofuru alluded to, appears to have oov* Uml>er 

eluded a standard villogo sotUoniont ox tho ociunirioe vilftge SettU- 
under his coutruiU. This is said to havb been a fixed tuout. 
tnoimy roixt, formod with refercnco to an equal sliare of 
tho crop betwoou tfie Governmunt aJid Uio cuHivstor, or 
I the to tbo Eurmor amd fths to the latter. We, unfor* 
tu tiaioly at tlio prosout day, have*no proof that tho respect • 
ivo sliares of we Goverumoot md the Byut were deter- 
^xninod on any given pnnoiples, nor can we trace any of 
tho detaill of this settlomeht, respecting whioh MuUik 
Timber, after onoe fixing the amount, is said not to have 
interfered; but it seexnB to bo aniversally believed that Mmtu Tmiw 
the oountry is indebted to this Chief for fixing a limit to coafimecttiyiaai 
demand, and if n# for initiating the Meeias tenure at 
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Dewfipiion of 
Loads in Um 
PokhMi. 


Prop^^tumB of 
diSimt BuiU. 


hmt hrrmvinffmi' ooaihmtig tbit hjr 

mbiA ft conaidaimble portftOA <9{ ftc^wed mdst <h 

tte.ftubetftfttivft prifftte nbjeetod 

however to oooftaooftl infriagenefit £iw wUm the pom 
ftDi io lodift bfts oerer bees qatirriy CTom jrtftd^ 

k> hare beea ragged oader Ajj laaS 

(Zira;^)^ garden of plftijtation (Bag^ttftt)> and Tittree or 
we»cioe laa^ Hie 017 buds m eithor Be^r or Ka* 
be ,(b]aok), or MnBnb (mined). The black land In each 
TiUft« ie luraaU; enb-dirided into three eorte ftcoordin|jf 
to (he aatare of ite eoil and otaation. llq imxed ecu 
hM sometimee more munerooe SQb'*dmBaonB according as 
it k rich or poor, eandj, etony, or incUned to cki^. Wet 
or rice land ie of two kinds; that which lies near the 
Ghante depends on the monsoon rains for its eoItiTation; 
that which is aiteatod in the ikiore easterly districts is 
cnHirated by means cd wells^ water-oonrses, or reserromt; 
Bvhaet or {i^antation b eenally divided into Pai/u^ 
fAi Hj c—land irrigated by a^edncto or^permaDent channels; 
and JfoofMwtoi—land watered by machineiy fnJbi wells. 
Each scwt has its separate classes. 


53rd. The answers of tlw several Conocton to my 
revenue qoeriee will show the proportions of the diifeT> 
ent sorts of soila io each colkx^oiate. They may be 
roughly eatimated as follows 




Black land 
In Pboiia.4 Mixed soil 
Bed ditto 

Bice grown in the Ghanto... 


a sw 


8 partis. 

3 

4 

1 


9f 

ft 


tf 


16. 

\ 

Of B^faaet ov garden cultivirtiion the proportion of the 
whole may be about one^tonth* 

In ^TDodnuggur the {Wc^rtion may be of— 


Black 

Mixed 

Bed 


9 

4 

3 



* Of this, one-eighth may be or ciq>ableofdU* 

tivation as garden. . m 
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66ib. lo Kbuiled tbere maj 1 m o{*~ 

*. BW'k .10 

• >Cixod . 8 

••• ••• 8 


Of w)ijch ono*fifili may be fit for garden cuIiiTatioD. 

£6th. In Dbarwar tbe CoQeclov etetue the proportioa 
to ho^ • 

Black * ••• 9 

Vixod .4t 

Wot.2} 

Bagliaet orGanlen .. i 

# 

f)7th. Of tbo laod moasnree in oao tbere in the great* 
direraity. Former tDoeaoremeiiU of which we hare 
any reooisd ftoem aKially to hare beon made with a rod^ 
of the lerotli of Sto cobite and five eiencbed fiiita (eqoal 
to ahoot 9 British feet), one aqaare rod making a pole, 

20 poles ODO Paundj and 20 I^aad* one Beegah, and « 

120 Boogahs one Chawnr. At present, howerer, there is . . 
the widest difCerence in the siae of the Beegah, the term 
no longer oonTeying any adequate notion of the extent of 
land contained in it According to tho abore tseasore^ 
znont it may be cozapated at about libs of an aore« » 

58tb. In some Tillages tho measurement and ejaseifi* 
cation aro still aacribod to the period of Mollik Unabnr's 
authority, bat tho Tuialions that hare subsoquently beon 
luado, rend^ it of .very little nso in^ forming onr present 
settlement. These cnangos lod to many parbal new 
eorrers in some of the "MiihoJn, after tho Marhattas ao* * 
quired possession from the UogUnls, and the meaeore* 
mout of tho Baghaet land having be^ mode with a rod 
of a diminished standard, and a new olaasifioation intro* 
duoed, ^most all traces of the old survey are confound^ 
or obliterated The sotticment thus enhanced is now (a 
many placoa donominated the Knmal, bat it is hained 
so imperfecUy that we aboold often commit great errors 
if wo impH<^y adopted it as oar standard. 

&9th. Soaainas, or registers of lands, aro occasion* 
ally doond in a mutilated state in tho posseuios of tho HcMutuM. 
Zumeendars. These oxliiliit tbe extoat of land in Beegahs 
and Chawors, aud ^e ayorage rates por Boegah of 
ruoh class of laudi aooordiug to andont sorrojs, but 
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iod oUmtibm* 


AMMwna&t bj 
tha lamp. 


AbiMdoaggor 

BMMnret. 


Khandfuh, 


UiMe geiioinefragniMU are tha «erie9 is SGFdom 

BiiSeieiitly complete to be mooh practical «tU^. ^ 

60Ui. la the Pbooa CoUeotorate are to be {raod the 
Kachha and Pakkti or the large and siaallBeeg^i the 
Chawur, the Bookb^ cbe Takk^ the Ehaadee or Caad^j 
and the Man or Mannd. 

6Ut. The latter were origioally mtiltipliea of the 
beegah^ the use of whiofa^ bowerer, in. jnnnj vUlages has 
beea oompletelj sweraeded, the ouazLtitj in Beegab be* 
>ng DO longer azrown in the Koolknmoes^ registers^ 
The Pukka or lai^ Beegah, as nearly as I can learo^ 
may bo on the aren^ equal to three Ordins^ Boogalu, 
thouffh it is sometimes zonad to coatain 4, o, and evoa 
15 or the Kachha. 


before shown» is equal to about ISO 

The Bookka, *10 Beegahs, though in some yillagee it 
does not modii exceed 8, and hillt as low as 5 Beegal^s. 

Forty^ight Beegahs make one Tqji^ka^ Twento mnni or 
Maonds are eousT to one Khundee or Can^* From 
20 to SO or 85 oeegabs are one kundee or candy. 

02ad. The abote diremty it found in the few villages 
which havi^ come under my own investigation; but there 
are probably more meeeores in use in other parts of the 
oolleotoratoi and in some places large parcels, of land 
are asseesod in the lump at a ^ven sum without any 
spedfication of the actual eiTtent, or rate per beegsh. 

S3rd. In Ahmednuggur some other rarictics are ob¬ 
servable ; 4 Boegahs there constitute a Purtun, and SO 
such PurtunSj or 120 Beegahs, a Chawar, 


The Chawur^ aa 
ordinaijee Bgaha. 


In some plaoce 20 Purtnns, eadi of 4 Beegahsj form 
a Berse of SO Boogahs. The Dorse, however, some¬ 
times contains 120 Beegahs when the Purtun is reckoned 
at 6 Beegahs* 

64th. In othm* villagos the Tukka is in use. each 
Tukka containing 4 Beegahs, or the Khundoe or Dandy 
pi 20 Maands, each Uaond contdning 10 Boegahs, or 
200 Beegahs to the Candy. 

65to« Parcels of land are eiao sometimes assessed in 
the aggregate as in Pooea* 

0 

66th^ In Khandes the Beegah is in general use, but 
in common with other measures, saoh as the Out, which 
conaUto cd 20 P.Qrtan8, each Purtun being 4 B^gabs ^ 
and perb^ a still greater vanety which .have not come 
nnder my observation. « 



23 


67tL. Tl)e thMa of iwffowtng in (ho lamp wholo piecoi 
of l£i<l ,oA ft fixed sDro^ without ^nj record of the ex* 
ioDt, is stttl more oommon there thu m the ot^wr pro* 

Tmoes. ^ 

68th. In Dharwer the Tnrietiee of tend mcMores l>hsfir»r. 
are eooall?^ if not more nntaeroca; I (o refer to 
Mr. I haCKeray'a Rtatoments for the particuUn of them 
lui well as to m; own revenue letter to the late Commis- 
skmer, under (he S6th F^tember, 1619j which forms 
part of (ho* appendix to Mr. Eaphinstone^s report. 

^ 66th« Uoving premiaod this summary of the land Mmmnt 
mrasiircs now piTVailing^ whidi was in some respects 
indisponrablo to the clear UTidorstandiuff of tiio manner 
in wliich ibo land root is determined, I shall now proceed 
to advert to tho rates of assosamoot. 

7t>th. Those rates differ in different parte of thu pro- 
vinco, though each Tillage, whore Meoras or the* right 
of heredilary <K*capanoy is fonnd, has reiy cwmonij one KftUi^ oUiwa- 
uiIiform rate orQur^fomsl) tho lands. It most not be ^ ^ 
infemd from this circumstenoe that the soil is oil of one 
d('scri]>ticn ; it is clasacd into firat, second, or third sort, 
nocoruiUg to its quality and situation, but in proportion 
118 it ui g(Kid or bsd, a smaller or larger quantatj of land is 
SHssigned to the Boegah. Hence the Tnit, or rate of as* 
sessmeot, though ostensibly uniform, has every sort of va* 
riatioTL This practice seems to obtain in a plurality of 
villages in this collectorate, fiat in many of thm sapsiate 
inte^ aro Iik^ for each class of land which are supposed 
to Iiavo been those that were ostablished b^ UuUik 
Umbur. 

71st. The Koolkomeca occasionally exhibit accounts 
of 10,20, SO, or evoQ 8Q yean* standing when it suite their 
partiouhu* intercut or purposes to do so. In' those ac* « 
counts the rates of rent are rocorded, Imt thc^ are in AncMot tat*, 
general found to have* undergoao many alterations. Those 
wlio can show no aneient rocords are never at a loss to 
fornibh either a fiibricatod set, or to give a traditionary 
nooount of the old rates. In some districts the Mamu* 
lat<inrs of the laic Oovornment appear to have remeasnr* 
ed, classed, and assessed tlie mui with referenoe, it is 
assorted, to the andent surveys } but the rates, whatever 
^oy may have been, have subaequently boon raisod or 
lowered in proportion as Durbar lAtiroh has been with- 
heldf or disteibdted daring freqaent changes of revenue 
officers; few of whom can be supposed to have been 
govern^ by any upright or very oonaistent principles of 
iirtoat management. 
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72nJ. In thw TilUns in wliicK on© nonrin©! uniform 
M© o! rest prenUla, thtf Rnto will osonUj b© fonn^ to 
h©T© ©portioned amongst ^madres the mteni of Usd 
to bo held by oach witlkrofereno© toita. known produce ; 
but in thoM rillagoe where the rates dite aooordiog to 
tho quality and circautftances of the laiid» each flyul of 
cooree pays in oonformity to an established clMStficatbin 

7Srd. In some vilWes all the lands are dtridad into 
paradS) on what is* called the Moondbnnde© plao> 1^ 
which tho fixed sum to be paid for each parc^ ixas pro* 
balOy boon determined according to the proportions of 
good and bad land whfeh itiSootains^ and on & rieWi after 
a long experience, of tlie arerage prodaoo of the wholo^ 
but no data of the method by whi^ the Mok^ or fixed 
n^nt was sottlod are now to bo procu^. Should such 
lands be relinquished^ they aro giren to any body who 
consents to coltirato them at the Moondbnndee rent; 
and if nobody, is willing to ollor for Aem, they are let at 
0 reduced sum, or on an Istawa Cowle progressiroly 
rising to the foU fixed rent. In sSotf villsgosj when an 
extra assessment is laid on by tho pablic officers, it is 
distribntad on each Ryat ratably to the rent of the 
paroel of gronnd in his ocenpation. 

74th. Whether, howorer, lands of this sort be held by* 
Meorasdars or by Oopnrees, the ifoond rent is consider¬ 
ed to be tho permanent assersmont^ which onght not to Ix) 
exceeded) though to Ooporoe tenants a romiasion of tho 
amount^ is sometimes allowed. 

75th. In a few Tillages this mode of setiitng with tho 
Rynta is ouriad on in btill greater detail) of oach 

parool of land, each field haring ite staM rent; this me¬ 
thod oi aecoonting with the oullivator is called Ztthss. 

70^. Tn addition to the original ntes of sssessmeni) 
the impotitioD of Fottoes, or extra ceases, became Tory 
oommon during tho Peshwa’s GoTommont ; they wore 
fraqaently laid both on Meorasdars ac^ Oopure^, or 
taosats-at-will 

77th. Tho principal of thorn aro exhibited in tho 
accompanying statement. The whole of those oosses 
were not oonrae loried from all Tillages^ though few 
TiUsges were exempted from a part of thdm. The moat 
exceptionable of them hare been abolished sinos owr ao- 
qnisitioa of the territory, though many of the least ob¬ 
noxious, which hare been fixed by paUic anthari^> conti¬ 
nue to he leried. 
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?8tli. Tlid mode of aseessiog Um laod in Use Uewiila ManUd Boo- 
or hUj oooxit^ to the westward of Food* diffem from ^ 
the precttpe obeerTod m the eeetem pert of the Soobe. 

In the Nena Mawol die origmal rent of rice land appears 

to be uniformly the same, and to hare been fixed at eome 

former period bjr a Fahnee, which is an appraisement or Mods d mU)** 

oonjectnral eatimaiej or sometunes a meaeoremrat of the 

prMQoe of the orope» the Ooremment share of which 

was commuted for a money payment at a fixed conrer^ 

sion !9^te. The settlement is stiU made with the addi« 

tion of the *asiial Putteos^ or extra items of Msessmenti 

aiter the following manner^ which resembles rery closely 

the praotioe adop^ in the Eonkim> as described in my 

letter to Ooremmenti of the 21st Norember last 

Midudt. SmiSi 


Original rate of payment per beegah *8 0 

I Surdesmookhee i 3 

I Muhal hfuskoor ••• | 6 

Babtee Babotra •»« i 0 

I Ha<^ Ohowtbaee ... i 0 

{ Desaee •• 0 ' Sf 


Total .. 10} 

Re. a. 

Conrerted into nsom^ at the rate of 

24 Rupees per Khundee .12 11 

Add Puttoes or Extra Ceases, Oh&c 

at the rate of I^ Keer 8 Tanka, Price ... 0 I2| 
Qhvlla Puttfe at the rate of 3 Rupees per 

randy is on 8 Manads . 1 31 

SuddfT Bhfi at the rate of 31 per Maood, 
or 8 Muunds, ta . .0 G 

. Total per be^ipdi, Be..., 15 1 

Land In which Wheat and Bengal Gram are sown is 
called KhuUtauec, 

The returns of a beegah are as follows 

MMUid. fW l e^ Seen* 

jOriginal Share of Crop. 11 0 0 

Babtee tn proportious above ahowu 

for rice land . 1 1 S 

Total Mannda ••• li 1 8 


s m^i 
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79th. The oonreraioa prioe of the &boye tanas with 
the aatnre of the crop, bat in Nana FaiuteeaV time 
Coomwoe tiXm tverapd rate wm adopted in the pablio aoooonte 
of grain. (Beraa) of 40 rnpeoa per c^dyi which would make the 

oriffinal 




Ba. 

a. 


Bent of the beegah so cnltivsted 
Puttoes— 

3 

4} 

• 

Oheo.3} Iknk price . 

.0 

U 


OhuUa Pnttee .. 

... ' 0 

3 


Total ... S 9* 


AOtb. Tho rnotomary rates at which the differetit aorta 
of grain aro conrcrtud into moncy^ are as followa 

Dbtn» or Bice in tho (loak— 


Pot Candy 

S 4 b 

Rs. 

2i 

Chnnno or Gram 

s»s 

ff 

45 

Whoai 


ff 

50 

Musoora . . 

se V 4*9 

fp 

40 

Sal too 


)t 

ib 

BuHar. 

♦ « 


mi 


Alst. In Undb which are donomioatod TTifril'tfit Zi'^ 
fnHV, situated in the midat of rooks and rarincR in ibo 
hills, are sown the inferior,, sorts of drj gtain, sach as 
and Wt/rrrf, The grosM produce of the crop is 
merely evtimalod \yy tho roronuo oflioera, a>id a hali or 
a third part ot the whole )mr\g aaaiimed as tho GoTern- 
ment shaTe> it is eomniulod for a miniey pavroent at a 
rate which is estalilihhc^l for each \illa^. JloKideR this 
rent a amall bnnse tax and a tax on temalo bnfialoea 
are h*riid. 'HiehoaMi tax is taken at (ho rate of 1^ 
tukka (of whioh 3^ fnako a Rnpee) for each bouse, a 
bum equivalent to 7^ annHS; 2{ Tukkas^or 12J annas per 
buffalo Total oxtratax, Bopee 1, Annas 4 The Patel, 
ChowgullBj I’oojareo, Brainuis, and Znmoendars are OD« 
titled by custom to Kome abatement in these extra cesses. 

82&d. The Rir^Deamookbee is levied at 10 per cent, 
and ^e Sahotra at G per cent, on the money paymente. 
In the Tomf of Fowan E^ora it is tho castom to renew 
tiie Pahnoe or insp^tion of mltiTation every sevon years, 
the acoonnte of which it is the province of the Desnapokh 
and Deepandee to render The differcDcce which are to 
he found in tho mode of settling with the Ryuts aro not 
•uficicntly great to need any explansfiou. 
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SSnl. Hie held by the Bulioteedm or Tillage 
uffioeh, called iVum WooIm, are aaaoaced liko thoae of 
the ByotCf but two-thirda of the gross prodooo are left 
to tbezn^ aad ono^third taken as the OoTemment share. 

84th. In the Tnrufs of Powou Uawul and Undar 
Mawul the practioo of paying a money rent, instead of 
a grain rent oonrcrtiblo into money, obtains* The 
amonnt of the Aoon or original rent p^r candy, is which 
the accoanis are kept, seems to be uniform, mii the nu- 
meronl PaUees wbiiA arc added mast tend to make it * 

onoeedingly indoilnito* 

85th. &)too parts of the MawuU am said to hare boon Novsmbtr 
iormofly under tho Khot or village rout system of*®*^* 
man agi'meat, which is debcnbcd lu my letter above adverU 
rd to. 

drUh. Aflora Pahueo had been i^ompletod no alter- 
atioYj was made in tho atnoant of the (^renunent rent 
until a new Pahmsi took place. 'J'he exaction, however, 
of the more exteudrd ^ysteln of farming whole purgnn* 
nsB ID Bajec How’s aroiifu, wero iucooipstiblo with the 
oxibteQ<*o of tlicso BinsU faruiots, who ouve in conse* 
quence bren excluded from the managemojit for the last 
20 Of 25 yoai^s. 

87th. The modes of fixing Uic assossmeut of the land 
are as various m tbr Abmeduuggur Uollectorato as they 
are in Poona, but nearly himihir. lo many villages the 
Meerasdara, hke those of P(|pxiH, pay one nominally uni- ^ ^ 
form rate of rent, but in proportion as ilir laud is bad or 
good, hold more or loss ol it. In other villugus defined 
ratos oro established for each particular cIm, vaiyiug with 
Its quality aud situation. A Mukia or fixed rmit in 
some places is also ostablishi^ for parcels oi laud without * 

reference to any given rate per Beegah. Ue^'rasdars oc« 
cupyiugBagboet laud osaally pay the Baghaet lates of as* 
se^smoDij although only tho dry land rate may have ongis- 
ally been imposed ; whereas in Poona tho dry land rate 
more commonly obtains, oven though it may have bees 
subsequently cultivated as gardem. Extra Puttees are 
levied in the same manner os is Poona. * 

88 th. Mr. Crawford, the Head Assistant at Nnggnr, 
in a very good letter wluch aooompanies the Collector’s 
report, sta^ that 100 villages in tho Dindoree Puigosun 
formerly paid according to the Qutk or quantity of ground 
that coma be tiQed bv 2 buUooks, that the rate of the 
aseeasmeut of the was 10,15, or 20 Bupees, aooord* Oath 
ing Ui the quality of tho soil ; that the quantity costained 
ID an outb waa more or leei ibout 20 Beegahs. Mr. 
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£rftw{ord fUi#* that Ui6 bod, after wa got poteeiAio& of 
the oountrj, wu taxed bj Captain wiggo at a rate 
fixed with riSmuoe to former pajtnente* >• 

SOth. In man^ villagea in Khaadeah cnttemary don 
or ratee are eetabliahod, of which, aa in other parte of the 
coonteji there ie eroty dxTersity. The moosabondee or 
fixed rent for certain paroela of land is more premlent 
than eleewhere. 

90th* The garden or Baghuet land in Khf^ndeeh u in 
general subject to iho oostotnary Baghaet rates found to 
prerail in each rillago Very bttle fieeraa land ia to be 
lonDd in the wbolc prorinoe. lAnda watorod by Nullahs 
or agnedoct^ are in somo caeos aaeebeed according to the 
epeoes of articles grown. In those Tillages where this 
practice obtains, it has piobably owod its introdnction to 
iho nocessity of having a rotation of orops, in order to 
prevent tho impoTeri^ment of the land* Henco lands 
first planted with sogaroauo have n^nally for a succeed¬ 
ing cropj either wheat or oilplant (Uawarce Til.) In tho 
third year Kumodo Rice* is tiKn^ly (own, and it is not till 
the fonrih year that KOgarcano can with advantage be 
again cultivated A soccessjon of diSorent crops is thas 
kept upland the rent is collected, agreeably to the former 
nsogo ot the village, according to tho qn^ity oi the soil 
and the nature of the produce. 

Olst The extra Puttees or eessea do not appear ma* 
tcnally to difier from thosv of other CoUooiorates in iho 
Dokhln* 

% 

92nd. For tho labi 20 years the most oommon tenaro 
in Khandesb is stated by Captam Bnggs to have been the 
OttihbmJef* or oogagement (already d'wenbed) to pay a 
tixed sum fur the UbO of each plungb and pair of bullocks 
with which tho owner might cnltivato as much loud eb he 
e<»ul<l. Anollier wiistlic Tcekabimdeo or stated rent for 
each fiold, which is the inoondbundeo plan on a more lui- 
ntitc Hcute, aeertam field payiug a given sum without 
refcreuoo to the number of B^gnhs contained in it* 

9drd. la my report to tho late Commissioner, of the 
Soth September 1819,1 explaued the nature of ^e land 
tenoroB m Dharwar; and for a further particulur secoiuit 
ot them, I beg leave to refer to Mr. Th^keray’s answers 
to queries ana to bis roporte. All the lands are classed 
under tho beads of Chalee, Kntgootka, Eandmukta* and 
Cowl land. These arc afiotled in doe proportion of good 
and indifferent, the highly, lowly, and moderately, 
sttBcssod or rout-freo laud, to oa<h Uyut, the distribuUou 
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baiM toi 

karaWf, 


tuAde according to cturtom b; the PataU ud Kool- 


atenoea of the cultmtor. Tiot mode of to&are u am« 
roml in the Doeb ; the conation o( it ifj that the Bjat 
bhall hold both the gcx>d and the bad| or reUoc{niah both 
together. It is chi^f on the Chalee that all the addi¬ 
tional ceesea are impoa^ It ia^ therefore^ always taxed 
above ita value. It aeema to be entirely aaalogona to the 
Foi'te in ^zerat, and the Upjmnnnt of the ueded Dis- 
tricta. The diviaion into aeparato olaasoai of the land 
oconpiod by each rynt, owing to the arbitrary oeaaea that 
have been ainoe impoaed^ w in prooeaa of time become 
almoat nominal, ainoe all traces of original asaeasment 
of the several parts have been complotely oonionnded. 
A reference to a atatomont of certain paroola of lands 
held by particnlar Bynta for the last 40 voara^ which 
is furtfished by Mr. Ihackeray, will exemplify oon- 
fusion. 


94th. In reporting apon the ceaaiona from the Ni- SboUpoor. 
zam in Sholapoor, Mr. MnnrOi the Acting Bobordinate Col- 
l<H)iror, has shown mach diligence and research ; but the 
4 >bjocta diHcnvacd btang of a local nature, 1 do not for¬ 
ward hia letter. * 

95fch. The tables annoxed to this report exhibit, J 
imagine, as much information as can bo required in re- 
sp(ct to the reasons of aow^g imd reaping the different 
artic'les of agricultural produce | it is* tncTOTore, nnnooea- 
savy to enlarge uu the subjoot in this place. The early 
crops are called the Khnro^, emd the Latter the Bubbec 
harvest. 


96th. Land that haa for some time lain fallow, and is 
uartUIly oveigrowti with brash wood, is everywhere al¬ 
lowed an exception from rent for one or two years, but 
if uot overgrown, no abatement is reqnired. Waste of 
long btanding is giveu on Cowlc fur u period extending 
to4> 5, or 8 years, subject for the first fow ytAts to a pep¬ 
per-corn rent, increasing towards the close to the full * 

assesaxDont, acconling to the Isboor and eicpense that may 
be required to reclaim >t. The conditioas of the Cowle 
vary according as the laud may have been long neglect¬ 
ed, or recently nndor tillage, it being usually stipulated 
* that the foil rout and extra oesaos shall be paid at tiie 
exf^ration of the fixod period; thon^ in aoxoo casoe 
the payment of the latter is poetponod till long aftor- 
watdb. Tlie Istwa Cowle for Haghact general^ pro¬ 
vides that tlio full aasob&moul shall be naid on in 5 veers. 
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07ib. Id Dharwar it bu been {oond capodieiit to 
extend ibe period of Cowles for wasted owing to tho A>m« 
petition of the Jageordan for the labour of pnr ryute, 
Tbe conditions being now aa fayomble at borne aa abroad^ 
and great encoura^^en^ in tbe shape, of adyanoea of 
Togawoo being held ont, a rapid extension of cnltiya* 
tioD may be anticipated. It has already, as shown 1^ Ur. 
Thackeray, been oonsiderablo, and would baye bora in<> 
finitely greater but for tbe prayalenoo of mortality, both 
smongst men and cattle. Ilie Istawa Cowley bavo*been 
hiiborto given on a limited scale to ruiuod yillages undor 
tho appr^ension of the stock and labour of tbe more 
dourisoinff towns being drawi^ oS too suddenly to waste, 
andiherobj occasioning a loss of reyonuo; but tbo Col- 
Icctor^s suggestion that tho toms should now be rendered 
luoro libeiu, may be ad(»pted with adyantago. 

dSth. It has not boon nsual io tho Dokhan to use any 
i*ompulsion to prevent tbo relinquishmout of lands on the 
pail of tho Byuta, provided they perform tho chief oondi* 
ttons of thoir Cowle, which iB,^t](at they ^all leave tlie 
land clearod ofjnogle. At tho cud, however, of the Cowte 
ao oopuree was never sure of rotauiing th(‘ occupancy. 
Ho was liable to bo ousted at the TatcFs discretion, 
whether it originated in motives of cniaity, or a view In 
profit by giving tho land to a higher bidder. Tho Oopu* 
reo had not tbe same interest aa the Mecraadar in making 
tho most of his laud, and hod oonscquontly very little at¬ 
tachment to it. It was ofteli too dibcouiu^^ by the vil¬ 
lage officers from making onv permanent Jmpiovom on tn, 
lest ho should obtain indirocuy and without imithaso the 
privileges and inuuunitios ol Mccraedar. in short, his 
tenure, particularly under tho farming hystem, was ex- 
ceediugly precarious, smeo its contiuutMioo depended al¬ 
most entirely on the convouionco and interest of the vil¬ 
lage managers ; and if they did not frequently exercise 
those powers ojoction. thoir forbeanincc must not be 
aacrib^ to any regard to private righte. but tbe difficulty 
of procuring new tonaute after cxpelHug the old ones. 

99thu Tho prevalent rates of assessment mar be stat¬ 
ed, from the mquirics I have personally TnaHn during 
my late tour, to ^ as follows. 

100th. In tho Poona CoUoctorato tho highest rate per 
Becgah of diy land is Rs. C. As. 12. The lowest rate per* 
Beegah 6 Annu. The highest rate here shown appgM^ 
howover, to be unususlly oxorbitent, and it may he oon- 
vlndcd iW tlic Quantity of land occupied is reafly great¬ 
er than is cnterco m tho acccunU. 
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Baghftet or gartlon does nofc pay &i moat above Rs. C 
As.% per Beegah. la the Mawma Ra. 18 As* 8 is the 
bigheat rate per Beegah of land coltivated with Dhan or 
paddy. 

The lowest rate U Be. 9 Aa. 11 per Be^ah. 

101 at. In Ahmeduoggnr the highoat rent of dry land AbmedDaggvr, 
that 1 hare seen dooe not exoeed § Rapeea the Beegah^ 
thongh it probably risoe as high aa 8 Rnpeea in the Tery 
best ^il. The lowest rate per Beegah is 4 Annas. 

Baghaot or garden from 0 Rnpeee per Beegah to aa low 
n mjiT) aa Re 1 Aa 8. 

102nd. In Khondesh the beat dry land prodnees 3 *^'*«»<*«*» 
Rupees 8 Annas per Beegah, the worst abont 4 Annas. 

Baghaet pays na high aa 7 Rupeoa when watered by 
tnacbinory from wollb^ and aalow aa Re. 1 As. A 

When irrigated by natnrsl sircarDS or by aquodacts^ it 
yields from Ke. 1 As. 4 por Beegah to 20 finpeos. 

When rent is talKn Ihcrordtng to the descrintion of 
crop, it IS umially aa ^cllows» (or land watereo from 
streama •— 

SnoAfieAKi. 


Ut Bort 

of land por beegah 

Rb. 25 

2nd 

ditto 

SO 

3rd 

ditto 

.. 15 


WhXAT, Ollr-PLAKT, . 
/ndiaH Com per Beegnh, 


1st Bort 

1 ¥ $ 


10 

2nd ditto 

s ♦ s 


8 

drd ditto «»• .»• ••• 

• 

>1 

5 

Knifox»A Rice. 




1st Land per beegah . . 

»e 

Rs. 

15 

2nd ditto ... »«« 



12 

3rd ditto ••• ••• %i 

$ i 

fP 

10 

Brutjals, Pstfee, PmnrAJifs, 

A 

Ac. 



• • 

Isi liand ««• ••• 

see 

Rb. 

10 

2nd ditto •«« «(• 

ea» 


8 

3rJ ditto ««• 

aie 

SP 

5 
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In wme few Sngtrcose is mi to pi; m hwli 
M 70 Bopees, and a arnoda Koe 40 Kopaes per Bee|u. 

Id rillagee where tho iWDt ie fixed npoD Uie land and 
Dot DpoD the crcp, the rates Tar;, of eouraa^ aooordiDg 
to sitn&tiODs and circamstances, as haa been before de- 
Boribed. 

103rd* In Dharwar the rate of dr; land varies from 7 
Rupees to 4 Annas per Bemh. This includes the ver; 
beet of Uia rich black lend, and all the divenittes ^ 
mixed soil i Seven Rupees per Beogah is a ver; high 
rate, and is seldom paid without some lightly assosied 
fieldi being held along witii it. 

Baffliaet or garden plantation^ watered b; machiner; 
from Wellsj pays from 1 0 Rupees to 3 Hupces per Be^gah^ 
Bagfaaet watdM b; streams or a^nodnets pays from 13 
Rupees to 4 Rupees per Beegah. 

Paddy Und> watered solely by the monsoon rains, pays 
from 12 Rupees to 2 Rupees per Beegah. 


^ re^poct to tho propca^ion of the gross pro* 
which is received by tho Oovemment, the snsre 


PropoftioMot 
th«mit pr( 

tEe Kyut_ . < 1 - 

OoTerxkBiont. appropnated to the expense of cultivation, to the inaiu« 
te^DCe of tho Byut^s family, and the profit remaining to 
him, the opinions, as statco io the answers to my inter¬ 
rogatories by the Collectors, arc a good desi at variance 
with each other, so that it is not easy to come to a 
conclusion at all satisfactorjr Tbs proportions materialiy 
differ in different sitoations and drcuinstauces, as the 
land is rich or poor. If rich and well situstod for cul¬ 
tivation, the Ryat, after allowutg for the expenses of 
cultivation, can pay one-half of tho 'Smainder without 
any sort of distrM. If poor end unproductive, the 
payment of so lai^e a shw would not leave him suf- 
DCtent for the mainCenanec of himself, his family, and 
his cattle. 


105tL On a view of the whole, joined to my own in¬ 
quiries, I should come to tiio following resultI assume 
^t a Ryut of middling dreumstanoes keeps 4 bullocka 
and 2 doughs,'—that he holds 30 Beegahs of dry land, 
each &egRh yielding a gross produce of 144 soers of 
grain, orm ^e ag^fregatc 4,320 seers; the avenge price 
of wluoh nay bo at the rate of 48 seers tho Rupee, swell 
give him a return of 90 Rupees, tha t he holds be* 
sides one Boegah of Baghset land yielding sometimes lavo 
crops, sometimes one within the year, consisting of grain, 
sngarcaDe, or vegetables. The avmge of these will 
prndnee hhn 30 Rupees. whidi» added to the 90 Rupees. 



f irm A tot&l of lU. 120. The Sirkar share of the 
ty ^ud crop^ ae^omiog a Tnedmm of the prodoce of 
bl^k and mixed aoil^ would bo 35 rapeofij or about 
#lh8. Of the B^haot^ asaamiDg an ayorage prodace 
derivod from ito cultiration by moans of WeUs^ and of 
streams from rivers, the Ghivemment share would be 7 
ropees^ or about fthj making a total Goremmeat Sirk^s Share, 
share of Rs. 42, and leoving a balance to tie Ryut of 
Ks. 78. From tie Kjut^s share he has to defray tie fol* 
lowing expensoa, via. 


A share of the prime cost of his 4 bollocks valued at BspcoMi. 
100 rupees. These bnllockn arc cBtimated to be ser* 
viccable for 8 years, so ibat the annual proportion of the 
cost will be ... ... ... 12 6 0 

The oost of hie plouglin and the biro of a 
labouriT occasionally to help him ... ... 8 0 0 

Si*(«d for his dry land and hii Baghaot ... 9*8 0 

Fci»s of diHtrici snd vilhige oAicora and his 
t|uota of viUagu cluftitiol... ... 6 0 0 


2(1 0 0 

For the snpjKirt of tlic Ryut’s family tho MmqUusbcs 

following i'hargus riiuat bo uicurrod 

Cl rain for Hiibsistcnco, at tho rate of 4 
Heors daily, iN'sidcs the loads of grain 
which ho daily eats out of the crop when 
it comes to tnaturiiy ... 

Clothes for himself and family, inclading 
a hlsnket or two ... ... 

Sundry ex{H*n»*a at Uic mie of half a 
rupee pc'r mcnm'm «•« ... 

Total ... 


22 0 0 
15 0 0 
COO 
79 0 0 


From the obove ezponaes wo may, however, dodnet 
7 mpeoB gained by the fiyut ovor aud above tho pro* 
duoo of his crops by the saU« of ghco, luilk, slioep, lua* 
bnifalo, cnlves, atid sometimes poultry. Ho also 
makes something by hinng himself ocoamotially as a la* 
bouAir when not employed in his own lields, or letting 
oot his carts aud bullocks; and in cotton countries m 
makes something by the labour of bis women, who spin 
thread. Taking ciwit for tho ^ve proiita his net ez* 
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Profit. 


mnse^ and maintenance of hia family will be aboot 
72 nipeea, which deducted from 78, bis share q( g9*08S 
produce above sbown> loaves a profit of 6 Rupees^ after 
paying his rent and all charges. 


Reducing iltia amount to the scale of 100^ it will stand 
as follows 

Gross produce .«• . 100 

a 

Tlie Sirkar’s share is ... . 3I> 

The Ryut^s share is... ••• ... ... 65 

- 100 


Of the Ryot’s share there goes to feesi village 
oflicers, and to ozpenno of cultivation ... 'JO 

To the maintenance of his family/ eaiimated at 
CpersouB... ... ... •«. ... 30 

Saved, after paying bis agricultural stock and 
luauitaining his family ••• ... ... 5 

05 

DiaWuutofpro' lOCth. All the Collectors t^roo in stating tlmt dis- 

iraint of a Ryut’s property has very rarely neon resorttnl 
to for the rwisation of the Reveuno, aiKi tluit tliclr cal* 
tie, ploughsj and imploutents of husbandry «oro never 
sold for this pQr|>ose. As long ns a jadicious louity is 
thus exorcised, and free access allowed to tint Rynts to 
complain to tho Collectors of any extra ossossmoTit, the 
burthous upon them can never prose so lia^vily as U) 
i>cca.sion pennanent distress to thorn, or a defalcation of 
Kovetino to the Govomment. 


On Meeras in the Dektaan. 


Msena. 


IVnrnl sihI ori* 
Uuobtlul. 


107tb. The eziatonco of vnUtun, or as it is znoro com¬ 
monly called hy us meer<u, is very gonoraJ tltronghont the 
whole of that part of tho conquered territory whidi ex¬ 
tends from the Kisna to the range of Ghauts that divide 
Gungtoroo from Khandesh. It is not easy to ascertain the 
peri^ of its first institution, nor can wo with any certain¬ 
ty docido that its origin iu it>s pre^sent furui is ruferriblo tu 
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M very remote ora. TracoB of it may (rften be discover- 
od jfl acconots of upwards of 150 etiindiiig; uud 
ovcD whoQO it is not now to bo fouu^ the tnidition of the 
inbnbitants load us to believe that it onoc existed. 
Waste of many yoars^ standing froquoutly bears the name 
of its former occupants, who are . suppMod to have been 
hereditary tenants, l^is circamstance, howovur, alone 
would afford littio proof that the land had boon held on 
Moeras tenure, sinco in all parts of India particular Colds 
Assume tl^ namos of their old cultivators. As we find 
tho tenorcj howovov, vorv gouorally recogniaod for a long 
(xiuree of years, and all too inoidonte of it well understood, 
wo may fairly give it credit for cousider&ble antiquity, 
without going tho length of roferringit back to patriw*>lm) 
times, when right and or)nvctii6QCO wont hana in haud, 
HJid labour conforreil a title to property in land lying in 
common on tho first cultivator who cloarod and improv¬ 
ed it. 

I 

108th. This wns donbtlosa the original foundation of 
landed property. Ifht suhAoqiiont coD<]neHt and then^vo- 
Intionfi of contiirics m\mt often have caused it to change 
luiuds, and ootifoundod all originid titles. Hcoco, pi*o* 
perty in the soil becaoio at length vested in the So- 
vcn)ign power; but as the State could derive no beoe- 
ht land till it hod acquirod a value tlirough labour, 
an onlighiened ruler would aco tho advantage of allowing 
the laheuroc to enjoy a peni^eut interest, without whiclt 
there could bo no incentive to improve it. To this sense 
of mutual intorost between the Government and the PeaH- 
ant wo may ascribe the revival of landed property rather 
than to any positive institution of it, which wo may search 
for iu vain in the history of Ijidian Govemment 

lOOth. Of late roars the Mooknddums or headrt of 
villages in the Dekliaii appear to have very couimouly 
exercised the prtvlloge of granting appropriations of 
laTids upon M^ras tenure, and of taking frons tlie 
grantee a fee, the amoont of which varied with ibe 
fertility of the soil and the facilities it possessed of 
being improved. Thus, for lands in which wells might 
be dug, or water-conrsas introduced, it was not unusual 
to receive a payment at the rate of 2} rupees por Bee- 
gab, and for land not having these adranta^s one rupee 
per Beegah was the oustomary considemtion or 
srisfa,” on the delivery of which a Jfeems PuUur or 
herodiUry lease was gimited. Few ancient deeds of 
this sort ar(^ now to l>o found, bnt mauy of recent date 
are cxbuit in most villsgeb. The tenor uf these docu* 
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nente inYsmbly rang that the poegeseion it conferred 
from genemtion to generadon as long aa grantae^ ct 
bcdra, shall oontinae to par the Ocvemn^vU aseeBi^ 
ment according to the etiabUs^ usage of the village. 


1 lOih. These deeds are not alwajs drawn up with 
mneh. preoiaon or miiformitj in point of language j bat 
tfae 7 tfe seldom deficient ia any of the formalities eri* 
dence necesauy to give them validitjj the signstores of 
the mam^ters of the yillage being affixed, and aU the 
Baru BuUoics, or Tillage officers, bdng sabserihuig wit¬ 
nesses. Each momber reoeires at the time a Sir Pao or 
present from the new Meeraadar proportionate to his sup¬ 
posed oircamstanoes. 


111th. The aeqaisitioni faowerer, of Meeras is some¬ 
times made without the obeerranoe of theee oeremoniesj 
or the exaction of anj poctmiaiy fees. Very long-oonti- 
naed poseeBsion and rognltr oninterropted payment of 
the tame rate of assessmemt, without any formal pnnt, 
seem occa^onally to hare gireq a title not only to oere- 
ditary possession, but to all the prinL^^es of a Meerasdar4 


112th. In the commentaries of Hindoo Law it is 
said that land can be courted by the formal assent of 
the town’s people, but it is also glared that the per¬ 
mission of die Kng, if not his express assignation, is 
necessary to give validity to the alienation. This rule 
seems to be recognised by piost Hindoo Law authorities, 
and it would, is my opinion, be superfluous to cite facta 
to prove that it is the established usage. It is obrioas, 
indeed, from the joint nature of the property, in which the 
Government and the Ryut possess a o')-existent right, the 
Government to receive its re venae, the Ryut to enjoy 
the produce, that it cannot be alienat^ without the Stated 
leave. The fees <h* fines, therefore, taken by the Mookud- 
dums are, strictly speaking, public property, and not pri¬ 
vate perquibites; and except in cases where they are 
clandestinely appropriated, mej are always laid out in the 
improvement of the village, die repair of the temple, or 
the public Choultry for travellers, but not unfrequently in 
making up the deUcations of vdlage rent, mid in propi¬ 
tiating die favour of the Govemroent officers. The fees 
were seldom brought directiy to the |Miblic account, diou^ 
the Eamavididar, or the Government itself sometimes re-' 

ceived in the shape of a Sw Pao a share of the amount. 

« 

118th. The formal confirmation of such alienations 
by tbe superior public officers is perhaps sufficient to 
establish tnat the llookuddums alone do not possess an 
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Mclwre anUioritj to 4i0pcM of Unds in p OT et mt y, bat it 
ba««often been seen that tbe lugh dezDUu of Qotm^ 
ment ooo^ not be satisfied witboot 4 octmiTaDoe at tacb 
alisoatfions. ^lifl reasoHi indeed^ for arcing ihem is often 
specified in the Ueeras Pattn^ and the drouzistatioe 
not only accounts for the freqoent tolmtion of piao- 
tioe, but for the fact of Oovenunent having freqpestly 
wared its right of interference when on the point cn 
exarcai|ing itj an incident which is adverted toby Col- 
leotov of rjx>na in hia discassion of this topic. 

114th. A Byut having once aoqnired the hereditary 
right of occupancy is, k^ether with his hears, entitled to 
it in perpetuity, or to dispoee of it by sale, gift, or 
mortgage, ana according to tw nsage XMchan, 

without previously obtaining the permission of the Gov¬ 
ernment. In practice here there appears, therefore, to 
have been exercised a greater latitude is.stnct- 
ly allowed by Hindoo Law, which, acoordiug to Mr. 
Ellies^s able exposition of jt. would prohibit the die except 
by the King's oonse&t. Oovermnent has somethnea in¬ 
terfered, but it is not usual, sinco its revenue is not af¬ 
fected by these alienations. The purchaser takes the 
Meeras subject to the discharge of the public dues which 
must be paid according to the village rate, whether the 
laud bo cultivated or lie fallowno remissions being 
allowed, except in cases of great failure of crops, or 
other eerione calamity. • 

115th. A Heerasdar, unable himself to till his land, 
endeavours to let it to some of his co-partners or rela¬ 
tions, either for a money-rent or a share of produce. If 
the latter, the proprietor's share may be aliout one-half 
when the land is of the beet quality; but if it be of a mid¬ 
dling sort, the rent do^ not exceM a Uiird or a fourth of 
the gross prodnee. Much will depend on the state of 
the land, and the expense aod labour required to cultirate 
it. The Meerasdar oontinaes to be responsible for the 
Government dues as long as he is present, and he re¬ 
tains his right entire over the land, from wbidi he is not 
liable to be ousted from the circnmstance of his not 
having himself cultivated it A Meerasdar, however, may 
usually be considered both landlord and farmer, for as the 
land tax is commonly so high as to absorb all the land¬ 
lord's rent, little surplus of profit is left, unless ihe oulti- 
vatiod of the land be underMen by tho Meerasdar him¬ 
self. In the event of his letting 1^ land and emigrat¬ 
ing, the person cultivating the land will be expect^ to 
discharge the public assessment, if there be no uthor 
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moans of realizing it. In point of assosamont the Ueersa* 
dar has nsoidlj little to DOoAt of ovor tho Ooporo^ i ^ 
high indeod for the most part is the monoy^rent that> if 
Meoras land bo relinquished, it is ofton onltiTaiod hj an 
Oopuroc, either at a reduced rent or on Cowle lor a giren 
term of years; and is seldom, or over, let <m terms ex- 
cooding ^6 Meeras rate. The roaaon parity is, that to 
a touant-at^will it does not yield so lar^ a cre^, beoansa 
he does not bestow tho samo pains in manoring and 
iinproTisg it, from his not being assored oftCondnuing 
in tho o^pancy. Whoreos the owner himself is prompt¬ 
ed by his interest to giro a moch more indnstnons at¬ 
tention to its coltorOi and to tho means of angmonting 
his returns. Hence tho produce from a given quantity ^ 
improTod Mocraa land in the possession of a Moorasdar 
is often found to be 25 per cent, greater than when it 
folia into the hands of a temporary occupant. 


Ildth. Tho rent of o landed estate in England has 
been computed at about |rd of t^e gross produce. It 
ugoncrally a rent certain; but when by tom^rary causes 
it lias been raised to an aitificiol height, as wo have lati^Iy 
sceu in England, it is liable to groat flnetuaiion. Here 
ihi^ Govemment share of Mooms is supposed to have 
been fixed originally at oue-lialf, but the proportion lie- 
comes smaller accor^ng as the land has been subse<|uent- 
ly fertilised. Punctuality of payment, owing to tlio im« 
cc^rtainty of seasons, is IcsW to bo depended upon thaii in 
Englana; tho rent ought, therefore, to be higher. Tho 
Government shore of tho prodneo frcni land hold by 
tonants-at-will iji roundly estimated at the samo proportion 
as that of MeorasdarB, but it is nsnaUy much smaller, for 
the Oopnroe having but a precarious interest, must be 
compensated by a lugher iramediate profit. The profits 
of Ooparece in some places have indWd boon found so 
large as to tempt Meerasdars to throw up their Wuttuns 
and to cultivate waste land on Cowle. This of course 
is not allowed, except on condition of their continuing 
to pay the public revenue dne from their Meeras. Wore, 
however, tho assessment of waste lands properly regulat¬ 
ed by survey, there would be no great temptation to 
prefer waste to cultivated laad~a preference which, if 
it prevailed to any extent, might reduce the public reve¬ 
nue, and <^i>ttiTvi*h the G^)ital stock of the country. * 

117th. Though temporary causes may for a time in¬ 
duce a Meerasdar to absmdon bis Meeras, he is so attach¬ 
ed to it that ho seldom aliouatos it but from extreme ne- 
ccaaity. If livm maolveacy be is obliged to throw it up, 
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will ntiM hAVe ffreat forI>eamnce shown to him, snd will 
be cAieidered entitJod to reokim the poopooBion os the 
expiratioQ •of hBj temporal^ lease to another perscHi, if 
he retarns within a reasonable period* Bnt if zrom l<mg 
absence it shall have bean formall; granted on lleeras 
tenors to another^ that person wUl not be liable to deotion. 
The right, boweyer, to Meeras is not forfeited bnt ^ long 
dereliotion, and a oonsidorable time is required pre* 
scription to oonstitnte an absolnte diyestatnre. Some 
peopld ^ se far as to maintain that emigrant Meerasdars 
hare a right to claim their Wottnns if they retom within 
a oentoiT, jproyided they discharge all expenses inoaired 
daring their absence, ^e difficulty of determining what 
may haye been the profits, expenses, and losses for a long 
oonrae of ye^n mast aso^ly, it may be supposed, prore 
an almost insarmoontable to the land Ming restor* 
ed to the former owners. 

IlSth. The right of Goyernment to dispose of Meeras 
after long absence of the Heeraadar does not seem to be 
disputed. A Meerasflar <foclimng to sow his field, or to 
pay the pablio revenue ^on may bo compelled to give 
m a written deed of renunciation. Withoat this chock 
trho rights of Govemmont on the Meeius would often bo 
compromised by the contumacy or inability of the holder. 
Meeras is forfeited like all property by treason or rebel¬ 
lion, bat a provhdoD is osnally made for the family. Goy- 
ernmeut sometimes assigned interest in Meeras land 
in Enam to iodividnals, bnt this alienation in nowise af¬ 
fected the right of the Meerasdar. 

n9th. The royival of long dormant <^ima to Mooras 
relinquished would bo so inoonvenient that some period 
ought perhaps to bo limited, beyond which they ^ould 
not be cognisable. 

120tb« Meeras by the Hindoo Laws of succession must 
often be split up into very minute shares, and the only 
limit to so inconyenient a partition is when the share be¬ 
comes GO small os to bo no longer divisible, 'fhe evil at a 
certain point, therefore, corrocts itself. Tho members so- 

E te as Ef^n did, when ho wont into tho land of 
nteeir from the face of his brother Jacob, tho land 
of Canaan being no longer able to bear them.*^ 

* 12l8t Mooras, though divided, often remains entered 
in the^name of the original possessor. This, I believe, 
is the oaso in the JuUia or federatiye system, which is 
woU described by Captain Robertson in fais answers to 
*my queries. Each Jatha forms a sort of clanship, and 
on the doccitfc of any one belonging to it without heirs, 
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his share de7olfes to tfie nemst of kiB| who is held re* 
sponsible for the pablic rent of it» and on his failnr^ Ae 
whole Jutha or clan is considered answerable^ A snb- 
stantial Sjut often ocoupies the shares that hare fidien 
into the sarviying stock of man; of his relatiyet. In 
this case he is expected to provide for'the maintenMioe 
of the widows or infanta of the deceased inoombeats. 
Even though the sarviving members of the clan are too 
poot to admit of their cultivating the lapsed shares of 
those who have become extinct the; still cling to" them 
vritb some tenaci^, and seldom alieh^ the Meeraa rights 
exoept in ease of * urgent neoessit;. If utterl; ineapa« 
ble of oocap;ing them, tiie ofiicen of Goverameat inter¬ 
fere in procuring their cnitivation b; Oopurees or stran¬ 
gers, bot this is only done when no other rosouroa is left 
for preventing the loss which Govomment would other¬ 
wise sustain from their lying fallow. Whenever the cor¬ 
porate body of the Meerasd^ can oonveniently be made 
answerable, this interference is dispensed with. 

122nd« The sale of Ueeras ^land) when it does occur, 
does not fetch much money, except whore it has hoea 
greatly improved. The circumstance of its being so 
nttle a marketable commodity, notwithstanding tiie many 
advantages of the tenure, proves that the assessment is 
usually so high as to leave but a small residue to the pro¬ 
prietor. 


123rd. Captain Grant dud Captain Pottinger compute 
that it is worth from 6 to 7 jears* purcha^. My in¬ 
quiries lead me to think it does not average more than 2 
or 3, but any considerable expenses that may have been 
recently incnired iu improving the estate are sometimes 
reimbursed by the purdiasor over and above the amount 
of the sale. If the sale of Moeras is so unproductive, it 
may be supposed that little can be raised upon it by 
mortgage. Land yielding 200 rupees of gross 
duce can seldom be mortgaged for more than 100. The 
mortgagee in case pays the public dues on the land, 
whidi is redeemable on the liquidation of the debt, with 
such interest as may have been mutually stipulated. 

124th. The value of Ueeras is said not to have in¬ 
creased since the accession of oor Government. It is 
perhaps less a saleable property than it was, because land 
not Ueeras is now to be h^ on terms somewhat cheaper, 
with security almost equally good that the ocoupsht will 
be allowed to continue in unmsturbed possessioD. That ' 
the competition for Ueeras should be diminished is, there¬ 
fore, not surprising. The extortions of the Bevenue 
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farmen ondar tlie Pesliwa tiiimiened to eo&foosd the 
Modkasdar with the Ooporee. Th9 modentioa of cmr 
Goremm^t bide fair to prodooe Ae same effect in a daf- 
teeat waj, hy making the tenucy of Uko Ooporee nearfy 
aa valnabte aa tiiia hereditaij oocapan^ ^ the I t ee r ae 
dar, 

ISSth. A Ueerasdar poeaesoee eeTeral privilegee. In PriHi«M of 
the Hawnl ot hiU diatriote in the SjadzM naige, he ia M a w aw ia 
exMQpted from the tax paid by oth^ claaaee on mar- 
riagoi cellad Lugouti TMta, alao from the Pot Dan^ a §ori 
of aiapeniation lee on marrying a widow, or a wtfe that 
hBB been repodiati^ He payv no house tax. tinleis he 
has more one dwelling. He ia exempted from the 
buffalos tax for one boffaloe^ and from the payment of the 
Danka, a fee levied on performing oertain ceremonies of 
singing and rqoietng at tiie celebration of weddinga or 
betruthinga. He haa a voice in all the Village ootm- 
cil% has a right of t^nre on ths Village oommona. can 
bnild a house and aiopoee of it hj Bale> whidi an Oopn- 
ree ta not always allowed to do. On the oontraiy. if the 
Oopnree leaves the villagei hia honse becomes the pro¬ 
perty of the township. 

126th. In the Easterndistriots his privil^esare neariy 
the same^ with some additional marks of oonsideration. 

He and bis wife are entitled to precedency before 
an Oopnree in all invitations to marriages or dinners, 
and in receiving Betel or ta^g leave, or on other occa¬ 
sions of ceremony. He is siso exempted from the pay¬ 
ment of fees to the Patel under the hei^ of Googree and 
Pel ffiura. He can also form a respectable connexion 
by marriage, which an Oopnree can nray do. 

127th. From this emtmeration it will be seen, that Sopsttor advaa- 
thoQgh the land tax paid by the Meerasdars is ordinarily ^ Moem« 
as high as that of tne Ooporee. and sometimes higher. 

E et hia privileges and imxnnnities are snoh as to render 
is situation mnch more eligible tiian that of tite latter. 

He acquires, as it were, a aettlement. and becomes a free¬ 
holder in his village, and by that means attains to a de¬ 
gree of personal consequence which {daces him tar above 
tbe levm of the tenant-at-will, who holds on annual lease 
renewable, or on Cowle. for a shcrt term of ysera. The 
•one is a free, the other a base tenure. The Memnsdar 
not being liable to discretionary qectmenfc by the village 
^c6rt. m often animated to exertion by the oertamty of 
enjoying the fmita of his industry. He can oonfidttctly 
nndertsSce expensive improvements, by TnaVing w^. 
constructing machinery for raising water, or by means of 

s eswf 
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new channels frmn KuIIbIib or rivers cBn insure to Uoi- 
self constant sources ofinigstion. He can also Bubsti* 
tate the more vaJoable speosee of prodoct (or tiie coarser 
sorts with which the land was originally mUtiyat^. 

128th. These are all msnifeet advantages which have 
occasioned the gradoal extension of Meerss property 
wbereTer it has once been introdnced^ and its p rogrees 
has not been arrested by the exactions cf the rnli^g au¬ 
thority. The profits of improving Meeras have not, how¬ 
ever, in an of the country oeen left ezolnsivaly to 
the Heerasdar. It is the onstom for the Govemmest ia 
some places to participate under particnUr ciroumstanoea. 
If the Meerasdar convert dry land into garden or wet 
cnltivatioii by digging wells, he is made to oontribnte an 
additional tax of 4 or 6 mpees for each welli or to pay 
the garden or plantation instead of (he ^ land rate of 
assessment. In genera], however, the original rate of as- 
SMsment is confined without any addition. The practice 
of levying an additional cess tends todiecoange improve¬ 
ments, and I have therefore deemed it politic to forbid its 
introduction wherever it is notairea^ established by cus¬ 
tom. Where it is usual to levy encreased rates on dry 
land being converted into garden or paddy cultivation, 
the usage is continued. When, however, the expenses 
are likely to be great, the Meerasdar, before commencing 
the improvements, obtains a Cowle for a long period, 
sometimes extending to 12 years, till the expiration of 
which time it is stipulated ^hat he shall contmue to pay 
only the dry land rate of asseasment. 

129tii. In some few instances I have heard that the 
Baghaet rate has been imposed on dry lands thus improv- 
ed, in places wbe^ the augmentation was contrary to 
usage; but this being an unpopular, if notanuniust mea¬ 
sure, its recurrence will, if possible, bo prevented 

ISOth. It has not been nnuBuiJ in some parts of the 
country to levy once in three years what is called a Mee^ 
ras Puthir tioni the Meerasdars. A bouse tax is Borne- 
times also taken from them, but this of rare occurrence. 
The exaction of ibe Heeras Puttur may be considered, I 
think, originally to have been pn encroachment on the part 
of the Government, probably to make up village balances, 
but it has now be^me justifiable on the score of long 
prescription. One of the great defecte of the Meeras 
tenure is, that the Meeras Puttur very rarely shows what 
the Ryut has to pay, nor at all oorreotly what extent of 
ground he holds. Nothing can be more indefinite than 
^e usual wording of these documents. In regard to the 
rate of payment the most important particular, there is 
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teldom aii^ maDtion acept what is eantaiced is a l&afSnHe vofd- 
lo^j aettinf forth, that Hems^ is to pay 
toa miioitwry raUi ibnt as thsy hara bees alwayi foota- 
atmg, what are oostomaiy, k kft too modi to tw dism- 
tiw of toe local antoority to decide. Time are aonie fow 
, exertions to tois obeeiratioo in oaees of abatement 
gimted by the township as a specifio tndnlgence to indi* 
vidtuds, toe oonnnnoity agreeing to make good the defi- 
^oiency in the standard Oopenunent assessment. 


181st In Poona the proportion of Heerasdan to Propcfftioo of 
QopnreeSi or tesanU-at-will, if we inolado Patels and ^ 

other Wuttaodam, may be at^ut three to one. In Sat* 
tara it is reckoned, there are about 2 Ueeraadars to one 
Ooporee. In Ahmednnggur toe nnmbm of Meerasdars 
ana Ooparees is oomput^ to be neariy oqnal. These 
esticoates, howerer, do not give the proportion of Meeras 
to Oopnree laud, which cannot be asc^^ned wijth any 
sort d aocuracy without a revenue survey. 


132nd. In Khandesh there are few Moeraadsrs, except Hems in Khsa* 
a small number in a fow Mohals which are said to 
have formed a part of MuUik Umbor's Government 
The little Meeras there is, can hardly be said to 
possees toe properties of this tenure, as it has not been 
castomary to soil, or purchase it Captain Briggs deems 
to be of opinion that the Meeias tenure has generally 
ceased to exist since the Moohummedan conquest in 
1806. Ryuts^ however, who* have long held land are 
nearly on the footing of Meerasdare, inasmuch as 
it is not customary to disposasss them of the occupancy. 

Of old heredity Bynts compared with temporary ten¬ 
ants the proportion may be as d to 10. LAndt in which 
this sort of right of occupancy is obtained by long pos¬ 
session are considered divisible amongst the members of 
families, but the principle of exacting a fixed rent is not 
observed, the poverty of the people rendering occasional 
abatement indispmisably necessary. 


ISSrd. In the Ahmednuggur CoUectorate the observ- Heens is 
anoes in respect to Meeras are nearly omilar to those Ahmedftuggur. 
of other coUectoratee. To the north, beyond the Oo- 
daveree, and to the north-esst of the bills which divide 
the high land of Nuggar from the low land of Seogam, 
the existence of Meeraaee right becomes less general, 
and toe difference between it and toe Oopuree tenure 
more* faint and indistinct In the Patoda Districts of 
Oangturee toe right is so far impaired toat the practioe 
of buying and seUiog Meeras hM become obsolete. In 
toe event of poverty on the part of the Byat, or in the 



CMe of ha loaring hift hud tuplmgkod^ 'he is dlowad • 
ptfiul CFT totel muiooa of the rent. Indeed^ diu6oglh 
ont Ahififtdnnggnr, the prinapk m which dim of 
Goveramoit mm Meme ire ooandered pe^khle mdmr 
oiraiizi8tan<m» whether the land be o^tfre^ or aot^ 
eppeare to here been from lon^ dieiiee in e ooosidmble 
decree loot eight of. I hare in ooneeqoenoe deemed it 
nepomry to recall it to the CoUeotor'a reooUectioi^ on a 
late oceasim^ when remiwmona were reootmne&ded to a 
village of wluch the land U chiefly Meeras very Bg^y 
inemed, and the cnltivators generally enbetantial^ »d 
on which Uie profite of the coltivatora in former 
had been oonaiderable. 


Priority of right 
of pQt^Me on* 
]o^ bj the re* 
lottvaidlloeraft* 
dm 


ISith Is the Ak<da Pm^fonna of Ahmednoggor, and 
probably in many other plaoee^ the cnstom prevaile of 
remving to the rriatiree of a Meeraadar who widies to 
sell hit Wuttnn» the first option of bang the purchaser. 
On their declining to boyi the preferenoe is given to the 
PatelSf and after them the pr^dpal Meeraedars have a 
priori^ of claim before the Meeras' can be disposed of 
to an inhabitant of an adjoining fiQ^ge, or to a stranger. 
This is a limitation of tiie right of aliening this sort of 
pro perty ^ which, without impairing its valne, is atteoded 
witn the good effect of maintaining an nnity of interests 
amongst me members of tiie villago oommunityj and tho 
custom therefore ought not, in my opnion, to be inter¬ 
fered with* 


Si«6mdo«soot lS6th. In the Bonthem Mwfaatta Country Meeras 
eslft u the not exist at all, even in tiioee parts of the country 

Coaatry, nor io which have been, most free from oppreesion. Nor is it 
but is found in any p«t of the B o o j iyoor District. If it ever 
foaod ehoat Sb^ gj j exist, it has been so entirely extirpated by the over- 

assessment of the Beej^oor soverdgns, and subseqaent 
exactions ot the Moghul Omras, Chat neitber the memo^ 
nor the record of it w extant. Permanent oocupancy is, 
however, recognised, but no instanoee of the sale of land 
are to be met with. It is too highly taxed to be an de¬ 
ject of purchase, when plenty of waste is to be had for 
nothing. Further north towards fito]i^>oor we again 
discova* Meeras or private property on tiie same fomng 
as in Sattan azid Ahmednugg^. As we proceed, how¬ 
ever, to the eastward, on the^isam’s frontier, we loee 
a great degree the tiaoe of Meerasee r^t, which haa 
probably b^n obhtdmted by the iron hand of the Jater 
Moghul Governs. 

XMiwinSsi. I86tb. The privileges of Meeras in Sattarauethe 

same as in other parts ^ the Dekhao; no control is ex* 
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137&. Tbe CoHeotor of Poona nukes sereral good 
obaof^atiotii os tfaa sobject of Meeras is bis letter m tbe 
lat Ma^ 1820j whi^ lua been alreadj submitted to Oor- 
eminent He also the snl^eot at some langtii 

in his answers to Ae rerenne queries. Uncb light is 
thrown on tbe subject, tbongb bis definition of tbe 
tenare is not perb^u strictly aocniate. It is not an abeo* 
Inte allodial property in tbe soil which the Meeraadar 
poMeeses> bat a right of permanent oocnpanpy^ a pro¬ 
perty in nenfmct, held on the conation of payin|f. to the 
State a share of the produce. The Collect thinks that 
the institution of MWraa was antecedent to the Mns- 
snlman oonqaest of tbe ofinntry, but he does not addnoa 
any proof of this remote antiqni^. The GoTemznent 
rent ne setunates to hare been fixedi agreeably to tbe 
law of Mnnnoo, at not mneh more or leas than a sixth of 
the prodnee, but I am nnable to discorer the date on 
whion this oonjectore is foonded. 

]38th. That tbe sorereign was proprietor of the soil 
is distinctly expressed in Uoanoo in Tarions places^ par* 
ticolarly where it is stated that he would ponish tbe onl* 
tiyator for injnring the landy or telling to sow it in doe 
season. This point is perhaps nndi^tod, except by 
Colonel Wilks and ^nqnetil Da Perron. Had the rul¬ 
ing anthority not poseesM this power, pablic embarrass¬ 
ment most often ure followed, sinoe the reecoroee pf 
the State depended iJmost entirely upon its land rare- 
nne. That the ri^t resided in tbe Byat as long sa he 
paid the Government rent, is equally certain. What 
was the proportion to be rendered seems never to have 
been fixed with ai^ predsion. It answers little mipose 
to go back to the Laws of Monnoo to prove that Qoyenr- 
ment at that epoch took only |th. It only pmves, 
after all, the necessitiea of (^vemment were not 
then so great as they ^ve aabseqnently been, or psr- 
haps wito more pro^bOity that the state of husbandry 
was ^6tt so impWfeot th^ no more oonld be cixaeted 
compatibly with the existence of the coltivator. Tbe 
vagne way in which the Iaw is stated, left it to the King 
to take what he liked. Tbe valoe, themfore, of property 
depended much upon tbe character of the ruling power. 
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In tuoet of necesaitj Ee oonld take a fbortE^ trat 10 it 
was ifnite dwTetionsiy with him to determifie wxtSi re¬ 
spect to the orgeney of the occasitm# the atoonnt of 
demaod must hare been alwajs unoertam. 


jQtk«nit«tD 139^ Captain Bobertso&^s description of the JuAa 

system, sJreaay adverted to, is partictdarly worthy of 
attention. It appears to have been founded on a respon- 
sibHity, joint ana several, which' is alike beneficial to ,tba 
Members and to Oovemmenb, inasmuch aa ^ openktes 
on the one hand as a stuDolus to indnsfry, and leads to 
an eanal distribution of the burthens of the villsM, whilst 
on the other it conduces to the secority of the public 
revenue. The payment of the public dues was of necessify, 
however, partially remitted in cases of misfortune 

when the circumstances of the Ryuts aid not admit of 
its rigid realisation. Captain Robertson has very judf« 
ciously eudeavoured to restore the Jutba system to its 
pristine vigour, and his measures appear to be consider¬ 
ate. 

140th. The Juthaa must not be too suddenly or rigid¬ 
ly made responsible for waste, lest distress should ensoe. 
The principle of the collective liability, when acted upon 
with modemtioQ, furnishes, in my opinion, an incentive to 
industry and a security against default; the capability, 
however, of tiie clans must be kept in view. When lands 
are waste, it is not sufficient to tell the resident tenants 
that they are answerable.* ThcMamuIutdar must go to 
the villi^ and ascertrin the cause, and, if there be good 
reason, specially fix the responsibility on the particular 
parties to wbom^it attaches, or at least as much of it as can 
he borne, without aggravating the evil. . If wasteland bo 
included tn the settlement withont this caution, increased 
ombairasament will be the necessary result at no distant 
period. Pet^ losses only can be made good by the col¬ 
lective body. Considerable general failures must be met 
by suitable remissions. 
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141 st The Collector thinks that a Ryntwar settlement 
with each Ueeraadar, for snoh part only of his lead as he 
actmdly cnltivatee, is calcnlatro to relieve from respon¬ 
sibility each Jutha, and the whole of the Jutbas as a body 
corporate,* bat should a Meeraadar fail to pay, I esau per¬ 
ceive DO reason why the Juthaa should be exonerated. « 

Votn Tensnu 14Snd. In regard to the under-tenants of M eor yidars, 
of Ueerudsrt. who, Captain Robertson thinks, may be brought too much 

forward by the indiridnal settlment, it may be observed 
that we have nothing whatever to do with them, except • 
upon the utter failure of the Meeraadar to pay his rent; 
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wk^ tfae OoTdnunent will of coofw^ m & iMt resource, 
liA7a« hold opoa tkQ t^rre-tenut for its Ahare of tko 
prodooe. ^ ^ 

14Srd. The Collectop is very properir u advocate far Adrantacw to 
preservmg the rights of Uemadu^, a line of poGoy 
wluoh he strenuously recommends in several plaoes; bat nghtg of Heem- 
BS no body, I trust, has ever thought of invading dmir 
ri^ta,the disonssioa of the qnestioD at any length would be 
superfluous. Whether theltjnt has acqoirea his Meeraa 
land by pufthase, by grant, or by long poesession, afford- 
ing a preecriptive bUe, it is the intereet of Govenunent 
to confirm him in it, provided he be a good tenant who 
regularly pays his rent. If a bad tenant^ it is equally 
for the intemt d Government that he should be per¬ 
mitted to sell his usnfructasiy right to a more punetnal 
and substautial cultivator, since Government cannot 
make so much of it by any other means at its dimosaL 
All that now remains to m done is to fix the right by 
defining the annnal paym^t that is to be rendered for it* 

This being hitherto iffdefinite, has left Government vir- 
ta^y possessed of the ^power of annihilating the Uee- 
raaee tight by enhancing the assessment, a prorogative 
which, Usptain Robertson says, it has exerci^ for the 
last 30 or 40 years. The exercise of this mischie/oos 
desoretion in future can only, I think, be effectually pre¬ 
vented by a eUrv^, which shall recori what the assess¬ 
ment shall be. 


144th. Captain Bob^tson having admitted ^e allo¬ 
dial right of tho Prince in the soil, seems also disposed 
to recognise a coDcarrent right in the ^lagers to sell 
nnoccapied land, called Ohutkool Ueeras, or land that 
has lapsed from tbe death or absence of Meerasdars. 
The right of Government to dispose of Ghntkool land 
not beiog disputed, tho right of the corporation to do 
80 , too, seems to be incompatible with it, and the admis¬ 
sion of thdr right would lead to many inconveniences, 
because these alienations have been connived at, or even 
occasionally sanctioned, it is not hence to be inferred, that 
the heads of villages are the proprietors of land so re¬ 
linquished, and can dispose of it ad^libUum for a valu¬ 
able consideration. As long as ihe maximnm xwt of a 
village, whether Kama] or Tankha, was paid, Government 
evidently oared not what became of the land. Were 
this sttndard now payable without variatson. Government 
might still, with advantage, give np its title to the waste 
Jands, and idlow them to m sold or given away. But ae 
we levy no standard Kumal or Twkha aeaeasamit by 
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whole Tillies, bat on Ae ooatr aj y wnke dedaetioiii, 
acoording ae coitmtim ie extended or it 

would be tiswise to allow the imdoabtod right of 0o7- 
erament to be thoa oompRwiaed. It in the mtereit of 
the State to render the Meens tennre ta gwraral m pot' 
sib1e» and wito certain tiaitetioiu toe riSage omoere 
may be permitted to promote ite eatabliahment; bat it 
may be aoobted whether toe nsqaalified admiariM d the 
pretended right of toe riHagen to ocmfer it woold not 
m a teur to ita extenaion. ' 


gen to Mil Uod 

ODght QOt to to 
admitted. 


145to. It appeara that toot^h long poaaetsioii has 
aometimea been allowed to conatitate a tiuB, it haa not 
aiwaja been acquired bj npwarda of h^f a oentniy of 
nnintempted oocopancr. The drcnmata&oe is partlj 
to be aaoribed to toe jealonaj of the Fatela^ springing out 
of this usurped power of lerTing a fine, without which 
thej hare bw unwilling to coafirm toe Bjnt aa a pro¬ 
prietor or freeholder * 

146to. I have been thus psrticvlar in dwdling npon 
this aubiectj in order to prevent any concloaion bang 
dxawD, tw toleration of the sale of viUage land by the 
vtllagen haa grown into an abstract right to sell, which 
is inconsistent with the admitted paramount superiority 
of the Goveroinent. Whilst toe village oommunil^, as X 
have shown, was responsible for a fixed sum* under a 
Mounawar s^lement, no body inquired how it was raised. 
That responsibility in a great d^ree ceasing after the 
introdnction of the Byutwar settlement* Government 
rnnst d course secure its own righte, and see that they 
are not now The pri^ege of selling, Cap¬ 

tain Boberteon states, in a snbsMuent part of his answer 
to the queries^robably d^)endea upon toe payment of 
a Tunklia or Karo^ rental. I thinx 1 have sufBciently 
shown that was certamly the case beyond aU ques¬ 
tion* 


Atoses in diV 
pofing of land* 


147to. In toe 77to and some following paras, the mal¬ 
versation that attonda the di^)osal of waste land on Cowle 
by his revenue o&cers is described by the Collector of 
^oona. They all tend to prove toe neceeaty of a thorough 

* ATofc. ^Theae gnat* hj an aoaatiilDg Uto the** dnoritod 

BUokftoo^ where B* wja: *'Tben Infarktr Lora togan to oam out 
' and gtnst to othar* itQl mote ouDiite estate* to to A*Ai a* wf Awn* 

* Mbst. asd wwn *0 prooMdiog downward* to AMtoa ,* tm tto Saps- 

* ttor Lord* dtoarrsd that by tail method of *ub4ftf*ndatt0B jtoy lo*t 

* iU their fendiJ^rodti cd waMsbips, tnarriag*^ and eachaati, vhieli 


toU Into tto hand* of Aw* mowe or middle lord* wto wwe A* is« 
* w*diaU *Dp<rior* of tto TVfWwato, or him who ooeaplad the land.*' 
Thi* M to piVTtoloaiby ^tes* *nh>infsndatioa* were rendered *tth** 

Iset to tto &iog'* ptsrogatirs. 
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inqairf into local peculiarities be tneaiis of 4 topom- 
piiioftl snrrey of the lands. Cowles may then ba sarely 

jtoa if common vigilance be observed bj tJie 
Conector, tbef cannot be abused. If indiaorininat^^y 
given, without reference to the nature of the soil, and the 
period during which it has been waste^ they will rest upon 
a very onsCaole foundation. If given at too high a x^tej 
they must lead to failure on the part of specnlating &urm- 
ers. If at too low a one^ they will occasion tiie abaa- 
donnfhnt oC cultivated land by drawing too large a portion 
of agricultural stock to waste. 

148th. I Itave already recommended that a revenue 
eurver should be iostitntMj and if a Byatwar settlement 
is still to be pursued, I venture strongly to urge the 
necessity of it. 'fhe Collector of Poona, the PoUtioal 
Agent at Satara, and the Principal Collector at Dharwar, 
have brought forward several argnments in favour of the 
measure to which I bog leave to refer.* Without it 1 
fear the ductuation in thy rate of the assessment of land 
may prove very prd^udicial to the Kynts, whose rents 
from not being defined by any anthentic acconnte, are 
liable to be raised or lowered by an arbitrary standard 
at the discretion of the local officerb^ who, owing to 
inexperience, and somotimes to misinformation, make 
sudden inn ovations, from which either injoiftice to indi* 
vidua) s, or an uncalled-for sacrifice of revenue is almost 
Kuro to result. ^ 

] 49th. A snrvoy must always be the ground-work of 
a proper Byntwar settlement. Without it the Byuts are 
in a nmuner abandoned to the discretion of the village and 
district officers—a discretion which, we know, is ^ways 
abused. An equitable apportionment of the assessment 
of districts possessing various capabilities can never be 
made by any Collector from the present imperfect mate** 
rials, with any sort of certainty, t^t it may not contain 
gross errors. When the value of ev^y field is fixed, 
and the a<^(K>unt8 methodised, any Collector of the most 
tnoderate capacity may make the settlement, and all in¬ 
tricate and perplexing ecrutinies hereafter are rendered 
unnecessaiT. A survey affords the means in many cases 
of re’eetab&shing genuine rights where they have been 
ijifringed, and (ff giving to others an acknowledged fora, 
substance, and value, which they can hardly be said to pos¬ 
sess w4ien the demands of Government are left unlimited. 

160th. Kobody, however, can be more oonvinced 

* Vide aoswert to qasriM tad revuse Utten. 
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tlinn 1 am, of the anpolicy of attompiiog a sorrey assm* 
ment id a crade and hasty maoner^tiothiHg could Ise at- 
tended 'with luore mischidroos reaalta, and i^pieas al;de 
revenue officera can be fonnd to dedicate the^ tine for 
some years to a general enpenntendeuce of such a snr« 
vey settlement, it bad better not be undertaken^ The 
want of a survey is, however, 1 thinks sufficiently eri-* 
dent from the accoant I have already given of gene* 
ral destmction of all accurate recoil of villages, which 
often compels the Collector to make his settlement at m 
mere venture* In this predicament, the risk of mistakes 
cat! only be diminished oy keeping on the side of mo¬ 
deration, by means of which, if the coantry does not im* 
prove, it is to be hoped it will not retrograde. The rights 
of the Ryots can never, however, be safe from infringe* 
mont, whilst they remain, as they are, so ill-defined. 
Their beat security is to be found in their strong attach¬ 
ment to establish^ usage, which, though it may induce 
submission to petty oppression, will prompt them to cry 
out against any great gnovancev^. 

ISlst. All surveys of land in course of time must 
become in some degree nnequal, as cultivation is improv¬ 
ed or neglected, or as time has confounded old land¬ 
marks. These inequalities have, from time under the 
Native Government, been corrected by now survey valua¬ 
tions, oondacted with more or less skill, according to the 
ability of the rulers. they are indispensable to a 

good fiscal administration in countries where all original 
rights have been trampled upon, and the record of them 
is obliterated, is, perhaps, sufficiently proved by experi¬ 
ence. Id such a state of things it is impossible to know 
when you are in the old traok, or when you are deviating 
from the middle and safe course, until ^u discover the 
error, and the mischief is irreparable. The plan adopted 
by Mr. Tliackeray, of commencing a sarvey and assess- 
raont of one Purgenna under his own immediate inspec¬ 
tion, oannot, I think, be too strongly recommended. By 
instituting it in a Talook where the assessment is already 
high, a reduction might be made which would render the 
measure of a general survey hereafter popular, and would 
greatly facilitate its cmnpletion. 

ISSnd. The suggestion of the Collector of Poona, 
that a Enropeaii office should oondnot the revenue 
survey, H it is ever instituted, is worthy of considention. 
It will doubtless be oompleted with accuracy in propor¬ 
tion as it is closely superintended The main part of ^ 
the work must necessarily, however, be done by natives. 
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If % sufScient nninb^r of EQroj> 0 tii offiem, of 

thd ftntfi could be found, they ahould be placed uder 
the orderaof the Collector^ withocd;, however, anf powers, 
bat such M be might be authorised to delegate to them. 

Some objectiona to^e details of the Collector of Poooa^s 
scheme occur to me, but it wili be time enough to ad* 
vert to them when the question of a survey is more 
immediately under consideration. As far aa regards 
hCeeras lauds, the object of a reveune survey would be 
to aa^rtaim the joat rates of rent whkh they onriit to 
pay in casee where they have been variable, whoro 
they have been uniform for a long course of years, no 
change should be introduced, but the old rates should bo 
formally recorded to prevent their being altered in fn* 
ture. 

153rd. Were the assessment finally fixed on Govera- KxUbuod of Mm. 
ment land, I would at once offer it on Cowle, nppn' the ^ 

Moeras tenure. By this measure oonddonco would bo 
inspired in respect to the pennanoncy of the possession, 
ana the stock and Ubour*of the people woold oe rapidly 
applied to render it productive. On the contingent torms 
Cl an Oopnree's tennre no one will lay out his money in 
making improvements, since he poscesses no seenrity 
against eventual ejectment. The condition of tbo Oopureo. 
encourages a vagrant spirit on the part of the Bynts, for, 
as they can have the choice of nnoocupied land of which 
there is plenty, they are constantly changing that which 
is exhausted for tlmt which ts likely to yiold larger re¬ 
turns. By the more general extension of Meerae, or by 
allowing permanent occupancy to the Oopuree, this evil 
may be almost entirely checked. There are many dan¬ 
gers to be apprehended from giving away land before we 
ourselves know the value of it, as 1 have already showti, 
and show in the sequeL 

154th. The Muhtorifa comprehends the following MuhtnHfaor 
Leads s— 

House and Shop Taxes. * 

Loom Taxes. 

Taxes on Tmders. 

Do. on Profesrions, and house tax from a few Bynts 
(by no means general). 

* 155tb. In Poona, Saho^^iare or Bankers, who deal CUMofthoM 
chiefly in bOls of exohaotfe and in jewels and valuable Vvlituri- 
clothe, oompose the first cmas. 

Surraffi, who exchange coins and buy and sell jewds 
and oruaments, the itccond class. 
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Oroceft. 

Grua-dtftl«ra. 

« 

Potty tndtn. 


The other classes coim^ of traders in oloihs. 

Traders in Oroccty, Oil^ Ghee, 

Dealers in Grain. * * 

Jewellers who deal in Pearls and Pnecioae 8 tonea 

Boras who deal in cloths and others in rarioiis articles 
of all descriptions. 

Petty Shop-heepersj such as Tobacco and Betel-sellers, 
Perfumers, Confectioners, Grooa-grocen, ami h'rtdtet*- 
ers, &C. 

1 06 th. The first class My a house tax, which is quite 
arbitrary. For instance, Dathrani Motei'chund, who holds 
the fiist place aroonfirst the resident Sahookars, has 3 
houses, for which he pays annually 40 Rupees* 

Foorshotum Moorlee, who is supposed to be somewhat 
less opulent, pays 34 Rupees. 

Dyaram Atmaram, who has merely a Factory here, is 
perhaps the principal of the non-resident Sahookars. He 
pays 45 Rupees; all others pay less in proportion to their 
supposed inWiority of circtwstances and tne more limited 
extent of their tra^. 

157th. Amongst the Snrraifs here, the greatest of the 
first class pays al)OQt 39 Rupees, and the rest a smallci* 
amount determined by a yery arbitrary estimate of their 
cireninstances. This tax is (^r from being high, but it is 
out of all proportion when considered wiu relation to the 
first class of Bahookars. 

The first class of dealerain Kira>ui or Grocery goods pay 
50 Rupees, which they (»n well afford out of their profits, 
but, relatiyoly considered, it is equally diKproportioiiate. 

Grain-dealers and others ot the middling classes pay 
at diSereni rates, which vary from 30 to 3 Rupees, according 
to the estimate of their profit, which, however, in vague 
and discretionary, and, therefore, highly objectionable. 

loSih. Petty itinerant Surraffs or otbers who frequent 
the daily markets to sell greens, fruits, and tobacco, Ac., 
and who have no regular shops, pay daily one pice, under 
the name of Bytkvki or fee lor the privilege of sitting 
there. It may amount to 6 rupees annually for each indm«* 
dual, supposing be sits for every day in the year, which, 
however, is of course not the case. The tax may bs^con¬ 
sidered in itself heavy, and when contrasted with tbo 
light burthens of the upper classes, it is at variance with 
the {uiidamenUl principles of a well-regulated taxation 
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under which evcr 7 one oaght to contriboto ftccordiog to 
bis {beans. 

l59Ui. * Another great objection to tho present astern 
isj that roanj wealth/ people^ whether from partiaht/ or 
other cansep enjo/ a total irnmnnity from tax Sereral 
examples in Poona might be adduced of theee exemp* SxeuptiotiB. 
tioii8« 

same observations apply to tho Mohinrita Taxes 
in the MaHals^ which are, however, on a scale still lower 
than that of Poomu 

160tb. Amongst the petty professional Taxes, those on Petty profeMoatl 
Carpenters, Braziers, Weavers, Oil-sellors, Iron^mongers, 

Stone-cutters, Goldsmiths, Dyers, Cotton-eleaDers, Potters, 

Washermen, Barbers, Eiiamellcrs, Masons, Ao., are exceed¬ 
ingly unequal, varying from SO Rupees to 1 Rupee annually. 

Some few, such as Ma^makers, Painteie, Saddlers or 
Zeengurs, and others, are entirely exempted on the ground 
that they formerly ^rfenned jobs for the Government 
Carvers, Bangle-sellers^ and T^ors generally, too, enjoy 
an immunity fjx>m taxation. 

. 

IGlst. Ill the districts the Professional Taxes are 
lower tlmn those of the city. ^ ^ dwtricu. 

When I halted at the village of Telligam in the Poo* 
na Colleotorate, I was infoijn^ that these taxes were 
paid in proportional shares or sutoenths, agree^ly to 
which tho amount is raised or reduced according to the 
variable circumstances of individuals. This in an impor- 
fpct shape is tho Voesbadee, or Aua system of the ved- * 

ed Distnets, by which all coutributors to tho Uahtari& 
are rated accoi*ding to their income. 

162nd. In the Town of Ahmednuggar there are many Ku UabtunCA 
substantial Sohookars, Surraffs, aud o^er poraons similar Abmvd- 

to those of Poon.*^, but they pay no House Tax whatever. 

In the Peshwas time they wore subject to occasional • 

contributions, under the name of NuUputke, for repair of 

aqueducts, D^ra Jhunda Puttee, expense of ceremonies 

attending the erection of the Market Flag, and other 

Khurck Puttees, or cesses for defraying charges. The 

people admit that these contributions wore levied, but 

deny that they ever paid any regular House Tax. Sinoe 

the secession of the Company^ Government they have 

paid nothing, although the aqueducts of tlie Town have been 

repaired, aud many impruvewuuU made at the public 

expense. 
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I am onable to leam why the inhabiiaiiti of Manor 
hare cDjojod this peculiar immanity; and beicg cleai^ of 
opinjon that they ought now to contribute to ^ sopport 
or the StatOj at leaat ae much ae they did to ibe late 
Peahwa’e Goyenunent^ which negteotea the MoeductSj 
and did nothing for theadyantage of the place, i thought 
it proper, when on circuit, to call the Colleetor*e attw&n 
to a oonidderation of the eubject. 

16Srd. At Sun^nmnere, Naaick, and other t<{raa, 
the Taxca paid are nearly on a par with thoeo inHhe Poona 
Collectoiate ; bat in many pWee inununitioB and ex* 
emptioni are allowed, which appear to require inyeeti** 
gatioD. 

8/ftUm ^ Id^th. In the Town of Tewlah the people are taxed 

^ • according to Ta^fus or seta—for example, the Gooaera- 
toee form one, the Marwariee another, the dealcre iu 
Grocery a third, weayers a fourth, &o .; each Taefu has 
its Choudhree or head. The first Tae^, for instance, 
pays 200 Rupees, which is dividpd amongst the numbers 
composing it by the Choudhree, an^ collected and paid 
to Goyemment by him. On examining tho details of the 
distribution I find that they yaried from 11 Rupees to ^ 
Rupee for each oontributor. 

Yaloable Cloths are manufactured at this Fettoh, the 
weavers of which pay a tax varying from 3 Rup^ to 4 
Annas oach; this, in like manner, is paid at the Secretion 
of the Choudhree of the Taeio. 

165th. The same principle of classification exists in 
a few other villages, but there is no one general uniform 
plan i established usage is the gnide, though, it must be 
confessed, it ia a very blind and vague one. The Mnh- 
turifa Taxes in general are lighter in Ahmednnggur 
than in Poona. 

MiOiturifa Iq 


166th. In Khandeah theore is less traffic than in Ah- 
tnednuggur. The contributors to the Mnhturifa, however, 
pay according to established usage a much higher tax 
thM in either of thoee Collectorates, though their means 
are so much more drcumscribed. The first class pay as 
high as 70 Rupees annually, and the first of the mid* 
dlmg classes as &r as 30 Rupees, which varies from 
that flat" to one rupee. There is no regular plan by 
whidi the warn of ea^ person is determined, unkw Cap«« 
tain Briggs's scheme of classing the different oontribu* 
tors has been carried into effect; any innovation, hoWever, 
requires to be adopted with conai^ration and address, 
in order to prevent the present distribution from being 
rendered still more unequal it is. • 



lC7ili. In DhArwar tHe general rale of reepectabilit; 
of Hie bankiDg^ trading, and znanofacUiring daaaea is 
aomewhat below both Jroona and Abmednoggnr* Tbe 
want of *aD^ nniformity of the principle of taxation is 
felt equally there as in other pls^^ as wiH be seen by 
a reference to the table submitted by Ur. Thaokerayi 
which shows the ineqoalitieo of the Uohtari& Assess* 
meat in the Collectorate. 
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In one trading Towo» that of. Baggrekatta, the Tax 
on toe upper clw falls rather heavily, one Bahookar 
there paying to the extent of 160 Bupees. It may be 
stated generally that the rate of payment of persons 
subject to the Uahturifa in the Bontnera Marhatta Conn- 
try is perhaps higher than even that of Ehandesh, but in¬ 
finitely below that of their adjoining neighbours in the 
Ceded Districts. 

IdSth. There the collections from these taxes .are in Tb««e Uiware 
the ratio of about 11 to 100 of the land revenue. In 
the whole of the Collectorates of the Dokhan, the rela- pntmoM. 
tive proportion of the fwo may be as 5i to 100. Iho * 

rate of these taxes, therefore, in oar old Provinces is, I 
believe^ nearly doable what it is here. 

The first class of persons in the Ceded Districts pay 
200 Rupees each annually under the income tax system, 
although perhaps^ in point of wealth and extent of trade, 
they do not by any means approach to. those of Poona. 

169tk As the profits of ^rade admit only of a discre¬ 
tionary valuation, it is difficult to saggestany remedy for 
the evils of the existing system. On the subject oi the 
hluhtarifa or Professioned Taxes, I had the honour to 
submit my opinions, in my report as Principal Collector 
of Dharwar, to the Honourable the lata Commiasiouer* 

The mode in which they are fixed is entirely arbitrary, 
and it is only the extreme moderation of the amount ot 
them which renders their inMuali^ supportable. The 
most w^tby classes escape with a very small share of 
the general burthen; and as their influeuce is consider¬ 
able, any great reform of the system will c^tainly meet * 

with opposition. 

1 roth. The Principal Collector of the Southern Mar¬ 
hatta Country is attempting to introdnoe the Teesbudee 
^stem that is followed in the Ceded Districts, as deamib- 
*ed in my report above adverted to. The iimoTation 
must be very gradual to be at all suooeesful, and must 
not be attempted without being wdl udaretood. The 
John Trot mode of following in the old beaten track 
most, therefore, at present be generally peruted in, not- 
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withfitontling its defects of inequality and nneerUintr^ 
and the liability inherent in it, of being abased bj* tbe 
faronr or disfarour of the Native Aaeeaeora. Some better 
mode of diatRbnting it is certainly deeiral^le; but 
whatever improvement be attempted, it moat, in my 
opinion, have some reforenee to tne Veesbndoe eyatemi 
in as far aa it should leave to the people themadvaa the 
repartition of the total amount wnion may be aateaeed 
upon partionlar ranka or classes. 

171^. On the subject of the onatoma I have lately 
had the honour to address Oovemment, and I beg leave 
therefore to refer to that letter for my opinion's as to the 
advantages and disadvantages of the present transit duty 
system, and as to the exp^iency of the proposed mea¬ 
sure of sabstHating a Town Duty ad vd/orm in lieu of 
it. The abolition of the transit doty on grain ought, I 
think, to take place throughont the conatry without any 
delay, as it will certainly afford relief to the cultirators 
in the present extraordinary state of depressioo of all 
agricultarsi produce. ^ ^ 

ITSnd. The amount of Enam lands in Poona, Nuggur, 
and £haiidesh is very in considerableno regular in- 

S bas yet been instituted, except into the titles of 
villa^. The Collectors, however, in the course 
of their circoits, resume of course such as are pimped to 
be recent alienations held under invalid titles. In the 
Southern Uarhatta Country, where the extent of Enam 
is greater than elsewhere, au inquiry is on fo<'t, but the 
proffress of it has not yet been reported. The Collector 
of Naggnr states that he has taken great pains to detect 
those Venations,, many of which hare b^n brought to 
the account of Oovernment, and he is of opinion that 
those which are undiscovered are comparatively triSing. 

The Political Agent in Khandesh has not yet gone into 
any minute acratiny. bat porpoees to institute a thorough 
inquiry in future whilst making his Jummabundee. The 
same observation applies to the Collector of Poona. 

17drd. On the whole, I am of opinion that there is 
very littie alienated land concealed in the Dekhan, and 
that vary little advantage is likely to be derived from any 
investi^tion into the validity of titles. 

174th. Hie Jummabundee sWements and the an¬ 
swers to qoaries show a Urge addition to the extent of 
land reclaimed from waste. • 

It is no doubt very considerable; but in the present 
state of vills^ acooqpts, the hondreds of thousands of 
Beegahs which m exhibited by the C Electors, as bein^ 
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newly ciiUivate(]j most^ berec^ved with some grains of 
a)I<^wance. A portion of it may haye been already nnder 
the plough, bat only latdy pernapa brought into acooonts, 
hanug bithorto be^ ke^ back by the Tillage Officers. 

On tbe other hand, in order to make a merit of their 
zool and oxortion, Mamulntdora sometimes orer^tethe 
increase of cnltiyation, so that between the extenuation 
o( the Villago Officers and the exaggeration of those 
of the district it is not easy, without a regular surrey, to 
fortQ a judgment of the extent of agriooltural im¬ 
prove mciA. 

17>5th. The qnantatyof waste brought into tillage by Qiumtity of Und 
the Colloctor’s j^tuma would unoont to nearly nine 
lakhn of Boemhs, but I apprehend, in drawing up their ^ 

statements, they have not all of them struck out of their 
accounts tbe full extent of culUvated land that has be¬ 
come fallow in consequence of the advantages held out 
for tho cloaranoe of waste. • 

17Gth. The Principal Collector of the Southern Mar- oiwUciMtotLe 
hatta Country represents some obstacles to Uie improve- 
iTient of waste, which, be thinks, cannot easily be surmount¬ 
ed till a maximum l^nd Tax is fixed by Survey, that 
the cultivator ou Cowle does not know what will he the 
assossmant of his land ou the expiration of the period, and 
that this aucertaioty is a great drawback to exertion, 
lu tho absunco of at) correct records of former rates of 
land assessment, I know of no way in which this impedi¬ 
ment can bo removed exceptsby means of a survey. Wo 
^^nnot fix tho asscKsment at a von tore without occasion- 
iug groat inequality. If wo make it too high, wo ob¬ 
struct agricuUnral industry. If we ma^e it too low, wo 
attract stock and labour from othm* villages, and by aug- 
moating produce in oue place, diminish it still more io 
another. 

177th. Mr. Thackeray reports that it was usual nnder rr>f,UaforUiggiQg 
tho late Govomment to give Cowles from 9 to 12 years 
to perHons digging wells for converting Zeraet laud into 
garden, and inferior advantages also to those who improv¬ 
ed gardeos by digging wells. He suggests that Cowles 
on the following terms should bo granted for diming 
wolls, vis., that for wells the expense of which is rmni 
25 to 250 Rupees, the land watered by tho well should 

ASKOSBcd only at the rate of diy land for a period of six 
years. If the expense be from* 250 to 350 Rupees, the 
Cowl^ to be extended to eeven years, if from 350 to 
500 nine years, from 500 to 760 eleven years; if the ex¬ 
pense be from 750 to 1,500 Hapees, that one-fourth of 

8 m-h 
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the land under the well ehonld be held m frw Enom 5 and 
ehonld the expense exceed 1,500 Rnpeee, that one-third 
of the land should be granted free. Aa this arnapnent 
fleeiDs well calcolated to promote the digging of wellf, 
an obiect of the utmost importance to the imp^eroOTt 
of cultiration and of the greatest nse m dimmshing the 
evil of scarcity in times of drought, when all the dw iMd 
crops Bometimos fail, I beg leave to recommend that it 
should bo generally adopted. 

♦ 

si« of 178th. The size of ^h Purguuua or charge a 

d»reM w«is.i*ri«* Mamulntdar haa been increased m each CollMtorato, 
of MmaluidsTfc Consolidations of petty districts have, I think, 

foUv ooverod the expenao of the augmented salanM of 
theeo officers which, however, do not yet amount to above 
2 per cent, of the revenue of the districts. 

179th. The Principal Collector of the Southern Mar- 
hatta Country has made an arrangemont by wliich, includ¬ 
ing Sholapoor, the whole of the districts nndor bis charge 
«3l be divided into 21 Talooks, .each avernging about a 
lakb and fifty thousand Rupees. 

The Collector of Nuggim hasi divided his charge into 
19 MamnlntdMees, averaging 81,000 Rupees each. 

In Ehaudeeh there is the same number of Talooks, 
their produce averaging 90,000 Rupees. 

Captain Robertson has nine Mamulntdara, who collect 
a revenue of about 1,25,000 Rupees each, 

180th. Although the conduct of the late Peshwa to¬ 
wards tho Zumeendars, or District Officers, was not 
govern^ by any fixed rules, yet it appears in the beet 
times of the administration to have been a standing policy 
to circumscribe their authority to very narrow limits. 
It has long, and I believe pi-etty nniver^ly, been found 
that the services which these officers are capable of 
rendering to the State do not in any degree compensate 
for the abuses which almost invaria^ arise from their 
mismani^ment and malversation. Ine late Peshwa al¬ 
lowed the Zomeendara in general to enjoy their heredi¬ 
tary inoomee without exacting from them any other duty 
than that of furnishing inioraiation as to the state of the 
Districts, registering granta, and occasionally attending 
Mamnlntdara of Distr^. They became, however, un¬ 
der the farmiiw system, ready instrnments of exaction to 
the Revenue Contracten, and many of them had esteb- 
lished within their Mahals a degree of inflnence, which, 
enabling them to usurp the whole Civil Government of 
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thoir Diathcts, prevdnted our MamalatdftTB .oa first takwg 
charge from estirelj diapenaing with their asaktaoce. 

Whererer this was the case, the aothority of Gormizaeot 
was in coiiseqaenoe more or less feeble, and abases were 
multiplied in the samepropoiiiDD. 

181st They all enjoy to the full extent their Wattona 
and their Hnqs and perquisites, bat little or no duty 
ts expected from them. In some few of the Pnrgun-^ 
nas of Ahmednaggur they are said still to exaroise a 
goo(l«dsal of mterference, and whererer this is the case, 
it may be* asanmed that thoy continue to withhold for 
their own use a part of the reTenno. Captain Pottinger 
states thatp finding that the only object ox these persons 
was to plnndor b^h Government and the Byut, he has 
dispensed as much as possible with their services. In 
Khandesb also their authority has till of late been ex¬ 
tensive. It is particnlarly described in Captain Briggs's 
letter to me of the 3rd December last, and I believe the 
account is no means exaggerated. As such nillimited 
power could not be imme^tely superseded, they have 
b»*on enabled, in conjanftion with the servants of the 
Catohonr, largely to ^misappropriate the public money. 

Ostensibly thoy have now little to say in the maru^e- 
niont, the Mamulutdars beiug prohibit^ from employ mg 
iliein in any way whatever, but thoy are supposed stUl to 
possess some influence, which the inhabitants from long 
usage are unable entirely to shake off, although I should 
suppose abuodautly porsoaded, by experience, of the 
noxious effects of their intorlbrence. 

182ud. Under the formerGovemment, during the farm* 
ing system, the farmers of the revenue used sometimes 
to withhold a part of the Huqs of tho^Zumeendars, and 
hi some instances they levied contributions from those 
Zumeendars who wore men of little weight or character, 
and were afraid to complain of the exaction ; on the other 
hand, in some districts, by the usorpation of great autho¬ 
rity, they wore enabled to make largo eraolamente. 

183rd. On the whole it may be affirmed that these 
Olficers havo reason to be well affected towards us, since 
the generality are better off than they were under the 
former Government Those who were employed aud 
are now thrown out of service are, of course, dissatisfied, 
but the majority are sud to be wdl dispel, although 
•tho change from a Brahmin Draasty to a foreign rule 
must subtract a little from the full measure of at* 
tochfiieut. 

184tb. The resolution which Captain Briggs has in ZumMmWi a 
a considerable degree accomplished amongst the Zumeen* l^hudveh. 
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Am, lias D&tarally given rise to feelings of discontent* 
amongst this class in Khandesh, and the more so because 
many of them bad acquired an inordinate share of power. 
Tho decisive measures, howerer, adopted seefn to me 
to have been indispensable towatils the eradication of a 
system of malversation which know no bonuds. The 
Folitioal Agent thinks that in three or four years they 
may be roetored to their functions with advantage, 
but I have on former occasions represented the effects 
which everywhere attend the employment of, this 
description of district officers, and the moib I see of 
them, the more convinced I b^me of tho impolicy of 
entrusting them with any responsibility in the adminis* 
tmtion of the revenue. They may, bowover, be useful 
as members of Ponchayets and in ol^ects of local inquiry. 
For further particulars relative to tho ori^n and office of 
Zumoendars, I beg leave to refer to Captain Briggses, 
Hr. Thackeray’s, and Captain Grant’s replies to queries. 
In my former reports and letters I have myself described 
the nature of their duties. 

4 

185th. The Political Agent in Khandesh has more tJian 
once taken occasion to represent the deficient allowatices 
of Patob and Eoolkumees in many villi^os of that pi'o- 
vines, and on the 5th December last year he submitted 
a scheme for placing these officers on a more independent 
footing. Government having authorized that in all caseH 
where these rights have been abridged or discontinued, 
thoy shall bo roetored to b& state of efficiency prop<»r* 
tionate to the revenuo of their respective villages, 1 accord-^ 
iugly instrocted Obtain Briggs to ascertaui exactly aud 
to report the amount of existing allowances, and to stuto 
the scale according to which he pioposed to increase 
them. I fear this cannot be satisfactorily done without 
a survey, but 1 wait farther information from the Politi* 
cal Agent before coming to a deckion on tho subject. 

186th. In closing my observations on matters connect^ 
od with the revenue, it wiO not be irrelevant to notice 
the extraordinazy depression which has takon place dur¬ 
ing the last year in the pric^ of all descriptions of land 
pi^uoe. Grain is thronghont the Dekhan cheaper, I 
believe, now, than it has bees darrng the last forty years. 
This state of the market is not to be ascribed to any re¬ 
dundance is the harvest of (he late soason which were cer¬ 
tainly not more than ordinarily prodnetive. It most in ;part 
be ascribed to a diminution of aomand since the termina¬ 
tion of the war, owing to the annihilation of the Peshwa’s 
Court and Army, with all its train of horses, elc- 
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phftuto^ cameltt^ and other cattle^ to the reduction of onr 
own .irregular force of HarsOj In&niryj and Sibnndies^ 
and gnbaeauentl; onr field establiahments, md to the de* 
crease .in tne amount of the force at Jalna^ all of which 
oauses hare had a share in afieoting the prices of erery 
sort of produce. The war, it is tnie> lastM only a short 
time, bat for many years prior to it there had been on 
the part of lato Gormnnent a constant preparation 
for hostilities, latterly with us, and formerly W4th its own 
feudatories, who» whiUt endeayouriag to acquire independ* 
ence, maiu^ned considdrable forces which haye no long« 
er any existence.. Our forces, too, were in constant 
readiness for actire seryice. 

187tli. In this nnscttlcd state of affairs, both commerce Caun^ ot ihb do- 
and tillage must hayo been more or less intorrupted; bnt 
since the restoration of peace under the British Gorem* 
meat, the face of things has been materially changed. 

Whilst tho demand has gone on decreasing, the supply 
has been augmoiitod by the extension of cultivation, 
which has resulted in p&rt from a greater confidonce 
in the security of property, and in part from employ- 
ijicnt of a larger stock, sinco the rotum of a num¬ 
ber of hands to agriculture. Tho rod notion in domand 
may also bo in some degree ascribed to the emigration of 
many families attached to tho late Uoyenunent, who have 
gone off to Bithoor and Bonaros. 

188th. All these canseshayo, no doubt, combined to 
lower prices; but when wo compare tho number of an 
Army or Court and all its followers and depondents, how- 
ever oumcrous, it bears but a small proportion to the great 
mass of tho population. 'Ihcir absence*, therefore, does 
not, in my opinion, adequately explain the existing state 
of things, but I am puzzled to discover any other satis¬ 
factory mode of accounting for it. llie present cheap¬ 
ness may possibly prrjceed in some degree from the cir¬ 
cumstance of the yaiuo of tho currency haying risen in 
consequence of tho abstraction of the large treasures 
that Imve either been withdrawn by the Pc^wa, or still 
remain hoarded and out of circulation. This, too, happen- 
ins at a time when the prodneo is greater than ever, and 
when a larger quantity of coin is requisite to exchange 

it| may have contribute its effect in reducing pricos* 

• 

180(h. However just or otherwise theso concluaions EITecu u tL« Ue- 
may bi>, tho dopression of tho market unquestionably vt^^u. 
gives rise to a difficulty in realizing the land revenue, 
aud fui'nlshce a plausible subject cf complaint io the 
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Rjat Bat the evil will^ I think, be otIj tmnfiitoiyj for 
Gomviunibui annU confiamption (tad pr^uce will. keep 
pace with each other. Im present abandsknoe oaght 
not pcrmaneDblv to affect the general rates of assessment 
which are fixed on an arerage Taloation of former Team' 
pixKlooe. Bat as onr settlements are annual, and flac* 
tuate with the state of the ooltiyation, which most proba* 
bly most fail off with the decrease of consumption, some 
defalcation may be expected in onr next yearns Jnmma, 
and some accomnUtion of arrears in the year whigh has 
just expired. I see no reason, howereri to antibipate more 
than a temporary loss of revenue. 

IDOth. Whatever may bo the immediate bad consc- 
qoencos of the present low prices, they have enabled 
thou sands who were thrown out of employment to live on 
reduced means, and have probably contributed in no 
Binall degree to maintain we tranquillity which has so 
^oenilly prevailed since the accession of our Ooveminent. 
if tbe iutoreste of the State saffor in one |»rticnlar, the 
(li Had vantage is abnndantly ooSpeuaated in another, and 

the action and countemetiou in the natural and politic 
cal world^^ have drawn out a general hsrmo&y. 

mist. Adverting to the state of the currency* I bog 
leave to solicit the attention of the Honorable the Gov¬ 
ernor in Council to Mr. Thackomy^s observation s on 
the Mubject of miiits, and to his former correspondence 
on this head, which has boqn already laid before Qovom* 
meut. 

I!12nd. It appears that a great improvoment haH been 
brought about iji tlic currency by the abolition of tho 
Kittoor aud Moodhol mints, and the tTnnsfer of that of 
biiahpoor bolonging to CLiutamou Kao to Belgant. The 
exclusion of tho inferior coins from the collectionsi a 
measure which Mr. lliackomy has judiciously adopts, 
has hod the good effect of silencing also tho miots of 
Kclapore aud of the Jagoers* and Mr. Thackeray is of 
opinion that what is ncTW chiefly wanted, is the snbstitu* 
tfon of one ntiiform coinage for the currency of tho Bel- 
gam and Daggrekotta mints. Mr. Thackeray thinks that, 
as there is little commercial intercourco with Madras, the 
Madras Rupee will never sufficiently supply the place of 
the local coins, and that the difference between the cur* 
rent and iotrinmc value of latter renders it expedient 
to establish one regular mint at Oharwar. • 

103rd. If the Collector's reasoning be well founded, 
the suiue aignmeuts will apjdy to the Bombay currency, ^ 
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which has little chance cpf reaching the Soathem Districts 
in soffioient q^aantities to supply the demand for the cir¬ 
culating mediao. He estimates that in three or four 
years ^4be local coins would be converted into one nni- 
form currency when the mint might be dispensed with. 

194th« A coinage of half and quarter Bnpeea is stated 
to be much want^^ to supply an intmmediate onrrenej 
between the Rupee and the Pice. 

196th. The Poona mint was lately shut for some time, 
owing to tBe detection of certain fmuds on the part of 
the contractor, and several complaints w<m made of com¬ 
mercial ombarrassment and difficulty in consoquouce of 
its lusviug ceased to work. It has, however, a^in oom- 
Kjienced its operations. Tho only other mint in this part 
of the Dekh^ is that of Chandoor. 

IDGth. It is worthy of consideration whether it might 
not be advisable, if these miots are still continued, to 
raise the standard of the coin to the lovol of the Bombay 
Rupee, and thus intp>duQe one uniform currency. Tho 
advantages of the meuare arc obvious. The inoonve- 
nionces, I should think, are very few, and those of a 
temporary nature. 

197th. The following is a short siiroiuary of tho prin¬ 
cipal innovations iutroducod by our Government. 

We have abolished the farming system with all its 
traiu of evils. 

The legitimate authority of Patels of villages is now 
substitute for much arbitrary power on their part, and 
many vexatious usurpations of numerous petty £nma* 
vishdars, tho deputies of the farmers of revenue. 

We make our regular collections of tho rents more 
directly from the i^nts, instead of receiving them 
through the village Sahookar by means of Huwala or 
asrignment, from which results a saving of interest and 
premium to the Byut. 

The Ryut now enjoys greater security of property; he 
is not burthened with extra oessos at the discretion of 
the village officers, nor is he subject to the payment of 
Durbar Ehurch, or to that species of exaction called /ur^ 
meufk or purveyance, by which practice provisions and 
forage were often seized by the public officers for the nse 
of tfaopselves, or of Government; payment being postpone 
ed fine die, or more uauaUy perhaps entirely neglected. 
The Cultivator now receives a Puttah, defining the amount 
of bis rent, and obtains receipt for all payments. If in 
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JisircM> lie gets TackAvee^ whicli was but seldom advanc¬ 
ed bj the former Govemmeot. Ue pajs his Eiats at re* 
gnlated periods, ia dnj good coin he likoSj withoi^ being 
com {Killed to discharge them in a partienW oat^^cf. 

lOdth. As a sot^S i^ainet these benefits, it must be 
stated that oor system enters into a /scrutiny more minute, 
sots a limit to exactionj and cnrtails the disbnraemente 
on the part of Patois and Koolknmies, under the head of 
vUlage chargee. Allowing for this drawbaok, however, 
the ozercise of their power is perhaps rathOT inoreased 
than diminished, since the Patel is restored to his place as 
head of the Police, and cliief civil functionary within his 
own little circle of jurisdiction* In contrasting the pre¬ 
sent power of Putelb with the past, I allude gntiDrally in 
this particalar to times of regoW GoTemment. If I wore 
to compare tho present state of things with that undor tlie 
larmiog system, I should say tlmt tho Patels have not now 
so much of the Jm nocfiiMii as they then Iiad, when they 
were absolute masters of the property of their under- 
tenants, without which they could not have anaworod the 
demand of the revenue contractors* 

199th. By discouraging the system of receiving tho re¬ 
venue by Hiiwala or assignments on Bankers, the Ryuts 
perhaps have moro difficulty now in procuring loans to 
satisfy tho public demands upon them. Thev may in sonic 
few cases in consequence he obliged to soil their crops, 
when there is no groat demand for them, bat I think this 
evil will be obviated by thofaholition of truinsit dutitis. 
hVom their ignorance of the value of coins, Rome loss by 
exchange, which was avoided under tht; UuwaU plan, ia 
also incurred by t;hc Kyuts. In forianr times it often hap¬ 
pened that the Ryut was not permitted to remove liia 
crop from tho ground till he had paid his first Easts, or 
giroii security. These restrictions are in a great degree 
removed, though soine precaution is still observed in re¬ 
gard to the lower classes, who would otberwtso consunio 
the produce without discharging the public dues. 

200th. The Patels had more discretionary power than 
they now have, of favouring their friends in the allotment 
of the village lands. The Mamuintdar, too, had more 
unthority to make remia^iions, where failure of crops or 
other calamities rendered indulgence necessary. Ihese 
powers were, of ooarsa, often abased to private profit and 
omoloment; but, on the other hand, tlioy gave a latitude 
of discretion in pressing for village balances, the tOo in¬ 
discriminate exaction of which under our rule sometimes 
occasions distress to the cultivating chraen. 
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pending a reference bo tbe CoUeotori.tlia rents ere 
leried from tiie lower orders^ w^o hare no friends to 
favour tfaemi whOst the more spbetantift} are idlowed 'to 
fall inerttrears ; cons^nentljj when the order for tb&b^ 
mentamves^ the remission goes to those who least re¬ 
quire it, or if any part of what has been realised is to be 
given l:^h^ it is appropriated by the intermediate agents 
employed in the dikribution. 

20Iet. In order exactly to show what was tite narire 
ayatetn of seTenue management, I have the hosonr to an¬ 
nex to this report a short memoir of that system, drawn 
from the most anthentio materials in the Doftor, and 
from information collected from old revenne servants of 
the late Qovemmeot. I am mainlv indebted for the ma* 
terials of it to the indostry and went of Honmont Row, 
lay chief servant in that department, > whose pecniiar 
tnerits I shall on a fatore occasion submit to the consider* 
ation of (Jovemnient^ as being a sedoos servant of the 
Company of 31 years’ standii^. 

• • 

Judicial Administratioii. 

Civil Judicatubk. 

202nd» For a particnlar account of the preseot state of 
judicial business in the Dekhan, I beg leave to refer to 
my letter of the 6th November last, and to the various 
letters received from the seveTwI Collectors which form a 
part of the appendix to this despatch. 

203rd. It will be seen from my last report, under the 
above date, that in civil causes the Punohayet is still held 
to be the main instrument for dispensing justice. How 
far the confirmation and inrigoration of this ancient in* 
stitntion has answered the object contemplated by the 
Hon’ble the late Commissioner, will be host understood 
by looking to the result as exhibited in the returns of the 
number of suits instituted—the number decided and 
the number remaining on the file in the course of 
the last three years, and by comparing the whole with 
other provinces where regular courts are established. For 
a complete understanding of these points I shall speak 
of each Collectorate separately beginning with Ebandesh. 

^ 204th. In the year 1619*20 there were 105 suite brought 
upon the file in Hhandesh, of which 87 were decided by 
Punehayet, 2 by Bsseenama* or mutual agreement of the 
parties, and 2 in the Colleot^s Court, m^ing a total of 
91 suits, and there remained 14 undecided* 
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Including the belanoe the former jear there were 
m 1820-21 122 enite filed^ of whioh 72 were settled hy 
I^ochejeti 6 hj agreement of the partieSj 11 bjr the Gof* 
lector or his i^staate^ and i hj Ameens or kW^nulut- 
dars, making a total of 94 snite, laaTnig 18 useitled. 

In the ^r 1821*22 there were 128 suits newly insti* 
tnted^ which; added to the balance; give an aggregate of 
144 on the file; of these 94 were decided by Punohayet; 
16 by RaseenamS; 18 by decree of Conr^ and IS by 
Ameens^ making a total of 141 disposed of; ahd leaving 
three only to be adjusted. 

The aggremte from the let July 1819 to 1st July 1822 
is 329 salts ^ed; of which 253 suite were decided by Pun** 
chayeti 24 by Raseenams; or mntnal agreement; and 16 by 
Ameens sad Usmulntdars; making s tots] decided 826; 
and leaving a balance of 3 only to be settled. 

205tlL Considering the extent of Khandesh; and the 
amount of its population, the number of causes instituted 
is exceedingly snatl). Captain ^riggS; in the course of 
his reports t^t have been laid before Govemment, has 
explaioed the reasons of this circumstance. Those 
which he hasadduced have certainly considerable weight. 
Famioe, war; and the devastations of Pindarics during 
the last 20 jearS; added to the subsequent havoc of the 
epidemic cholera, have, by terribly thinning the popn- 
Imon; much diminished the source of all civil suits. 
Poverty and misery; though^ihey beget vice, are not tbe 
parents of litigation; which cannot subsist withoQt pro* 
perty. Besides these causes; I think it probable that the 
paucity of suits npiy be referred to tbe circomstanoe of 
the Zumeendars having till lately possessed extensive in* 
fluence, which may have been exerted either in settling 
dilutes, or in persuading litigants to compromise their 
dinerences. I have no reason to believe that the Politi¬ 
cal Agent is not sufficiently accessible to oomplainants. 
The absence of a litigious spirit may therefore be ascribed 
in a considerable degree to the apparent causes which 
have been enumerate. 


87 Bt«Bi of Sting 
luitL 


206th. Captain Briggs thinks that the system adopted 
by him in filing suits may have led in part to there being 
so few exhibits on the register when compared with that 
of other CoUeetorates. Great numbers of those who pro* 
sent petitions receive writt^m orders to the Mamtunt* 
dars to inquire into them. He states that the possession 
of this order alone; with his seal and signature affixed to 
it; is often saSclent to procure a settlement of the com- 
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plAmaffifc's dkpute, Md tuftaj of tbaia or^an in oobb^ 
quo&oe we neyer delieered. BefereDCoe of Uus mtore 
are therefore not oouaderod as sniis, aatil wiiered as tocb 
in th iM r^istew transmitted hj the Mimnlutdars. 

207th« It will be obseired from Captain Briggs's let- . ^ . . 

ter of the SUt Hay, tliat tbe opinion expressaa in bis Br^m 
letter of the 80th C^tober 1620, where he sajs that ^'on speetisf PoDobt. 
the whole the S 3 rstem of civil judicatnre, as oondneted 
by Ponchayeta^ appears to be wwl ad^^ted to the object 
of atUuning 8peeay> cheap, aad ready redress is oonsi- 
derabiy changed. .Be now thinks the Pnnchsyet mtem 
would be inefficient for any other country than that of 
Khandesh^ where the poverty of the people isso and 
the population so scanty^ that the power of deciding civil 
Buita by Punohayet becomea weaker, and seems to threaten 
a total stagnation of justice. But on examining the file 
there doos not seem to be mnch ground for the appre¬ 
hension expressed by the Politick Agent, since there are 
only 3 snits rouaining at the end of the last quarter. If 
these apprehensionstare jest, I should reluctantly be com¬ 
pelled to conclude that the demand for justice in Khan- 
desh is regulated precisely by the supply^and in this 
manner the paucity of causes would at once be accounted 
for. Captain Briggs recurs to a former recommenda¬ 
tion on his part that an allowance should be granted to 
the members of Punchayets-^but as it was not then author¬ 
ised, he has not again agitated the question. He omits 
to explain why he has not actgd u^n the antbority grant¬ 
ed to him by thecircnlar instructions of the 27th June 
1620, by which he was empowered to bestow on those 
members of Punchayets, on whom the duty might prove 
onerous, a sum of money at his discretion to remunerate 
them and to defray their expenses. 

208th. The Mamolutdars are authorised by him to 
decide suits to the amount of 200 Rupees, but he rq>r6- TuMc^tnef of 
sente their total inefficiency in the performance of this 
duty, which he ascribes to their keeping no recorf of 
their proceedings, so that on an a^pew to the Hooaoor 
it be^mes necessary to try the suit ds tioeo. I am not 
aware of any sufficient reason, however, why some sort of 
record is not kept, nor why their duress shonld not 
be as good as those of an Ameen or any other District 
Judge, if roles were prescribed for recording their de- 
oisiona. The Patris appear to have decided no suits 
themselves, nor to have assembled any Pnnohayete, though 
authorised to do so. 

209th. In Punchayets Captain Briggs experieDoes the 
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same difficulty whicli ia er ef Tw h ere felt in aesembliz^ 
&e members and witneasaa, there being no anthority to 
issoe write to caoBO their attendu^oe. He aleo speaks 
of the delays and oraaionB of the parties in snits^^^ad the 
varione artafices that are resorted to with much success 
{or the purpose of protraoting decisions> whieh in oases 
of persons who are malicions or Itti^us, cmtes inoes^ 
sant anbarrassment. The whole of the obstacles, bow* 
ever, that are shown^ tend rather to prare that there is an 
absence ot meUiod in regolating the ronchayet syataB, as 
Captain Bri^s himself states in the seqnel> rslher than 
that the principle of the system itself is bad. The Po* 
Utioal Agent represents these tribunals to hare been snb* 
Torted in the Dekhan since the death of Sewajee Madhoo 
Bdw; but this position is mnch too broadly and gener* 
ally stated, einoe we know that, however ill*reffulated, 
they existed in many parts of the late Peshwah (rovem* 
ment. He admita the Pnnobayet (which in another 
letter he mentions as an entire novelty) is still venerated 
in practice, and that it behoves, us to restore it to its on* 

f inal functions. As they are said^to have ceased only 
5 years ago, the attainment of this object ought not to 
be a task of insuperable difficulty. 


21(Hh. Captain Briggs expatiates on the advantages 
of local Coorte*^nd after dei^biagthe forms of Pun* 
chayets, as the; existed in the time of Nana Fnmawees, 
be su^;e6ts the neoessity of their revisal, for which pnr* 
pose he recominendB thaU a Committee of persons in 
the habit of attendi^ Fnnchajets at Poona during 
the time of the late &im Shastree may be appointed. 
For the more ready administration of jostioe he advises 
in addition the appointment of district and vill^e Moon- 
siSs on the Madm plan, leaving it to the option of par* 
ties to have their causes dooided by them or by Pun* 
chayet. The Ameene anthorised by the drcular instruc* 
iions of the S7th June will probably answer the saioo 
purpose, and might, I think, at once he appointed. In 
Captain Briggses letter, above referred to, thore are some 
suggestions cn valae, which, when sepamted frcpm a good 
de^ of matter rather foreign to Indian Jnrispradence, may 
be ueefnl, and I beg to refer the whole to the considera* 
lion of the Hon'blc the Governor in Council 


2nth. For particular information as to the nature cf 
the suits that nave been decided in Hhandesh, 1 beg 
leave to refer to Captain Bri^s^s sevoral answers to 
queries on judioial points. 

212th. The Ponchajet system in Dhanrar appears to 
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woi^wHh mach fewer obetraeUonA tiun in Elundash, 
which suky be aecribed in % great degree to ^ rery 
oottmecdable attention which Mr. Thackeray hae ahown 
in MflSaTOunng to promote the ageaof of these tribs- 
nals. The namber of euite settled br tiiem has in oonse* 
qoenoe increased in proportion to the gradual improve- 
mont of the rules for the goidanoe of these Courts, and to 
the zeal which the Prinoi^ Collector's exertions to ren¬ 
der them efficienti has excited on the part of his district 
offiom. « 

218tlL In the first jear^ 1819-20, there were 481 suits 
filed, of which 256 were settled bj Puncfaavet, 47 hy fia- 
seenama, and 2 hj Decree of the CoUeotors Court, mak¬ 
ing a total of 804. ^ 

The number of suits in the following year, 1820-21, 
including a balance of 177 on the file at the beginning, 
was 767—of these 219 were decided by Puncbayet, 62 by 
Kazeenama^ 84 by decree of the Collector's Court* and 140 
by Uamulutdars, maldog a totid of 465. The nombor 
settled by Ponchayst in flus year is somewhat smaller than 
ia the preceding, owing to the aid of the Mamolutdars 
being brought into action. In the year 1821-22 there 
was, inolodiDg the preceding year's bohmoe, an sggregate 
of 931 causes filed, of which o25 were decided by Pun- 
ch^et, 173 adjusted by mutual agreement, 54 by Decree 
of Court, and 121 bv Sfamulutdars; making a total of 673 
suite decided, besides 86 dismissed on default, and there 
remained, at the end of Juwe last, 228 suits nudocided. 

2l4th. Mr. Thackeray's loiter of the llth instant, in¬ 
serted in the Appendix, gives a Buccinct but clear account 
of the nature of these suits, and the causes of increase 
and decrease of the sources of litigation; and is accom* 

f runied by the copy of a general omr issued to his Mama- 
atdars for the more sp^y settlement of suits by Pun- 
chajete, which, appeariug tomoto contain many judicioos 
rules, I propose to circulate it for the information of other 
CoUectors who have not had equal suocesa in condnoting 
the Pnnehayet system. 

216th. The abstract which I have above given, fur¬ 
nishes proof of activity of supervision, and is of itself 
sufficient to refute tiie opinion in regard to the total in- 
of Ponchayets. It also shows tiiat a warm inter¬ 
est tak^ by the Collector in promoting the effect of this 
instrument of justice will overcome difficulties that at 
first sight appear insurmountable, and that although the 
Mamulutdars require to be oonstantly stimulatoa to an 
observance of their judicial duties, the labour on tho part 
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o! the Collector will not be so froitlesi m despondence t» 
sometimee apt to represent it. 

AiDtm Mi ftt S16th. No Ameens have at present been appqwted in 

appointed. Sonthem Uarhatta Conntrj^ bnt in WjSf-Ta- 

looks Peshkars have been entertained to a^t the Marnu' 
latdare in jndicial bnsineea. At present Mr. Thackeray 
is of opinion that a separate establishment would be 
expensive, and that it would supersede the Mamulotdar's 
authority without being more efficient. 


217th. I beg leave to solicit the coneideratton of the 
Hon^ble the ^vemor in Council to some refiectioos 
which are annexed to the Principal Collector's letter of 
J. P., Clril. ^he 11th Aaguat ou Civil Justice. He has an evident 
bias in favour of the Puuchayet system, bat this is no more 
than the natural effect resnliing from an observation of 
the success that has attended the trial of it at Dharwar 
under his superintendence, whore it has answered better 
perhaps than in anpr other part of the Country into which 
this mode of administering justice has yet been introduced, 
not excepting the Madras rrovixTces. * 


Poona. 


Nnmber of fiuU, 
U1920. 


lS3(hSl. 


218th. I had the honour, in my November report, 
pretty fullv to describe the state of judicial business in 
roonSi and have now little to add respecting it. Since the 
appointment of a Register, the rotarns, both Civil and 
Oriminah have been furnished with a degree of regularity 
very cre^table to Mr. Borradaile’s diligence, and to the 
Collector's attention to the superintendence of this de» 
partment. 

The supply of justice appean pretty nearly to keep 
pace with the deiqand in all ordinary cs«os ; but, a few in 
which Sirdars are ooncemed, are shamefully protracted 
by the delays and impediments which our Marnatta sub* 
joctoknow so well how to oppose to the adjustment of 
their differences. 


219th. In 16}9*20 the agitation of old debts and 
claims that had their origin during the late Government, 
and were in fact an arrear of w late Peshwa's file, 
brought an accnmulation of 4,603 suits on the Rmster. 
Of these 241 were settled by Punchayet, 461 by &Me- 
name, 41 by Decree of Court, and 774 by Ameens and 
Mamulutdars, being an aggr^ate of 1,517 causes ad¬ 
justed, besides 2,721 distnia^ mm Ae non-attendance ^ 
of Raintiffs. total, therefore, disposed of amounted * 
to .4,238, and the balance on the file was 365. » 

In the following year 1820*21 the file, including 
those undecided, comprehended 3,122 suits, of which US 
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were settled by Panclukyet, 568 by RasaeDSma. 13 by 
Decree of C<mt, aod 682 by AiDeena and MamiucrtrdarSi 
makipg> total of 1,376 oaoses determined, ezdoiiTe of 
470^4^Q^b went by default. The number remaining on 
the file at the expiration of the year was 1,276. 

In the last year, 1821*22, the file consisted of 5,706 
suits ;of these 170 were decided by Punohayet, 872 bymu* 
tual agreement, 6 by decree of Court, and 761 by Ameena 
and Mamulutdars, in all 1,308. In addition to these 1,241 
were disnfissed for noQ*attendaiioe of suitors, making the 
total disposed of. 2,540, and leaying a remainder on the 
file of 1,159 causea. 

220th. The Collector has fire Judicial Ameens eiD« 
ployed in the City of Pooua, where, from the extent of the 
popnlation and ike spirit of litigation which prerails, the 
demand for justice is particularly heary. M^u* 

lutdars, under the Circular Orders of the 27th June, are 
empowered by him to decide causes to the amount oMOO 
Rupees. « 

The Ameens,besi^eQ deciding causes thornselres, as¬ 
sist Puncha^eta by recording and shaping thoir proceedings 
and generally in forming and sopcrintending tnese Courts 
of Arbitration. The Collector stntes that there are not 
many appeals from their dedsions, and that they stand 
fair m point of integrity, though th^ require to be kept 
under a vigilant enperintondence. Ihey do not appear 
to be popmar amongst Sirda^, whose dislike no aonbt 
arises from their occasionally arrogating to themselves an 
authority which native gentlemen, unaccustomed to the 
equality of judicial rules of procedure, can ilNbrook from 
persons whom they consider so much thdir inferiors. 

22lBt. Captain Rohertson’s answers to judicial que¬ 
ries, and a pwer of the registers annexed to them, con* 
tain some useful observations to which I beg leave to so¬ 
licit the coQsideratiou of the Hon^ble the Governor in 
Council. 

222nd. With reference to the number of suits filed, there 
is a much larger proportion in Ahmednuggur nnsettlod 
than in any otiier Collectorate, and I have still to r^ret 
that the Punohayet system has not had by any means so 
moch snccess in the Ahmednnggur aa in other Districts. 
A considerable nnmbar, however, are disposed of by the 
Kdawlat. TheCoUector imagines that Pon^yets are Mly 
as ooipmon nnder our rule as under that of the Marhattae, 
and he thioks. of late, that they are more just and speedy 
in their awaru. He also thinlm the dread ol our eoruimj 
makes them impartial. His sentimenta differ to^y from 
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tiiose of liifi Bcgistfr, who Mcribea to them all the imper^ 
fectioQs that cao be foirod in anj flyEtotn cd iodioatorei 
and whidi realij for irant of proper R^iiknoa af^)eAr 
to exist in a cootiderable degree in AJimednndik:^ I 
trosti howeyer^that ma^ of the defects which tfr. 
has pointed out to the dollector^s notice will be eorreoted 
since a Roister is specially appointed to Uie daty of 
saperintenaing and directing them. Those defeots ore 
described as originating in the difficulty of proonrmg 
attendances of parties and witnesses^ in the bribery 
and corruption that ensue from these delays^ sod in the 
abases that arise in conseqaenoe^ from the dnty falling 
into the hands of professional Arbitratorai owi^ to the 
dislike of respectoble people to undeit^e it* The 
oolonring of the picture is perhaps not overcharged by 
Mr. Gibeme, but there is no question that many of the 
imperfections may be removed^ if the machine be ablr 
ana unremittinglT direotodi instead of being left to work 
of itself^ as womd appear to hare been hitherto the case. 

22Srd. This state of things arises^ I 
literal and strieti an adherence to tiie 
which exempt Ponchflyeta from all new 
enceand Emulation on our part.* 

224th. The CoUectoTi in accordance with the 25th para, 
of the inetructions of tlie 27th June 1620^ has nven au« 
thority to his hfamnlutdars to assemble Pimohayets to 
decide suits for debt to thertextent of .1,000 Rupees ; but, 
he states, that it has been merely nommal, since few go to 
complain to them for any debt of magnitude, tbo people 
in genera] being .d^i*rod by their ** notorious venalito’* 
ana want of yencity from having recourse to them, 
misconduct of Mamulutdmrs in oases referred to them is 
particularly brought to the GoUectoris notice by the 
Begister, but as they hold higher eituatione,and are better 
tlmn Ameens, whom he describes as being so useful 
in Ooozerat, I should think that a few examples of re* 
moval from office would prerent the uregalaritieB which 
he notices. 


believsj from too 
standing ordere 
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tor's ttAdbeiBSioltmaMtinlr occopUd ^the inveatigttions of the 
Coouzdetioii sppointA to iaqwre ioto Mr. Hockley 'e couducti end 
nhoeqoatly to oh ebanee st nccrtboy dorifigtbe trill of Uut penou. 
Jt BSy ibo be stated tbei donat ibe perioa oi Mr. Hockley’s ckirge 
of tkeJsdklil bsMasH it AltawgaotfurlU Civil stiiti H^psir to hive 
be« ooasioWed ia ^ Adiwlut, very little itteutiOD hivtft bets 
deveui W haa to toe eaeowignMUt of Puchivets. An iheee 
oofteMerstifsa eertstosipUa wby toe Jadidel sad OivU butoen le 
so a»oh ia ermr. 
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22Stk It b unnecessary to rereii to tliB s«logj iri^b 
Mr. Giberne Dasseson tiie excellence ot ntgahr 
lot syi^em, Ine advantages of which ave very psominiwitily 
broaglA forward^ whOatallitad^ectaare k^oat ot^bt; 
but i may be proper to mention one of the iaeonTOoiaaoea 
attendinff the want of forms of which Mr. Gibeme com- 
plaint. It U that tbs same canae b often decided by two 
or three di&fent Gentlenbcti and it b a known £aet» he 
wyt,ihAtih97 $eld<mfQrmih6 mime c^mwaoa a eulgect 
an eml like this should oontihoe^ the aimpla remedy 
for which is to fonnd in keeping General Begister 
and calling upon the opposte party for his answer, oe^ 
tainly evinoes a want of methoa which onght to be sap* 
plied by better arrangementa. 

226th. In order to obviate these inoonveniences, the 
Regbter snggesta that there sh^l be one general file for 
all suits at me head station, and further that they abonld 
be referred poriodicaUy to the Uamnlutdars to ^report 
how they are aisposed oi, by which their power of quash¬ 
ing complaints wodd bd prevented. The special dn^ 
of keeping a register of all complaints formed the first 
obj^ of my iriRtruclions on the appointment of Registers, 
and I had hoped that improved arrangements hid been 
already adopted. 

227th. I have, in consequence of the above aoconnt of 
tho irregularities of the Naggnr plan, called Captain 
Pottinger's attention to the subject The appointment 
of Atneens in the manner adfert^ to in the Circular in¬ 
structions of the 27th June is recommended, and abonld, in 
my opinion, be adopted, since the revenue business of 
some of the Hamulntdars does not admit at all times of 
thoir dodicating sufficient time to their Jndicial duties. 

S28tlu After these observations it will not be anr- 
pnsingtofind that out of 1,333 snite on tile file in 1819-20, 
only 54 were decided by Poochayet,—of the rest 163 
were adjusted by mutusl agreemout, 285 by decree of 
Court,and 111 by Mamalutdars, making atotal'ofdlS 
suits dbposod of, and leaving 720 unsettled. 

In 1820-21 theaggrogate of suits on the file was 2 ,Sj 9; 
of these 118 were decided by Pnnehayet, 100 by Baeee- 
nama, 749 decided by decree of C^H, and 104 by 
Ameens ud Msmulo^rs. The tot^ disposed of was 
*1,071, and them remamed 1,288 npon the file. 

Fc^ the year 1821-22, including the above remainder, 
there were 2,895 suits on the me. Of these 76 were 
decided by Punchayet, 205 by Rsieenaina, 767 by decree 
of the Collectoi^s Court, and 29 only by Mainulut^lars. mak- 
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ing tlie tof^l Domber Usp^fied of 1>0C9, o&d leayiog 1»7S6 
suits undecided 

S29th. In the 42nd p«. of my letter to GoTemmei^tr 
under iftte tiie 5th January 1820) I stated my rAVinw for 
thinking that the period within which tuHs for debt and 
personal property should be actionable sbo\ild be limited 
to 24 years^ and that it diould, agreeably to the custom of 
the country, extend to 70 years for chums founded on the 
mortgage of Wuttuns. ihe suggeetion being amrored, 
wsa circulated for the guidance of Collectors^ ana I be^ 
liere the rule is now acted upon, though on this point I 
have not received any specific report from those Officers. 

SSOth. time has been limited after which appeals 
are not received, beoauee it was conceived that the ignr>r« 
ance of the uativos r^fardingour system rendered a con* 
siderable latitude necessary, until th^ should become 
better acauainted with our inodes of proceeding; nor 
have appellants in general been compelled to enter iuto 
bonds for the paymeot of a fine if their oomplaint proved 
frivolous, though fhia has been' done in seme few in* 
stances, when the eomj^nt was suspected to be vexatious. 

231st. Decrees are executed in the usual manner by 
distraint of property, and personal restraint, if necessary. 
Houses are sometimes sola, but the implements of trade 
are nsu^Iy spared, unless no other property be forth* 
coming. 

232nd. No definite nile^havo been established in re* 
gard to the period of imprisonment for debt, if the debtor 
fad to satisfy the demand upon him. Creditors requiring 
the confinement of debtors i^y them ^tubristence money. 

The returns of* the several Collectors show the number 
of debtors in confinement. 

233rd. There can hardly be said to have beer any re* 
gularly constitnted Court of Justice except the Nyadesh 
under the former Government But the number of per¬ 
sons who discharged judicial functions was indefinite ; all 
the village and district officers, from Patels to Mamulut- 
dars and Sirsoobedars, were Judges. Every Sirdar of 
note held a sort of Hall of Justice in his own house ; 
Sahookars and Bankers bad also amongst themselves 
their Ponchayet Courts or tribunals of conciliation ; none 
of these Judges rendered any account of their proceed¬ 
ings to the Government. Every man might, therefore, in 
matters of little moment have justice at his own*door, 
without the necessity of coming to PooTia is quest of it. 
In petty suits it was raerally impartially aaministered, 
aud, wha| enhanced tke value of it, it wa8 speedy. In 
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dhpotes i&volfing cUima to luge p ro p er ty , tie qwlHy 
of tie justice depended often, upon tie price paid for it. 
To reoeire a bribe from a person wbo haA r^y • jost 
causer decided in bis &70or, was genezaUy coasidefed a 
vonial proceeding; but ren^ity at tie expense of ja8tice» 
though of exceedingly comtaon oocnrrexioe> had stm ootte 
blame and shame attached to it* 

284th. The channels of Jnstice^ as may be inftmd 
ifom this sketchy ifere often exoeedti^ly fool^ but the 
stream waS nerer entirely stagnant. Ti^ are now lees 
aamerou8> but more open and free from the impciritiee of 
corruption. , From the circumstanee of their aiininiahed 
number, howereri it may be doubted whether die aggre* 
gate dow of it is now more abundant. The llamulntwra 
of Districts, though they do not take up causes in the 
first instance, hare the authority to decide causes re- 
fen^ to them ; but th^ hare not yet ^proved them- 
soiree eo useful, as it is to be hoped they wiD be> after 
a longer noritiate. Formerly they were left to their 
own discretion, and had Utde control exercised* orer 
thorn/ Now they are* kept under stricter superrisfon, 
aro more liable to hare their decisi^s apposied from, 
oxaminod and reTemod, and snbjectM to all the conse¬ 
quences of disapprobation, cither on account of want 
of Iona or of error of proceeding. They can, moreover, 
dorire no adrantc^, except clandestinely, from their 
situations as Judges ; and the trouble and responsibility 
exceeding the honour and pK)fit to . be acquirod by the 
discharge of their Judicial functions, they in oonsequonce 
enter upon them with lukewarm aeal^ This dieinclina- 
tiou to the Offico occasions a ran upon the European Offi¬ 
cers, and lends to an accumulation of causes on the file, of 
which the clearance, oven with the addition of a Regis¬ 
ter for the purpose, will be a work of time and diffi¬ 
culty. 

235th. The common practice of selling justice un¬ 
der the late Gorornment has tended to lower the char¬ 
acter of its natiTe administrators, which circumstance 
also increases the resort to the Adawlut. . The mode of 
performing judicial duties under the former GoTerament 
having been so lax, it is not to be expected that our na¬ 
tive Judges should all at once acquire habits of order 
^nd punctuality. Our ideas oa this head have little or no 
affinity with thdse of the native servants of the old Gov¬ 
ernment. Hence the generality of the Usmulpidara 
whom we employ, despairing of being able to conform 
io onr notions of regularity, abstain from attempting 
what they ootisider to 1^ uuatlaioable, and m'c extremely 
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backward in taking anj part in ihe dispensation of jns- 
tice« 


PdoehRysU la 
Poou. 



236tk. Fines for friTolons and groandlese compliunta 
are tkon^t b; the natives not to be sufficiently beaVy in 
onr system ol Adawint. Oreat complaints are made 
It Poona professional Pnnchayets. The abuses of 
lich they are nilty are mainly owing to onr want of 
acqomntanoe with personal character which leads to Pnn- 
ohayets being ill constituted. Punchayste in Poona are 
not perhaps so numerous as under the late Gbvemment. 
Obuf fiimjboob* were carried on by the exercise of a 
little anthority. Where both parties are respectable and 
honest, they are still practise; bat all who have bad 
causes prefer the ^.dawlut. 


237th. No anthori^ being nsed for tiie purpose of 
Gentrti mfoorki Compelling people to sit on PuQchayots, and there being 
ou Fuflcbsyets. muen trouble and responsibility att<mding the duty, it has 

everywhere a tendency to fall into the hands of persons 
who undertake it professionally^ A^we are less arbitrary 
than the late Oovemment, we have less power to induce 
respectable people to undertake the Office. We exact, 
too, more regularity and expedition on the part of the 
members, which deters many trom accepting it. It would 
be contraiy to usage to compel people to act as Pun- 
chayots ; but those who decline serving in rotation might 
be fined, as persons in England are, who refuse to fill cer¬ 
tain executive offices. If ^his be deemed objectionable, 
no remedy suggests itself but that of appointing a suffi¬ 
cient number of Ameens to each District, for otherwise tho 
Pnnebayet alone, though it may.prov^ a useful auxiliary, 

'' will be inadequate to answer the purpose of dispensing 

Civil Jnstice. Under the furmor Govern ment it was tbe 
main tribnnal for deciding causes, and people were nsnal- 
ly expected to resort to that mode oi adjustment when 
private arbitratk>D failed. It is, however,difficult to judge 
whether more suits were then settled by Punchayets than 
at present, as no raster was ever kept of them. The 
number of suits on the whole was then apparently smaller, 
because the power of Tuqaza more mqnently decided 
them. They did not in hmtTte como into court. The 
Judges often insisted, in clear cases, upon their being* at 
once settled without any forms of prooess^now a great 
portion of causes that were either rejected, or summarily' 
disposed of, are brought before the ISoropean Office^ and 
thefilein conseqnence is overloaded. 


Ohif Bwni0kocU arc privoU ati^utkiunU^ 
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In sa&ll sniiB, deeuipoA bj Pimchayete m oerUit^f 
qoicker now than before^ bat in lar^ ones tbe^ sro atill 
spun ont in a most proToking and tireaome manner*. 

238th. The Jageerdan of the higher order sometimai 
andortake the settlement of dispntee^ bnt I canoot lean 
that Jnstioe in admicutered hj them to anj groat extent. 
Ulie amaller Jageerdan do not take upon themeetrea thie 
reeponaibility^ onleaa they can make it a eoorce of emo» 
lument, which the; aometimee do to the injory of their 
relationa dnd dependents. Uany abnaeainthia reapeot 
are oommitted by those who have the independent man* 
agement of their own bnt aa tiieir lands are 

known to be ont of oar junsdictionj few complaints are 
preferred. 

23dtL Neither Patels nor Shetties formally adtninis* 
ter any justice. Though empowered to appoint Pun* 
chayetS; in diapnte of which the amount does not exceed 
150 lie. I do not find that they have ever acted upon the 
authority. Their influence, however, is of the greateBt use 
in eradicating tho fi?8t seeds of litigation, particularly in 
matters of lo^ concern*, before they come to any growth. 
Thoir judicial power has nevor hbna of much avail in 
weighty matters, nor can we ever hope to see much offeot 
product by it.* It is, howevor, silently and beneficially 
oxerciscd within the vill^ circle, though perhaps not 
to so great an extent aa formerly, because the apprehen* 
aion of deviating from our more strict rules deters tho 
Patels from acting with their ^ustomed confidence. One 
disadvantage arising from this change is, that litigants 
arc more apt to refuse to arbitrate, and one or other of 
them is pretty sure to insist upon going to the Adawlut 

240th. The Amoens in Poona settle, as will bo seen 
from Captain Bobertson^s registers, a great many causes. 
One or two seem to be respectable, but, on the whole, tho 
character of their proceedings docs not stand very high 
in the public estimation. No Ameens have yet b^ ap* 
pointed in the other coUectorates, but in all a few might 
be established, with mice for their guidance nearly similar 
to theme which are laid down in the rogolation proposed 
by tho regulation committee. 

241st. There have been but Tery few regalu* appeals 
,to me as Commissioner, because ^e greater portion of 

* *^Hcrw wisdob tbst boldsU) ibe plcinsb tod wboie talk 

igof tQLlooks'*^** Imj ibsll not <it ia the Mst, oor a&dsr. 

tUiid the Heoieiice ot Jedgineot." 

‘'^ul ihty fMmlOM etc 4UUt ^ (he woHd. ‘'^SccUswiu, 
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oans 60 is decider! either hj PaQchs)^t of bj Ameensj from 
both of which the appeftl^ in the first instancej hca to the 
Collector. I h^yc, howerer, received e great many corn* 
pUintfl of wrongous, or erroneoafrdecuioiiBj which Iwefer 
to the local an^rities for investigatioD. Seveial have 
in cooecqne&ce been revised, and eome annalled; in the 
latter case a fresh Pnnohayet has been ordered, or the in** 
vestigation gone into the novo. In the great m^oviij of 
cases the grounds of the complaint have been ttitisfactoiv 
ly explained, and the complaint itself rejected. •Hitherto I 
have been guided by the tenor of the rales laid down by 
the Hon'ble the late Commissioner in his report on the 
sabject of rcceivine appeals which were to m confined 
to spocial cases, with a new to ascertain that the stand¬ 
ing instructions were acted up to, and the eastern of the 
coontrj znaiotuDod, mther than for the parpw of re¬ 
vising tbedecisions of the Collectors on eo^ suit. 

C^QM io whiftb 242nd. Caases in which great Sirdars are parties havn 

Sirdtfssrepftztisi nnder my own oognuean^. They are almost ex¬ 

clusively confiiTO to the disputes df the FutwurdbunR, 
which are adverted to in another place ; almost all other 
Sirdars reside in their own Jagw villages, and there 
are few suits filed against them, which may be owing ra- 
tber to their inflaenoe in sappressing than to the absence 
of any grounds of complaint. 

Oriminal Justice and Police. 

Vide Kot. 6 sad 9. 243rd. I shall now proceed to exhibit the state of Cri¬ 

minal Justice and Police in each Collectorate, contrasting 
it in the past year with the two preceding. 

Khsndesb. 244th. In ESiandesh tho crimes of murdof; gang rob¬ 

bery, and burglary appear now to be much lens fr^uent 
than in the preening years, but highway robbery has 
increased, "iliia offence is committed entirely by tho 
Bhcels, who, being driven out of the hills, continue to infest 
, the plains in gangs so formidable as to defy the exertions 

of the Police Otficers. It will be observed from the 
retains which the Collector has submitted that no fewer 
than 111 cases of this crime have occurred daring the last 
three vears, in which the perpetrators have not been 
brougnt to justice. The difficulty of apprehending high- ^ 
way robbers arises from the circumstance of their being 
intimately connected with the Bheel Jaglas of Villages, 
who are the ancient and natural Police Officers of the 
country. People also have been deterred from giving 
information of Criminals in consoqiiencc of the summaiy 
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Tongeaucd whicli haA at different times been inflicted on 
informerS) and Qie Political A^^t ia ot opuiioa that a 
great muj of tbe head iahabitaoti are of^ implioaled, 
eiUi^.in oonxuTmg at Crimea, from the dread of owee- 
quenoe of briogiag, them forward, or in aiding and abet* 
ting in their commiasion with a yiew to share in the bootf. 

24SUl On the whole it appears tiiat fl7 crimes of mag* 
nitode hare been committed dming the year 
of which the perpetrators have not been apprehended. 
The number of eonyiotions for yarions offences appears to 
be only two less thim in the preceding years, so that it 
mayboassnined tiiat the aggregate of moral delinquency 
was nearly the aame. 

The number of persons remaining in oonfinoment under 
sentence at theena of the last qoart^ was 121, 

246th. Then ember of capital trials, oonyictions, and 
executions in Khandesh, stands as follows * 



The accompanying letters and abstracts comparatiye 
will, I tmst, famish any further particulars tlmt may be 
required in the criminal department. 


247th» In Poona the criminal file is usually yery heanly 
loaded, and the magisterial department is aJone sufficient 
to occupy the undivided attention of one of the Collector’s 
Assistanta, aided occaaionally by the Collector himself 
and the Register. 

S48th. During the last year there were fewer cases 
of murder than in either of the preceding. Of gang 
''robbery the number of commitmenta was greater, but 
the qonyictions fewer. Of burglary there do not mpear 
to haye been any oases, which is rather an extnormnary 
circumstance, but it seems to be owing to the crime hay* 
ing been otherwise classed, probably under tbe cases of 
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Vide 3. P.Ko, 
2, a. ire. 


eoDBidcmblo theft, which haye been very nnmorona, there 
having been 85 cominitmente and 78 conviotions on this 
account—Heoeiving stolen uroperty seems to be also an 
offenoe that has increased. The ffreat prevalence of petty 
theft is also a striking feature oi Ga^ BobertsonS re¬ 
turns, there having been 46S commitanenta and SO? 
oonvictiona for this offence. The GoUeotor’s comparative 
abstract will supply any further partioalars that may be 
reqtiired as to the nature of the prevailing offence. 

249th. The af^regate of crime is prodigiously great, 
since there have b^n dnrin^ho last year 1,278 commit¬ 
ments and 798 convictions, ^is may he accou ated for by 
the thieving propensities of the Ramoosees and vicious 
habits of the lower orders of a laige town like Poona, where 
many persons are ont of employ and destitute of any visi* 
ble moans of livolibood. 

I 

The retams of Lcinoos crimes committed since the 
1st July 1819 up to the end Juno 1822, exhibit 54 
cases, of which the perpetrators hdVenut been found. 
This gives an average of 18 per annum, of which nearly 
two*^irds are bur^ries and gang robberies, and the 
rest apparent cases of murder. 

250th. The number of capital trials, convictions, and 
executions for three years, commenemg with the 1st July 
1819, is as follows 
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25l0t. Thennmber of convicts romnising in Jail at 
the end of June was 257. 


252nd. The returns of this Collactorate slicw a^om- 
parative diminution of the greater crimes, but the total 
araonnt appears in the past year to be nearly on a level 
with that of the precetling. 
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2&3rd. The returns heinous critBeecoinnitted dor- 
ing the Ust tiiree veers exhibits n lai^ nmooot <rf oio- 
ru detinqaency, of which the anthers ^ve not been dis¬ 
covered. It comprehends \08, basee in whioh^ howeret, a 
few of th^ appear to have bm inadvtftentlv iaolod^. 
It U deplor^le to observe that about one-tiiOT of them 
are apparent cases of znardefj notwithstanding tbe numer¬ 
ous examples of coital punishment which have been 
made dnrmg that period. The statement of oapital triah^ 
coQvictioqs, and execarions^ Irt Jiil; 1819 to the 
e nd of June 1822, is as follows 



Tlie nnmber of convicts in JaQ on die 30th June last 
was 220. 

254ih. The amount of crime in Dharwar does not ap- D)i«nrir. 
pear to rise or fall in any oonsidorable degree. If we 
take into account tbe largo accession made to the district 
by the tracefera from the Nisam and by Chintamun 
llow's cessions^ it may bo reckoned to have decreased. j. x). cn* 
'The nature of the crimes committed is particatarly ex- miiua. 

'plained in Mr. Tliackoray'a letter in (he criminal depart* 
mont, which is submitted for consideration. 

255th. The number of great crimes committed, of QuAntityoforud^ 
which the po^etratora have not been discovered daring « 

the lost four Fuslees^is stated to be 79, which, considering 
the extent of this division, is sot very large. It may be 
stated generally, however, with nrforonco to the cata¬ 
logue of Crimea, the authors of which aro not detected, 
that ite aocntiu^ depends entirely on the degree of re¬ 
gularity and fullness with which the District Officers 
moke up their retnrns. It may be often sospected that 
tliey omit to include crimes when the number of those 
whose authors are undiscovered bocomee so large as to 
threaten them with blame for not tracing the delinquents. 



2ri0t1i. T)ie of capital triala^ coorictioDR, 

und extHMilioivt iu Dbarwar^ tor tbe three hu?4 yearn, is 
as folluws *— 
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The apparently mcrcanod number of o^pila) trialn in 
the laat year in owiuj^ to screml liaviiie fidleii tuto 
aiToar. which, till tJio Cnllert4>r*hnd Hl^o1V Run^ptnui wa- 
HiHtantA appoiutod nnticr bia>, lirul uimvuidably ?w*(unuulat- 
eil cm tlio file, a circumstance Uie recurreiicu of which I 
Hce no reason to t^^prehond. 

2'»7th. The nnml>or of conricta in Jail ai Dharwar otn 
the ?0Ui Jnno Kst wiis 221; an accoiini of their rant'**, 
rriincR, and puniKhimmia, submitted by the Principal tViN 
lector, accoutpaiiioH thin 

Kx^*laustiou »*. 2^8tb. It may be proper to ox plain that in the 

ti.« Al. , '‘tried" of thestutoiiieDLa ol capiul trials jilinve 

Hraotxol cspiUI *>11 4 ••II, 

j^ivuii, are incImM not only the pnnmpalB, but acce^* 

in nneh crimes. 

'i'he oolnmii ttf convictioas'' also coTibniia all ))oraonR 
found fpiilty of aiding and abetting in capital erimeK os 
well an tlio princi])aiH. Also personR arrui^od for ca¬ 
pita) criimv, iiut c^mrictod of )ohm heinoiiR offenceH, and 
tlu^rcforc not ca|>itally stmtencod. It also coniprohendH 
women who, ncoordiug to the cofttom of Uio country, are 
never pnt U^ death. 

Oil iU*f eHVri .if 259th. The administration of the Police and Grimina) 
oiir i^vKWiHof tri'former timoK is so fully and ably described in 

Mr. KlpbinstoTio*M report that I wWll have bntfew words 
to any on the subject. 

200th. CriinoR in tho Di khnn are committed chVfly 
hy Hhit<dH, Mnugn, ULers, Kwdies, Koi*u- 

wurs, MewoltHfH, and Bedurs, aui persoDs from distaut 
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tries. Swicdlitig, thefts, highway robberies^ Punirf^ment «/ 
robberies, bQrgkriee, sod murders were punished un^r the 
former Govormneut arbitrarily and summarily»on much 
lighter proofs than we require for the couyi<^Dn of the per- 
potretors of these offences. Criminals, when apprehended 
on strong snspicioa, were nsaally beaten or toHnred till 
they cotiiossed their guilt. If refractory, the beating or 
the stocks was repeated at intcrrals of S or 4 days, and if 
the oaao were ono of robbery, the ihiof, on the fact be* 
ing ostabiwbed, was oompolled to rostoro the stolen pro* 
porty, citfier by a rt^otitioD of corporal punishmont, by 
kooping him in ibo stocks, sometimes till he died, or by 
confining and tormenting his family. Groat delinqnonta, 
vmoh as gang robbers or mnrdererSf were pnnishixl 
on tho spot without any delay, by loss of liiubs or of life, 
or by porpotu^ imprisonment, to which was snperadded 
tnich a decree of privation and sufferance as materially 
shortened the period of iheir existence. The diet of 
r(»ttvicts WHS a moderate allowance of Raggoe floor with 
A little salt. Petty thicyes wore genenUly fl<^gcd, and 
released after a shoft term of imprisonment, but tho dnra* 
t ion of it WAS indcfinlU' when they withheld tlio rostora- 
tion of tho stolon propeity. This was a preliminary ex* 
piation which was considered of primary importance, 
llnnislnnont was also a common penalty; but in all crimrM 
the punishment had reference to tite caste and rank 
of the ofTonder, and ho could always sccuro imponi^ if 
lie iiad tho moans of pnrcbHsing it. 

2ClHt. The district znan^gors were more rigoroos in Kaimorfi'y nfth« 
1 ho uxerciso of authority, and tho powers delegated active vysUm, 
them being more ample than those with which we onirutst 
our Mamulutdars, they wore more efficiont as I’olice • 

; andthougli tht»y often omnmittod great opprt's* 
sions on in nocoat persons, the gniky hail on the whole 1c.<^rt 
chance of impunity than nnder our Qovorumont. Finos, 
however, were sometimes im|»osod to satisfy the m^Mcniy 
of tho Mamnlntdars, and they, no doubt, frequently had 
the effect of iucrcasing tho evil which tlmy were ostensi¬ 
ble only intended to ronuxly. * 

262 nd. Suhatautial evidence is now required hof<jr6 a i>iHfwtvAnUgcs 
crimiDal can bo convicted. No preparatory iuflictioa of ofi^arxyhteTu. 
punishment is admitted, even though tho grounds of 
suspioioa are ever so strong. If tho ]>or8on accused vo¬ 
luntarily cemfessos, well and good; if not, proofs of his 
gui^ must be s<mghl for. Those being imuleqiiato, he 
IS usually acquitt^ ond released. MtirdeiXTS suffer 
death, but thieves are lot off perhaps rather too merci¬ 
fully. If convicted of robbery, aoy of the effects that 
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mftj be at once foiiiiooming, are of coarse rettored, but 
no additional pain or soffemice is inflicted to compd the 
robber to point cot the rost of the stolen property* He 
is put into Jail, and sentenced to a fixed period oi con¬ 
finement and haH taboor. He gets an allowanoe of ^ or 
9 pice per diein^ nearly equal to tbe wafios cd a common 
labdorer, is well oonditioned end wdl otad, worked mo¬ 
derately, and alloised to have tlie luxuries of betel and 
tobaeoo. This is not an exa^^rated potore of the 
comforta of a oonriot at PooDe, and I bmiere they are 
eUowhoro equally woU treated. Humanity fbrbkJs ibe 
lufiictioD of preparatory torture to force people charg¬ 
ed with crimes into a confession. It cannot be tolerated 
oven in tho oaso of professional thievos, whoso rooted and 
inveterate habits might place them on a lower level than 
tlie slaves amongst, tho Greeks and Homans, with whom 
alone tho use of rack was pormittod* Some addition¬ 
al eevori^, howovor, both in rospoot to tbe repetition of 
<v>rporal punishment, the duration of oonfinctnoni, and 
privation m tho artiolo of diet, might bo awarded in cases 
ill which tho crimiiiaU contnmoci^sly withhold the 
rosti lotion of the phmderod property* 

M CUT 2ti3rd. It is, I think, mainly owing to our mildness and 
cloinoncy in this particular that robberies aro at least 
as numorous, if not more so, than under tho former Oov- 
emment* A thiei soon luama bow difiBcult it is to con¬ 
vict him. If convicted, ho is sure of bchig well traHie<], 
and has evoiy hope of leaving the plnudor entire in the 
l>oSsoeHion of bis hunily* Vdo chances of getting r»S am 
infinitoly greotor than thoso of panishment, and, after all, 
tho punishment k so mild that it is worth while to incur 
, it for the sake of enabling his family to jirofit by tho fruits 

of his crime. He will of conrso break prison, if he can, 
m tho hone of i^^n laying tho coontry nuder contribu¬ 
tion, not being doterrod by tho risk or rotnming to iaih 
he Pis all£r h^ nothing to alarm hie spprebonsiemB. The 
most rospectahlo natives think our punishments less effeo- 
Inal than thoso of the Uto Qovcmment, and that crimes 
< have increased in consoquenoe of onr mildness in punish¬ 

ing thorn. 

Ef«cU of irans- 2fi4th. Transportation has lately been authorise, 

portatioiL j I 0 f opinion that, after a few examples, the effect 

of this punishment, which the natives partimilarly drecMl, 
will be oonsiderahlo in deterring them from the commis¬ 
sion of heinous offences, as long as the unknown teiyors 
of the punishment cuntinuo to retain their present itspres- 
sibii. It may. however, be apprehended that this impres¬ 
sion will be transitory, and uM the mere deportatioB of 



65 


orimijiab from the scooe of their ddioqoeocj will Dot 
loog ocmtiDoe to be exemjdtfj. The pen^ij » doabtkes 
eevereto « netire whom H removea fixm his oaete« fsnulyp 
aod clim»t 6 » and cofidemns td perpetoal labour; bat iil 
theeS evilfl ere eeen and felt onlj bj the cimmal; and 
his removal being soon eotir^ fovgottoD bj Ua asso- 
ciatosi oeasoe to have any effect in premting a repetition 
of similar offences^ excepting only as it diminisboe the 
number of oSonddrs. 

265th. jIVom the etatoment of capital trials and the 
list of capital crimes commitledj tbo Hon^blo the Gover-* ’ 

nor in Council will* be able to form some jadgment wbo- 
ikor cases of murder aro more froquont here than in our 
old torritoriee. Executions amongst the natives are 
viewed with surprising indifference, which may perhaps 
bo ascribed to our want of form in conducting tiiein; a nvecutioDJu 
murdoror is carried to tho ^lows with vuiy lilUe oerenio- 
rtj, and but a small noinber of persons attend to witness 
it. Thoru is too littlo of pomp and oircumstanco to make 
any impn^sion. We xnif^t therofore, 1 think, with great 
adrantikge adopt the native enstom, which the ilcm'blo the 
iato Oominissionor adverts to, of dicing up like a corpse 
ihu criminal about to be osecutod. lie should also be 
led in procession thn^ngh tbo principal strocts, and bis 
crime snould bo procUitnucl to the Hpoctators. Wo can 
never hope to movo tho feelings of the natives whoso apa- 
t hy is proverhial, unless wo render panishments more 
striking to tlieir inu^nation^ without at the same time 
inoroHKUig their severity. 


SOCth. Tho Political Agent in Khandosh thinks that 
many people who have boen robbed do mot complain, in ^ * 

order to avoid the trouble which must atlond thoir ri'pair* truis. 
iiig to tho Magistrate, and attending perhaps more than 
once b<;foro the trial is concluded. Their attondanoe is 
certainly an ovil, but it, U one to which tbo people in all 
countries most submit as the price they must nocossarily 
pay for the security of their pre^rty. 


267th. In a great majority of ca8ee> whore the proceed* 
ings in the distriots aro complete, the Magistrate might 
at once proceed to t^ tho dolmqneni without previ* 
oiisly recording any further Magisterial proceedings. 

This would prevent a great deal of delay, and save prose* of 

tutors and witnesses the trouble of retiring a second 
time ^ the Hoosoor, which, when they are not all in at¬ 
tendance at the time of the oommitment of the prisoner, 
sometimes becomes necessary and proves vexaiiooa to all 
the parties. This ioccnvenieoce is occMion^ly obviated 
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hy the Collector’s holdhtg bis onmtibi] sessions when on 
circuit. The trial of heinous crimes, ae soon as poAsiblo 
after thej are TOrpotrated, oamnot be too frequontly in¬ 
sisted unoa. By this means the penalty JoUuws of- 


ipon. 

fence whilst the rocollection of it is fresh ia the minds of 
the people, and thereby carrios with it the bi\} force of 
example. The witncaaos, too, Imya loss opportunity of 
Ix^iug tampered with, and being all forthoonHug with the 
transaction recently improssou on their memory, their 
ovidenco U moio to bo relied ou than at a more distaut 
period of time. 


2h8tlL Patels exorcised fomerly withoot shy dednod 
limits to thoir authority the power of slightly pnnishing 
for all tmnor offences, snob as abusiTO Isngnage, potty 
assaults, and trespasses. Tho punishment soldoro went 
liej’otid a few blows with tlw upon hand, or confincinent 
f(»r a couple of days in the Tillage ChoiiUry. tho prisoiun 
paying snbsiKtence money to tho llavildar or Peon wlio 
was placed over him. A MitJ»iUa or fine was perhaps 
uccaMioTiallT exacted, which did notf howcTcr, exceed a 
RiiptH) and aquarU^r; tho.Ilapeo going to the Surkar^ 
Hrid the rest to the llavildar. If the crime woro ef such, 
a nature us to require tho infliction of a grintcr peuhliy, 
tho dolinqnont was sent to tho Manmliitdar tov triaU 
I'bo Pifctels oontifine, I think, to use nearly t1>o ii^nie pow¬ 
ers at present. Captain SriggH stutos their nnthotUy in 
this respect to be nairly domiant; but an they can tn^w 
line to a limited extent amUput offenders in the Choultry, 
and on the whole ns Chief Police AgontP have a drgn'o 
of HUtliority at least equal to tliat which was formerly in 
good times delegated to thetn, 1 do not see tliut their in¬ 
fluence is much, if at all, impaired. 


2(»9th. The imlc under which arc held respon- 

fiible for tho payment of pr»)prrty stolon, whtni tho rob¬ 
bers are not detected, has a considerable effect in excit¬ 
ing an activity on the part of tho Patels. All tho Collec* 
t<n*B, however, state that it has rarely boon enforced, and 
1 am disposed to think that its adoption, oxcxmt in cases 
when) it IK proved that tho thieves l^long to the village, 
or that village people have connived at tho robbery, would 
be a great injusiico. bocauso it usually happens, that 
thieves come from a dUtance, and their depredations are 
conscquontly b^ond the control of the village oflioera. « 

270th. By the circular of the 27th Jnne 1820 (Jm re- 
HtrictioDs in regard to travellors carrying arms were taken 
olT, in as far as it was porraitted that no passport i4h<njld 
be required, provided the numbers did nut exceed five 
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ftiid twentj. The disturbance!! in tbe Konkan, and in tbe 
hiHs which divide it from tbe Oekban, Jiave» however, 
rendered it necaiisary for tbe rdioe officers to be more 
strict in stopping people carrying arms, who conid not 
givo^a good aoconnt ox ibemaelves^ and aa long as anj 
restlesa spirit eontinnos there, H will bo oxp^ient to 
keep up the resections, bnt they mtj he entire] j re* 
moved when there ceasoa to be any likelihood of a re¬ 
newal of the excesses that have la^Iy occurred in the 
quarters adyerted to. ^ • 

271 et. Tim want of good Jails Ixaa Lithorto prevent* JuU, 
ed the estubliHliment of a proper system of discipline 
amongst the convicts. The jadioions observations on 
this subject which were receive from Governoiont with 
'Mr. Secretary Farish’s letter of the 28th April 1821 
were duly circolatcil, bnt 1 have yet received no report 
from any of tbu Magistrates, except Mr. 'fliackeray^s, of 
t1j<' xxiannor in which tlicy have been employed. • 

273nd. At Dharwar, daring the last quarter, 140 reams 
of paper, each of uu^cs, have been manufactared, 
and U7 Rupees worth,of clot^ by certain of the convicts, 
who havo been trained to the work, llie rest have boon 
oiigugod ill diggitjg wolfs, repairing iho jail, hospital, 
jniblio bungalows, and in maldi>g baskets, sweeping the 
y.u], and otlier useful, nffieos. In the preceding mouths 
(>r iho current yc^r the quantity of wora done was nearly 
tho ru»mo. In the year 1821 upwards of 500 reams 
(t-ach of 10 quires) of papoE' were made, tho value of 
which w:w upwards of 750 Rupees, and 158 Its. worth of 
cloth. The rest of the work performed La oxhibitod in 
tlic iwcompaiiying account of that year. .Inhere appears J. D. 
to havo In3 CU an attention to method observed by Mr. 
Tbai^kertiy in ros|>cct to the economy of bis jiwl, which, 
bf'ing well deserving of imitatiem, I shall not rail to point 
out to the other Colltx^tors aud Magistrates. 


273rd. In regard to tho general stato of the Police, T puiic^. 
ara of opinion that although it is far from being so offi- 
ciontas IS desirable for the prevention of crimes, yet that it 
is as vigorous os can well be expected, considering tho 
tiuiuber of people thrown ont of employ, the great inter¬ 
mixture of foreign and Jageer lauds with oar Villages 
and the vicinity of tho Nizam’s frontier on the East, and 
tho facilities of escape ^ordod to Ramosseos and Coolies 
by the fastnesses in the western range of mountains 

274tb. It is impossible to say whether the people are tforalaoftke|iM> 
more moral undtT onr rule than under that of the Pesh- 
wa. Aliuost every laudable object of ambition, except 
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tii&t of oblainiof; the Office of Meinalatdar or Dnftor* 
d»r, is placed l^ood the reach of tbe better ciaasesi 
and the effect may probably be to indaoe habits of idle* 
ness and disaipation. Amoogst the lower oidem these 
habits wiQ be promoted^ if care be not takeoi to pr^ent 
it, by the iacroa a od preralenoe oi dreskenness, which 
is a^ to follow tho intioduetioii of Eoropeaa Ootw- 
Sale of spirituous meat The sale of Arrack does oot prevau to any great 
Uquon. extent in the Poona, Ahuiednuggnr, or Khande» Dis¬ 

tricts, bat it appears to hare increased in Dharwar. This 
is chiefly to be ascribed to the presence of Madras 
Troops and the influx of their followers, and to the intro¬ 
duction of la^c lories of Poona from the ne^bour 
ing Districts of Bellaree, where the lower orders, such as 
B^rs, Dhers, and others, are mneh addicted to the rice 
.of drinking. 

S75th. In Ahmednnggnr the Abkaroe Rcrenne is 
rather increased, and it would hare been still more aug¬ 
mented had not the Colloctor proyanted the establish- 
meiit of new shopa, where tho^ wore not allowed by the 
Peshwa. 

In Khandesh the rerenue from this branch has in¬ 
creased; but tho Collector asoiboa this to the suppression 
of nnlicoosed village stills lather than to any increased 
propensity to drunkenness, of which, he states, the instan- 
ees to bo astonishingly rare, and those chiefly confined to 
Bheels and Ramoosees. 

Captain Grant is of opinion that inebriety is more fro- 
qnent than formerly, owing portly to the increased facility 
of privately distjlling, and partly to the difficnlty and ex¬ 
pense uf proenring opinm, which was formorly used as a 
sobatituto for spirits. 

Dronkonnose is by no means a prevalent rice in Poona 
where very few stills are worked, and the Collector is of 
opinion that not half a dozen quarrels in the coarse of 
tho year originate in intoxication. 

Captain Brigga also mokes tho same observation. 

27Gth« The late Government in its best times was 
excoedingly strict in its r^olations regarding the salet>f 
intoxicating liquors, and much of wh^ is to be found 
good in the moraU of the lower orders of people may be 
Kegalatimfl ra- ascribed mainly to the restrictions that were kept up. It 
^ ^ w^ould be a haidehip to prohibit the s^e entirely, hacaase 

in some parte of the country the ose of spirits is neces¬ 
sary to tne health of the people, particularly Uiose who in- 
l»bi( Uie hills and jnnglee. It is indispenswle to Marhatta 
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toldiere, most of drink poUiolj. It iormM oj» oi tbe 
offerings to some of the idols, is ro 4 uisite in mhoy medi* 
einal preparattODs for mcEQ and cattb, and is pastiodarly 
hesDencial to women in ohUdbiTttu All Uuit can be done 
is to keep up the prohibition where it has been oastomyj 
to interdict tbe sale, to raiseas much as posnUe the price 
of liqoor, and of licence for tbe vend cd it, as well as 
tc ponish drankards whoever thej may be broogfat nn- 
der the oto of the ICagietrate. In prOTortion as the prices 
are raised^ wffl it be jemoved beyond the reach of the low«> 
er orders, who aid most gieen to intemperance. 

S77tlL Mr. Thackeray has Just submitted some eood 
roles for controlling the we c/spirits which he has adopt- 
ed in his agreement with the amc^ renters for this Fas- 
lee. I^ey are interdicted from selling within five miles 
of any cantonment, or to any soldier, fropi allowing any 
person to take spirits fron their ib<^ withont a pats sign¬ 
ed by the Amildar, from receiving anything bnt chsh in 
payment for liquor, from allowing drunkenness or quarrel- . 
ling in their shops, or^eepiw them open beyond 8 
o’clock at night. Thoir shops and stills are limited to a cer¬ 
tain number, and a particular situation under the eye of 
the officers of Govemmenij and the quality of the arrack 
is not to be in any way deterioAted, aud its price is fixed 
at 8 annas per pucka seer. 

278tlL The dirainisbed influence of paternal authority, iu- 

ns well as that of the elder branches of families, promisee, 
however, to have a worse teffdency to produce a relaxa¬ 
tion of morals than even drinking. This effect is at pre¬ 
sent kept off, because every oudeavonr is made to dis¬ 
countenance divisions ; but whenever « regular code of 
RegulatioDS is introduce, these &inily Rchtsms most take 
thoir course, and will, doubtless, become still more numer¬ 
ous, 

279th. The subject of domestic slavery in the'Dek- MlMtf 

han would appear to require to be r^nlatM by some le¬ 
gal sanotions, in order, on tbe one hand, to prevent the op- ^ 

pression of sUves, as well as to check the traffic; and, on 
the oth^ hand, to obviate the injnstice that would be oc¬ 
casioned to private property by any interference amonnt- 
ing to an absolute prohibition of tbe sale of what has hi¬ 
therto been deemed a marketable commodity, FVom the 
answers to queries It will be observed that slavery in the 
Sekhan is very preralent, and we know that it has been 
recognised by the Hindoo Law and by tbe custom of the 
country from time immemorial. It is, however, a very 
mild and mitigated servitude rather than an absolute Slav- 

u Q8l^ 
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ctry, and it differs essentially in many perticnlots from ibo 
ford^ slaTc-trade^ which, to thehcoor o{ humanity and of 
the Uritiah character (though witii little eff«M^t towards 
diminishing the extent of the eril), has been disoontintted 
by Bfltisb snl^ects. ^ 

Treatmont of 280th. BUtcs oto treated by the Hindoos with great 

aUvet. indulgenoOi and if they conduct themselTes well, are coo* 

sidered rather as her^taiy servants of the famil v than 
as menials. They become domesticated in the ooum 
of the upper classos, who treat them with affection, and 
allow them to intormarTy with the female slaves; and the 
offspring of this connection, though deemed base bom, if 
moles, are often considered free, but if females they re¬ 
main slaves. Marriage, however, is oquivalent almost to 
0 mancipation, bocaoso, when marri<M, slaves become 
ratheo* an oncambranco to their ownora. 

Progt&jol 28lBt. Many respectable Bramins have one or mere 

•^svM. slave girls as servante, and in a Harhatta household of any 

consequence they are rochoned . indispensable. The fe¬ 
male slaves are termed Lonndoes, ahd the offs^ing of 
Loandees, by a Brahmin, is dosignatod Bindcy. They do 
not, however, acqniro the charaetCT of pure Morhf^tta blood 
tin the thii^ generation, though tncy cull themselves 
Marhattaa from the first. Tho children of Marbattns by 
A Loundee toko the lamUy name of tho father, but the 
stain of blood is not wiped out till alter tho expiration of 
tiiroe gonemtioBS. 

282Dd. A slave girl conlU not anit her master without 
his consent, but tho mastor was obliged to ciothoand feed 
her, and provide for the children whom she might boar 
him. The roaster could chastise his slave with modem- 
ties, but if death ensued from his severity, he was 
punished severely by fino or otherwise, according to tho 
ploasnro of tho Government. A master could sell his 
slave, but in the upper classes it was not considered re¬ 
spectable to do BO. 

283rd. A woman of Marbatta oastc committing adnl- 
tery or fornication was sometimes condemned to davery, 
and debtors have sometimes become slaves to their cre¬ 
ditors : bat the greatest portion of slaves are reduced to 
that condition in times of famine, when parents sell their 
children for the doable purpose of saving their lives, 
and themselves from starvation. A great number have 
within these few years been imported into the Dehhan 
under these circumstances, and this mode of disposing of 
a famishiDg offspring seems beyond all doubt to have 
been the means of alleviating scarcity* One great evil 
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hnSt h<yww, rostUtodj ihni of kt<li^)}>ing cbUdrea for tbo 
parpcM of aelling th^ m distaai coatitricn m ilsra* 

Thia is a common practice amongst tlie Laauoia tad 
Brinjarees, bat it maj be presented bjforbs^liag'tbesalo 
of all diildren of whom a satisfactory aoooni^ of the man-' 
ner of prodtring them is not gireQ. 

284th. Wliothor it is politic onttrolj to prohibit the Policy ot prohi. 
traffic is somewhat qaostionablc. Mr. Tlaekomy 
of opinion that if OoTemment abolish it, it onght to pro- 
vido a fatfd for starriDg children. All the Collectors 
agi*oo that it would be inonnsigtont with nsago to ooumci- 
putti thorn, and it seems donbefnl whether the meosnro 
woold bo accq)tablo to iho slaves themsolvoa. It would 
certainly bo unpopular amongst the people. The impor¬ 
tation of slaves from foreign statee now stands prohibit¬ 
ed by tUo orders of the Supremo Governmont. This, 
however, has increased thoprico without putting a stop to 
tlio traffic^ For further particulars I bog to rotor to iho 

Collector's answers on this s 

« • 

state of our relations with other Oov> 
emmeute and with the Jageerdars, &c, 

28Gill. My several dospatchos in tho Political Do- Political, 
partmoni havo kemt the Hon'bic tho Governor in 
Cuuiicil m fully iutormed of jwll transactions and discus- 
sirms with foreign states, osgNruU as with the principal 
foudatorios and Jageerdars iu the Dckhan, and.t^ gene¬ 
ral political state ot iho country, that it is perhaps hard¬ 
ly nooessary for me to advert to them on tuc present oc- 
coaiou. A short viow, however, of the subject may not 
bo dcomod superduous in a general report. 

28(>th. The disenssions with tho Resident at Hyder- Kixim. 
nbad, respecting tho proposed exchanges to be adjusted 
iu tho treaty pending widi the Nizam, have not yet boon 
brought to a oonclusion, owing principally to tho objec¬ 
tions which have boon raised tho valuation of tho 

cossioDS modo by tho Dritiah Government to his High- 
noBS. 

S87th. The Most Noble tho Qovomor Goneral^s de- Oathue of the 
^oisiou was that, after tho full oonocssion to that Prinoe, Tresty. 

of tho whole of tho claims of the Poshwa's Oovem- 
mout^ on aooount of Chouth, excepting that guaran- 
toed to the Bonthom Jagoordars, tho romaindor of the 
tranhactiOD, with the reaervatioii of a Jagoer to Sollabat 
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KhaOt Bkoold cossirtaC matAftl oxchimge* on ema] tema 
to tbe extent of about 6,60^000 Be. Tme was we amount 
€t the ^etriote to be ceded b; ne to the Nttan, in Ken of 
which we were to receive an equal amonntof oonntiy frost 
his Highneea, Ijiog to the Westward, and on the ba^ of 
tho 8o^b Birer. % 


286th. The principal distriotf to be ceded bgr ss, which 
lay within the xiiaam^a bonndaiy, were teken poaaewoQ 
of by bis Highness daring tiie war, and Ihe remaisder 
beit^ the districto of Umbor Ellora and Soopr Oondnl- 
gaum, were ceded in the month of Ifardi 1831, on our 
recotring from his Hi^ness his districte West of the 
8eena River, np to which period we had received no oeesion 
whatever from tho Nisam. 


289th. Although tho whole vainc of the districts coded 
by oa was found to bo, with the dedaction before noticed, 
considerably above the anm asaomod tho Oovemor 
General, vrt., 6,GO,000 Rs., yet as oar estimatea were 
objected to, and as those of Mr. BuBsell on the part of 
theNisam were within a trifle equal Vo the above amount, 
I eumested that this point should bo concede^ and that 
the demand from tho Nisam should be liznit^ to the 
Governor Oefisral’a estimate, which, including the Cbonth 
gnarantood, amoaoted to Rs. 7,80,000 net revenue. 

290th. The amount of the cessions received from the 
Nisam is Ra 4,81,785,S|, and tho baJanco of revenue 
remaining is Rs. 8,48,214,12|, besides the arrears due on 
account of the revenoe so long held by the Nizatn, 
without any equivalent cession, and tho oxccss still 
roaining against him, amounting in all to nearly twenty 
lacks o£ Bupeos.' 


291st. In the Districts which were within the Niaam’s 
boundary, and were ceded to him at the war, several 
persona] Jagoen wore granted by tho late Government 
to its Bubje^. Those grants being not reserved, were 
therefore lost to their former holders; bnt as all othor 
personal Jageers of the late Govoromont had bomi roster** 
cd, and as some of the individuals in question were de¬ 
serving of GonBideratioTi from various cnasos, it was at one 
time contemplated by the Hon’blo the late Commissioner 
that some provision should be procured for thrat £r^m 
the Nisam, and hopes were accordingly ^ven to a fern 
that their cases would be favourably considered. As these 
gnats, however, were not taken into consideration by the 
Governor Oenml in the scheme of the treaty, which 
differs in some of its terms from those whicn the late 
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ComiDissioaedr had in riew whw be looked for* ecxapen* 
sa^on for theee Jaffeerdani it doee not aeem that aajr 
opepiag has been left for a coneidezatm of tbeir oUdmBi 
nmees eoine redooed prorkioa ahoold be made hy omr 
Gomzu&ent for a few of the moat deaertmg. 

292nd» The eobject of the arrugemeiLtB of Uds treaty D^y in fht 
have been repeatedly t^eht to 3ie ootioe of the Su^ 
preme Goremment, bat it doea not ^p^ar that aay final 
tnitmotions hare been oommiuucated* either aa to .the 
amount oithe further oeaaiona, or tiie arreara of reTonae 
to be demanded from His Highness I shall be prep^* 
ed^ when orders ahall hare been received for adjostiog 
the final detailsj to avail myadf of ^e opnertanity of sag* 
gestiog to the Resident at HvderabM the cession of 
such ustricts as may tend to ukO mutual improvemoiit 
of onr boundvies. 

2dSrd An investigation has long since been institoted Siodk. 
into the possessions of Sindia in the Dekhao, in order to 
ascortain thoeo villages w^ioh were ceded to the British 
Govomment by treaty of Seijeo Anjengaum^ and 
roado over by us in tho'suMaqnout partition treaty to the 
Poshwai but which were allowed by that Prince to re¬ 
main in the hands of Sindia as b^om. The whole of 
these villages have been distingnished from those which 
were reserved to Sindia in the 8th article of the above 
treaty. It has been suggested that a portion, at least, of 
the former class should be resumed, and that our author¬ 
ity should be introduced infib those that are continued, 
which latter arrangement has been authorised by the 
Sapreme Government, and adopted in a certain degp^, 
but the great qaestion as to which grants are to be resam- 
ed and which continued, remains undecided. 

294th. The inconveniences that attend iho present 
intermirture of Stadia’s territories have also been at 
various times bronghi to the notice of Government, and 
tiiey are likely to be increased, should the proposed mea¬ 
sures respecting custom duties bo emriod into ^oct. The 
embarrassments which are constantly arising from tho 
collision of his local autliorities with ours, oocasiou a 
very serious intorrupbiou to the oondnet of public bu sin ess 
in the districts, the extent of which can har^y bo under¬ 
stood by those who have net had to deal with the officera 
« cf a Uarhatta Government. Sindia’s mahals in Ehand^, 
which were assigned in liquidation of our advances to him, 
wtQ under tho mam^meut of Captain Briggs, and pro- 
dnoe considerably above a lack of Rupees not revenue. It 
is extremely desirable that every ex^tioo should be made 
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to effect bj such czehe&gea as may bo re()mrcd a mutoal 
coneolidatiun of oar temtorioa 




Kolapoor. 


205th. Such of the TilUgea churned by Bfolkar as 
woro found to be bvni jide ponnanent grants by hiai to 
his dependentSf have h^n conCrmed a odor Saimnds from 
the Britiflii Govenimout The nine Nisbatwar villages 
of Waubganm, Ac., have bcenrestoiod to him on the 
pendent ^nore, and his horoditary and private ri^ta have 
Dosu contiuaed. Tbe ioterooursc of this st^ wiih tiie 
Dckhan is now extremely limited. • 

4 

296th. Tlia present state of the Qovemixusit of KoW 
poor holds out a prospect by no moans favourable either 
to its own stability or to the tranquillity of onr sutTounditig 
possessions.* ♦♦♦♦♦* 


Pifpnten of Ko?a« 297th. The final dodsion of Govommont respoeiing 
por sod Warm, the adjostmcut of tho disputes between Kolapoor ana 

Sawont Warroe> has given great dissatisfaction to the for* 
mer state^ whose oxpoctatious bad been raised by the on* 
gioal intentions of Government tm ties subject. I have; 
however, incolcatod forcibly, not only the justice of tho 
decision itself, but tbo absolute necessity of an iinmediato 
compliance with the orders of Govemnjent, luid 1 trust 
that the good sense of Bhow Mahrsj, who is still strug¬ 
gling to retain some little share of inflnenoc, will indaco 
liim to procure tho Rajii's aoquicsocnce.* 


SAiUrA. 208tb. 1 have tho satisfaction of thinking that the 

views of the Hon'ble tho kvte Commissionor for ostab* 
hailing an independent Government for the Raja of 
iSattam and the purposes for which this measure was in¬ 
tended, have been already in a oous^derable degree nn- 
Bwered. On this subject I cau add nothing to my report 
of the 24th April. The administration of His Uighocss^ 
Govommenth^ been bronchi to a state of oidor as per* 
feet as is consistent with tno objects contemplated, hie 
country has been sotUod with moderation and judgment, 
his revenue raised to a degree fully adeqnato to the sup* 
port of his dignity, and he himself, as well as his ministers 
naving acquired a respectable proficiency in tho art of 
Government, through tno sealous and aUo exertions and 
instmetiona of, the Resident, His Bighnoss has been 
released from control, and vested with too fall powers of 
administration. 


T.n*ci% of the 209tb. The immediate effect produced by this emanci- 
«iuQci]M« qjj the public mind has certainly been favourablo to 
our character for generoeity and good faith, and I have every 
reason to expect thiA ae long as the Raja shall contiuuo 
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tn bo guideJ iti points of Uifilcalt; by tbs d»oretioii md 
advico of a jadicious Ilesidont, the hopes which haye.bees 
conceived of the banoficisl efiecta of this poIiOT on the 
country at Urge, will not be disappcmteo. Xo judg* 
joenf can bo formed from ezporienoo for some time, since 
tlio Baja as yet scarcely knows hia own independence, 
aud the extramslinary infloence which oirenmstanoes hare 
oontinued to give to Captain Grant orer hia mind, will 
long survive wo direct exertion of that Officer's control 
«««««« 

300th. Amongst the prindpd Jagoerdars. the first in ivhiciptlJs. 
importanco arc the rariona Cnteb of the Putwordhan mniM Futvnr* 
family. It is particularly nnfortanate that oirenmatanoes uhosk. 
should have conspired to sow the seeds of diasenaion and 
disorder amongst three out of the six principal branchea 
of this houaoi and tho partitions which have neon allowed 
in tliu different catotoa. bavo tended mtber to c^gravato 
than to extinguish tho animosities which give risototbe 
separation. Various vexatioua and often trifiiog claims, 
of a nature acnrcelj admitting satisfactory adjoattnont. 
have botni originutea or re-agitatod. and T sec little pros* 
pect o! those luuds being amicably settled, unless a plan of 
arbitrtiiion. to which I shall aUuuo in tho sequel, w auo* 
coastal. 

301 st. The division of the Morij ostato into four snares 
and| above all, the reservation of the future charge of the 
fort to tho elder branch, haa given the greatest umbrage 
to Madhoo Row, who formorlj managed the whole stato. 

'ilio domestic accommodation of the two minors and 

thoir gnardiana. and also of Gopall Row, haa been a fertile 

source of qnarrol, and I have boon under tho necessity of 

doHiring that tho whole of them, excepting tho older 

brauch. whom I have also advised to follow die example. 

should leave the fort and provide themsolves with houses 

elBewhore. which, however. I do not believe they have yet 

done. The division of the Koomns. the allotm^t of « 

the cuatoins. and tho partition of tho family property 

amongst the fonr sharers, aro still in dispute, and the 

arrears of allowance claimed by Gopall Bow. from tho 

period when his right to partition was admitted, up to 

that when he obtained possession of his share, have not 

yet been adjusted. 

802nd. Almost all these points of dispute are of such a p 
* nature that it is hardly po^ible for an European to form 
a corsect judgment respecting them, and I have hitherto 
been obliged to content myself with enjoining them to 
Bctilo thorn amongst themselves. A short time ago. how¬ 
ever. a proposal was mado by Uadhoo Bow. which appears 
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to me the most Idaij of to lead to a settkoeat of the 
disputes. It m to i^er them to tho arbitrstioa of an; 
Sirdars who may be named by Governme&t, imd request¬ 
ed to send agents for the parpoee of mediating in the 
questions at iasne. I have entirely approred of ft is |iro- 
posali and I have desired the Vake^s of tito other 
braoiftes to oommunicate to thoir masters my wish, that 
they should acquiesco in it. Should they agree, X hare 
great hopes of arriniq; at a satis&otory eonmnsion of fto 
present vexatious quarrols. 

303rd. 1 must not omit to mention that the resolution of 
Hadhoo Bow to retire from the world rather than hold the 
fort for his nephew, entirely subsided when he was re¬ 
quested to deliver over charge and accept of a passport 
to go wherever he pleased. 

804th. Tho final partition of tho Jumkhundee estate 
between Gopall Bow and the Chiuchincokor have been 
conelnded, the division of the family property and tho 
arrears claimed by Oovind Row remain in dispute. I 
have done I could to bring them to an amicable under¬ 
standing, bnt having fule^ I can perceive no other 
course so good as an arbitration such os is suggested by 
Madhoo of Merij 

805th. The partition of tho Jumkhundee estate was 
arranged soon after the oommoncoment of the last Foslee, 
but the actual allotment of villages to Oovind Bow was 
delayed for some months afterwards, until Oopall Bow ba<l 
secured a considerable poiiion of the current revenue, 
which he now refuses to refund, on the ground that it lias 
never been the practice to pay up ar^y arrears on the oc¬ 
casion of such divisions, and tho whole of tho oolloctions 
have gone to defray the family debts and czpenBes, of 
which he offers to pr^uco accounts that have not yet been 
rendered. I am* of opinion that he ought not to be allow¬ 
ed to profit by his w^ul delay in giving up Govind Bow'a 
share) bat I have hitherto been unwilling to resort to 
any harsh moaauros with him, because ho continues 
to assure me of his desire to como to an amicable 
accommodation with hia Cousin, of which, however, there 
is little hope, except through the interventioD of mutual 
friends. 

306th. The particulars of the detection of the con¬ 
spiracy formed by the Karkoons of the Tasgaum family 
to suppress or destroy the Will of their late master, sod 
to oauro the management of the estate according to 
a forged instrument, nave already boon laid before Gov¬ 
ernment" The Earkoons have boon placed in confine- 
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an<I I hsTO nml ^ery endfiaronr to cuse die pro- 
do^iaon of the real WiD^ or, if H Kao bm dertroyod, to 
^iiscorer its co&teota. ♦*♦♦♦♦ 


Sd7tlu The kto refusal of Chi&tamuD Bow to ap 
Babjee Pont Gokla, the murderer of the Vauffhana, ani* 
fidently ennoed that the tomper of this Chiei is lu^ im* 
prored. ♦♦♦*♦♦ 

dOdth. . His uasettlod disputoe uith the Horij family 
respectamg the aucient division of property are stall psnd- 
iog St Dhsihwar, but without much likelihood of oarly ad* 
justmentj since neither party is ever at a loss for e^edi* 
enta lor protracting the inquiry. 

S09th. Tho Chief of Sodbal and Eoorandovar re* 
quire no partioular notice. 

310th. Before dismisstog tho subject of the Putwurd* 
bun fanuly^ it is neoessaiy to observe that the effects of 
the dismetnberaieDt of thoir ostatee have been far 'from 
bonellciali either to the character of tho Chiefs themselves 
or the prosperity n{ thoir torritory, into the management 
of whi^, I fear, that many disoimrs are creeping. The 
conduct of their administration hss, in my opinion, already 
fallen short of the high estimate which hid boenonoeform* 
ed of it. These irrogularilioe may in part be owing to 
the youth and inexporionoe of some of toe Chiefs, and in 
part to the irritation and atiimosity occasioned by the pre¬ 
sent quarrels, which infect not only the immadiato re¬ 
tainers, but eztond even to th^ remotest connexions and 
dependents of the various branches of tho family. When 
the disputes shall have been settled, these feoungs wQI, 
Z tms^ subside, and be suooeeded by conduct more 
becoming the former character of tfa^ Chiefs. The 
whole of the present goneration, which was entitled to a 
division, having already received their separate shares, 
the rule of limitation adopted by Government, restricting 
from farther partjtioD tnat part of the Jageer which is 
granted for military service, and declaring that in future 

junior brazkohes who may obtain separate shares shall 
sink into the rank of Jageerdars of the second class, will 
henceforth be applied, and will, I trust, go far to prevent 
all farther seisms in this once respectable, but now 
divided and falling family. 

311th. Little need be said of Appa Dossaoe of Ni* 
*panee; he has received his compezis^on of Bs. 90,000 
in lieq of his claims on tho Chonth, but he seems ki^ly 
reconciled to the lato changes. He keeps np a considerable 
number of Military followers, of whom his contiugont 
was a very poor specimen. 
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Lipteiof Jageen 
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312tli. The grmt Jftgeerdm do Dot continne to keep 
up so mDch stato as the; did id the Peehira’s time. The 
eatabUshmeQte of moot of them are coDdncted OD an 
ecoDOmioel scale, asd, as I hare had already ocoasiop to 
report, their ooDtingeDts are in a state of ineSBoienej that 
might form a good sabjeot for the pencil of Hpgarth; a 
large proportion bei^ ill-armed, nggediy drea^, and 
acDiTuy mounted, tub same motives for keeping up a 
MQitaiy retinne do not now exist as formerly, since there 
must now bo few opportonitieB of displaying %nj parade, 
and almost all scorn to be sensible of the inefficiency 
of attempting to resist the authority of Government. 
Withi^erence to their diminished means, Chintamun 
Row of Bangloe and Desaee of Nipanee maintain 
the laigeet nnmber of hulitaiy followers. 

313th. The remaining Jageerdars, who es]oy their 
persona) Surinjama only, have all retired to ihoir states, 
where they live on a reduced scale of expense, although 
many of them probably have hardly been able to contract 
their establishments within their present limited inooioe. 
They are in general mneh embarrassed by their creditors, 
notwithstanding that every possible considor&rio& is 
extended to them in respect to their debts. 

814th. The amount of personal Ji^feers to bo restored 
was, as stated by the Rononrablo the late Commisflioner, 
in his dispatch erf the 25th October 1819, and its enclo- 
sores, Kumal Rupees 11,88,901,9^ estimated to pro¬ 
duce Rupees 7,46,269. Of this amount tho Jag^rs 
actually restored have fallen short by Rupees 1,89,884, 
Koma^, or Rupees 88,562 produce, oni some addition- 
alJageers have been granted to the amount of 54,134 
Rupees, including Be. 27,000 to Vissajee Punt Gokla 
on the dischai^ of himself and his contingent from 
service, and 10,000 Bimoos to the Moonshee <rf the late 
reddency,. Mahomed Iianoef. 

315th. Of the total Jageers granted, the amount 
which has reverted to Government by lapses from death 
and other causes has been no less than Enmal Rupees 
1,18,212, being Bs. 73,427 actual produce. An abstract 
of the whole is submiti^ for ike imormation of Govern¬ 
ment. 

316th. The list of pensions submitted to Government 
on the 21 st November J 820 amounted to Rupees 8,09,066,, 
being 19,579 less than the amount OTopbeed by Hr. 
Elphinstooe. Since that period about 27,270 addi¬ 
tional pensions have been granted, owing principally to the 
dischatge of extra horse; and Rs. 18,605 have lapsed to 
Uoveniment. 
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317th. The whole of the grute oontemriated the 
Hoaoarahlo the late Commisaoiierj snch ae the additiofi to 
the Baja of Sattara, the corapenaation hi lieu of Ohoath 
to the Nepaunkor and Patwnrdhona, and the additionaJ 
gratuities to the latter, as well as all other mtendeddoiu^ 

UoQs, hare been made according to the instructions left 
hy Ifr. Elphinstone, and the details hare been finallj 
i(djueted« 

8I8th. It waa intended to issue Sonnods to the idiole 
of the Jagdbdais, and all the principal Sirdars were ac* 
cordinglj desired to send in accurate lists of the whole 
of their pMsossions, but tbejr have never complied with 
my requisition. 

310 th. Of the Mootsuddies of tho former Govern* Bmploym«nti of 
Tnonb a very large proportion remains without employ. SSo^ddiiof 
Krcry department, whether Civil or Military, in the Pub* the former dor- 
lie offices, at the Court, or in tho country, was formerly ernoMot. 
filled with thorn in a much largor proportion than at pr^ 
gont Tho army, as well as horse, had an ample 

compictnont of Karkoons attached to it, and each Garrison 
hnd algo its establishments. The Troops of the Surinjamee 
or Feudatory Chiefs, who by the terms of their tenoro 
wore bound to perform service with their coutii^eDta, had 
likewise thoir share of those Officers. The &diookar&, 
too, employed a great number. In all these branches the 
field for service nas boon greatly narrowed, so much so 
that I think it may bo coniid^Uy asaniaed that not one* 
fifth of the whole now possesses service,^many of these 
are now living in a state of desauvrmmt on the savings of 
more fortunato timos, and a few have applied their Bttle 
stock to trade and to agriculture. Those who had before * 

boon eng^^, or had relations engaged in these occu* 
patioiis, do not feel much inconvonionce from the revolu¬ 
tion that has takon place ; bat others who had never had 
recourso to this modo of livelihood, have become pinched 
for snbsiatence, and are suffering considerable emDarraas- 
mont. 

t 

320th. In r^ard to the groat Mootsuddies, the Hbo* OMtUootAd. 
rality with which Govern ment has continued their person- 
al Jageers, and tho ample provision that is supplied by 
the Pension list, have, in a very great degroe indeea, 

, obviated the distress that would otherwise have resulted 
from the oxtinotion of the old Government. The policy, 
too, of establishing the Government of Sattsra has doubt¬ 
less contributed mainly to this end. The standing order to 
Collectors to employ Natives of the country in preference 
to lorcignors has ol^ in this respect liad a beneficial effect. 
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Bat for tbeao chcamattttOMp it would sot be easy to 
count for the aniTereol truquilli^ that has sucoeMod ao 
sadden and osexpected a change of 

S2l8t. The CoQector of Ahmedno^gor statee that h^ 
has a good many of the old Earkoons in hit emidi^i and^ 
ameMj to the instrootione iMued, he continaea to «yo 
the prefeienoe to them on occasions of Tacanoy; but tneir 
inTeterate habita of peculation and extortion often oblige 
hitn to diszoisi them. 


322iid* The Collector of Poona has between fif^ and 
sixty in his employments but he states that the great body 
of them are without sorrices living from hand to month 
in small townSs where they can live cheaper than at 
Poona. 


Khudeth. 328rd. C^)taiti Briggs also employs a fow^ but natives 

of the conntry; bat Mr. Thackeray^ as already obsorvods 
gives the preference, in the higher Bevenne Offices, to 
Dhanrsr. the Hootenddies of onr old provinces. In the lower 

partments many Karkoons in tke Mprhatta Conntry are 
entertained in the service. 


noemployed 

■oldicrj. 


Fgreiso soldicre. 


EMfmata of the 
bum bet. 


S24th. Of the onemployod soldiery of the Mahratta 
class, it is fortonate that the majority have boon bom and 
bred cultivators, and there were p>crhapG few in the service 
who bad not at the same time somo rolatious at home om- 
ployed in agricaltoro; many of them were oonnocted with 
the Patels and Mookodoms of villages, who bred horses 
with a view to service ish the Powwa's cavalry. The 
vetnm of so many hands to agrionltoro mnst in many 
places overstock that department of labour, and conse¬ 
quently contract the moans of obtaining a livelihood from 
it, but it still famishes a roaource for a maintenance, though 
somowhat circamscribod, to perhaps one*ha]{ or threo- 
foorth of those who formerly belonged to the Military 
body. Many of the rest live on the fraits of former 
plunder, which in times of war, to a Mahratta soldier 
of foftano, is always a primary object, pay being qnito a 
secondary consideration. A man ind^ seldom boasted 
of any Military snccoes if he had captured no booty. A 
few of the Military have, no doabt, bWn compelled to turn 
Isbonren, a small camber are said to havo gone in 
quest of employment to the Nisam's torritorioa, 

825th. Of forcogners, such as Eindoostanoes, Bohil- 
las, Sindees, Arabs or Mewatees, by far the plurality 
have return^ to their native country. * 

326tb. The most extravagant estimate of the nDUil»er 
of the Military class without service in the whole of the 
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iatc Pcshws’s domimoas, does BOt nto them higher theo 
30,000. 

327th, The Golleotor of Ahmodnn^nr thinks^ that 
noerly all the. nnemplojed soldiaiy m his CoOeotorate 
hare booome cultiTators, and that ao &TOtuable ta the 
pablie feeling towarda onr Goremment, and ao great 
the awo of oar power, that there is do danger of 
their being prevailed upon to enter into intrigra for 

diatnrbing the pablie tranqoilUt/.* 

« 

326th, The CoQoctor of Poona atates that there are 
oonaiderable numbora of nn6TDplo}red Mahomedana and 
Mah»ttaa^ who go about Poona without any ottiaio 
moans of livelihood, persona of indolent habits who re« 
tain the pride of aoldiera. He estimates thoir nomber 
at about ^0, and seems to think them chiefly domicilaU 
ed in brothela, to the keepers of which they are xiot on* 
frequently indebted for their meals. * 

32^. In Sattara there are many eoldiors still living 
on thoir relations iif the country, bwdoa numerous an* 
omployed foreigners in'great dtstresa, who are only pre* 
veutod by tiie dread oi onr power from joining in soy 
disturbance. 

330th. The whole number of horses in the ccontry 
from tho Tapty to iho Toongbndra is not reckoned at 
more than 20,000| exclnsively of the Raja of Sattara, but 
inclusively of tho Jsgoerdaxs; of these horaes a moiety 
porliapa d^oes not deserve tho^iamo, as they arc litde bet* 
tor than l^ttoos. The Putwnrdhnn contii^nta, amount* 
ing to about 1,300, many of which were undonbt^y mas- 
torod only for the occasion, fully oxompliflod tho fact of 
tho oxtrome scarcity of good horsos. Ono-third I may * 
Aofoly say wore mere Ponios, another third nearly unsor- 
vicoablo from ^go and hard work, and the romaining 
third merely passable. 

33let. There are probably not 6,000 horses in tho 
Gompany^a terntoriea at this moment; of theeo but a 
email nombor arc of a doaohption whoso pregeny would 
answer for tho servioo of oar cavalry. Wo may, how¬ 
ever, antioipato vory boaoficial effects from the measoroe 
which are in progress for tho improvement of the breed. 
I do not think it likely that any poraona will at present bo 
found wilting to undertake the charge of keeping stal- 
Iion%at their own exponse, sinoo almost all the owners of 
horses have already more than they know what to <lo 
with; but wheu Uio improvemont which tho breed will do- 
rivc from the croaa ox Arab bloud, aad the advantages 
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which will result to the breeders hy the sale of the colts 
shall haye been shown, I have no doobt that man; natives 
will be anxious to possess Arab stallions. The horses 
which have been sent here are much admired, and hevo 
already covered man; fine mares; bat it will require timo 
to int^oce the plan genorall;, and I fear that ti)e diffi- 
ca]ty of disposing of fillies will alwajrs be a bar to 
its entire success. 

332nA When we look back to the swarms of hone 
that coverod the plains of the Dckhan in 1817 and 1818, 
and now see the same oonntr; with so very few good 
horses to be found throaghont ite whole extrat, the chuge 
seems scaroelj credible. It may, howovor, he partly ac* 
counted for by the havoc occasionod amongst thou^ dur¬ 
ing the harrassing marches in which the Peshwa was so 
closely and incessantly pursued by our Troops. 

833rd. The eneigy and activity of onr Officers, Civil 
and Military, aided by the reliance which is placed upon 
our good faith, have dono much ^towards reclaiming tho 
Bhovls from tlieir invotemto habits, or I mny with more 
proprioty say, their hereditary professional propensities 
of plundering. The various reports that have from time 
to time boon laid before GovemmoDt sliow that Uie plan 
of pensioning a few of tho Chiefs, and giving them an 
allowance for a few followers, though not fully success¬ 
ful, has beeu attended with good effects. Many, how¬ 
ever, even of tlioee to w^om this liheraliby has been 
extended, have afterwards relapsed. Tho Junglos and 
hills of Khaudesh are still more or less infeatod by tlu'tn, 
iiotwithstandiiig the very juJicioiui and zealous oxertions 
that havo been at Various times nit»de to e(*izo or destroy 
ihcao Banditti. Gang robberies on tbo highway, and 
successful forays, in which great numbers of village cat¬ 
tle are carried off, still evinoo the turbulnut-and daring 
spirit of those half-civilized marauders, of whom but a 
scanty portion has yet snrrcndcrod the bow and arrow for 
tho ploughshare. The Chiefs scorn to have but an im¬ 
perfect infl nonce in reprewng these ontrages, though 
they find no difficulty in exciting a spirit of depredation 
whenever favourable opportunities present thom^ves. 

334th. In our intorcoorse with tho Bheels in Khandesh 
a communication is generally held directly with themselves 
and not through the medium of tho Naiks* The suc¬ 
cession to these Chiefships does not appoar hereditary in 
practice, whatever it may have been in theory. Any 
man who distinguishes lumsolf by prc-cminonco in daring 
outn^u and bucccss in plunder, establishes lor himself 
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the title of Naik, and Sods no difflcnltj in oc^lectiag foU 
lowers^ It ifi not onnsiud, however, in broils amongst 
themselves for one to characterise another as an npstart, 
whjch provee that tho Chiefship went in particular {ami- 
lies. It is obriooB that no one in snoh a state ol society 
could long retain aathority who did not possess some ss- 
periority either of talent or enterprise. 

335th. The Bheols arc at present unsettled and dis- 
sa&fied with a Government of ordm* which keeps them oar^voBmeot 
within bdtinds. Time and conciliation may by degrees 
reoonoile them to -the change, and gradually introduce a 
taste for agricultural persoits amongst the rising genera¬ 
tion, who will find no resource but in labour and industry. 

33CUl The Bhoels of tho Nnggnr District have been Bheeiflof Alimed- 
entirclyreclaimod, and arc as peaceable as we oan ever 
expect them to be. The Coolies also of that district are 
perfectly quiet, and do not seem inclined to putici|mte 
iQ the disorders of their Southern ooighboors in tlio 
Poona District, wlm have on several occasions raised 
Siindif in the Mawma, The Coolies and Ramoosseos also 
in the Sattara territory and the Punt Suchew^s Jagoor, 
still retain the restless marauding ^irit which has always 
charactorizod thorn under a native (jovemmeDL In many 
instances thoir Chiefs have loft tho service and i>ay of 
GovenunoDt to join in theso prodatoiy cxcnrsionB, nnr 
docs it appeal' they have any canso of complamt or 
disaffection towards us, or even the apology of necessi^ 
ty to account for their conduft. The late excesses have 
probably been principally owing to the character of a few 
individuals, such as Boopsing in the Kokun, Moraroo 
Nayk at Sattara, and two or thm in this* district who have^ 
just snffered the well-merited punishment of their crimes* 

337th. Against such men, Militaty force is of little Moinn teprm^ 
avail; vigilance and promptitude on the part of our dis- outmgei 

trict officers to crush the first seeds of disorder as soon CoiecbuaUa 
as they appear, and severity on the part of Government 
in pnnifihmg those who are convicted, will beet put a stop ^ 

to these outrages; but, above all, confidence and reeclution 
on the part of the villagers to refuse compliance with 
their lawless demands and resist their exactions, would 
most effectually prevent their recnrrenca Such, however, 
is tiie want of energy amongst the natives, and so smalt 
are the villages in the mountainous tracts, which are usu¬ 
ally ^e scene of depredation, that we find the greatest 
diffic^ty in inspiring them with spirit anoogh evon to give 
information against those plunderers, much more to resist 
them, however contemptible. The state of the Boutbem 
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Konknn evincoa how aAngerona dUordew of this dosmp- 

tion mybocome^ifeariymewuibenotuBodtooiiiab theiiL 

S38t^ The dostrootion of Hill Fch^ has enabled 
Govemmont to dispense with many Bibbondies. This is 
the chief advantc^ that has attended it. The hill people 
wore certainly kept in some awe by the presence of the 
ffarrisons of those forts, although they m in general 
situated on such lofty ominencre as to proolndo tho pos¬ 
sibility of the Sibbundioe acting with any effect agemst 
iuBui^ta. On the whole, however, I am inolmed to 
think the demolition has not been followed bv any preiu- 
didal oonwqueDcea. A list of ^ Uxo HxU Po^ th^fc 
are now kept up is annexed to this despatch. Tho rest 
have boon destroyed.* **•••**• 
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340ih. The aiudliaiy iniaatrj have long been dmos** AttxiUaryTroopt. 
ei ot, and their office employed in Sibbandoes. 

The aozilitfy horse hare him reduced to a thoosuid 
Snwan and their expenae to kaa than fire lacks o( Bn« 
peet a year. I hare already eubznitted to Gorernment 
a eaggestion for oosTerting them into dietrmt hoTee> witii 
the exception, if necessary, of the Hindooatan Baiualla, 
which might be kept m sa % Military body. By this 
arrangement they would certainly be more readfiy appli¬ 
cable to the purposes of police for which they are at ne- 
sent bhiefly intended in we districts, and a rery ooneider- 
able earing of expense both in numbers and pay might 
be eSooted at no distant period of time. 

Miscellaneous. 

% 

Co5Dtno5 or thi Psofli* 


841 St. The Bynts in many rillages, though ujually DeUi 0 / th« 
frugal and prorident, are much in d^t to Sahookars and 
Merchants, owing to the oppressions of the Rerenae 
Contractors. Many of t&ese debts are of long standing, 
and are often made np of compound interest and frew 
occasional aids, which go on aconmalating so as to make 
the aooonnts exceedingly complicated. A ^ut thus 
embarrassed can seldom extricate himself, fiis exer¬ 
tions may be compared to the hellish torments of Sisy¬ 
phus, who had no sooner rolled his bnrihen to tho snm- 
mit of the hill, than it fell back upon him with redonbled 
violence. It would be hard rigidly to enforce the payment 
of such debts by distraint of we Kyuts^ property, for th€y 
aro of such a character that they can with propriety bo 
adjusted only by a eompositioD, which ^is rarely to Be 
obtained bnt through a I’unchaet. Ho distraint shoold 
over be allowed unless the creditor gives smurity for 
the payment of the Bevenuc due by the Byut. The 
Moeraa fields of Ryuts are sometimes mortgsg^ for the^ 
debts. The Ryuts in some cases, and the mortgagee 
in others, paying the Sirkar dues. 

S42nd. l^e Collector of Ahroodnuggor, notwithstand- Kynttm Aliu^d. • 
ing some embarrassments, is of opinion that there is°vggQr. 
an nniversal tone of satisfaction amongst tbe Byuto result* 
ing from the improvoment of their condition, and, ho 
thinks, that they are g^nally extricating themselves 
from their difficnlties. The general feature of the pic- 
"'ture is correct, but it is poi^ps charged with oolom a 
little tm brilliant He thinks that oompWnts against them 
from Sahookars are decreasing, but this cirenmstanoo is 
partly to be ascribed to many of these debts haring b^n 
uecls^d inadmissiblo. 

¥ (Wl— r. 
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348rd. Cftptftis Bri^s r o pre io ata tbe uopreeedented 
cheftpoeM of grain m a roaaon which aiut render it ab-^ 
aohtd 7 neceoiaiT to rednoe the preaent raten of assess^ 
ment, without which, he a{^rehe«idi, a aeriona failing oS 
in the rerenae. Hitherto die dktriot aaeoapment, be 
atotea,' haa been regulated on no reiy intdlmble fixed 
principle uid oonaeqoeiitl^ emigration of the BjmU from 
one place to another hae ocoaaionall^ taken plM^ . It ie, 
howerer, almoet aa diiBcnlt to reduce aa to raiee tiba aa* 
aeaainent on data eo inperfeot aa the accoant# whi^ we 
are yet posaeaeed of. 

844th. Captain Grant bIbo bears teatimonj to the 
ameliorated condition o! the Rynta, who^ notwithstanding 
aome prejadicea against ns, which ther moat natarally 
entertain, are, he thinks, sensible of tho superiority of 
our mode of ^ministmng the rerenne. Ho thinks the 
management of the best times of the old GoTemment can¬ 
not compete with oon in point of excellence. 

345th. He adrerte to the pwtioe of pressing Byuts 
as Begarees, which is still occasionally kfpt vp, particu¬ 
larly by our Sepoys when marphing on detacoment and 
trarelliiig on fnrlough, notwithstanding the repeated 
orders tlmt have been issued on the subject The abuse 
he ascribea to the ignorance, on the p^ of the Sepo;?s 
of the existence of the mhibition, which cannot nave 
boen sufficiently explained to them. As a remedy for 
the evil, he suggests thatu tho regalation should form a 
part of the stanSog orders of every Battalion, should be 
read monthly by the interpreter, and enforced widi the 
greatest stnetuesa. 

346tb, The Collector of Poona considers the general 
condition of the Ryuts to be by no means bad, though, in 
the UowuIb, he thiuks the assessment too high, ud the 
burdens of Au^dai^ too heavy, and, on the whole, that 
the people in the Western are worse off than those of the 
Eastern quarter of hia District. The cliaracter and cir¬ 
cumstances ^ the counti^ in the hills, so different from 
those of the plaina, sufficiently account for the difference 
of their condition. 

847th. The abolition of the transit duties on grain, a 
measure which I lately recommended to Oovemmont 
when writing on the subject of the customs, wQ], I trust, 
tend materiJly, by emancipatiDg the Bynta from Chanda 
of the Village Bwyans, to improve their condition and 
to r^er any general reduction of the land aaaeasment 
unnecessaiy. 
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348th. The infliix o{ BjQte from the Mi»a’e eoMxtiy 
WM 9t first coQsidersblej bat the &Tonbje OowhM dow 
grented there^ ere attiw^ng beck eome pert ctf the igri'* 
coltpral popaiation. This tekea place both in Peooa, 
Ahmednuggor, and Ehandeah. 

Sidth. Borne of Sindiah's etibjecie^ meeting with little 
protecti<m from the r^ieoity of the Officers of that Oormn* 
ment, have migrated; and we are likelj still to gain an 
aocessios of inhabitvite from the intermixed lands belong* 
ing to that* Chief, if he does not adopt a more fostering 
system of man^^ment. 

350th. Emigration from one Tillage to another hae 
oocaaionallj happened in Khandeeh. many By ate, who 
formerly the proviDce, haye, ainoe our acoeaaion to 
the Goyemmeot, returned from Berar and from Gooa^ 
rat, and coiksideTuble tracts of land are reported to have 
been cleared. But, in the course of my tour of upward 
of a month in Khandesbj 1 did not happen to obserye 
much recent progreaa in ^ feeling of ^o almost inter* 
minable jungles wHIch^ haye of 1^ years oyerrun the 
prorince, so as to render it a complete den of tigers and 
wild animals. 

351st. Much time and consideration was, at an early 
period after taking charge of Uie Commission, devoted 
to the subject of rill^ debts. The suggestions, I had 
the honor to submit, met with the approm of the Hon* 
cmble the Ooyemor in Cooncil, and were in consecjuenoe 
circulated, in the form of iostActions, for the guidance 
of the Collectors and Political Agents. Obtain Grant, 
howeyer, is the only one who has fully acted upon those 
instructions by taking the necessary preparatory mea¬ 
sures for ascertaining tho sum of the debt and classify* 
ing it under its seyeral heads. 

S52nd. Tho usorious natore of many of these transac¬ 
tions was such as to seenre the crediteira from loss if 
they realized one-half of their demands. The crops of 
whole Tillies, as-Captain Pottinger correctly states, 
were often mortgaged to them heiore they were ripe; 
and the greatest distress often ensued from this mode of 
forestalling the market. Where village debts are of 
yeiy old standing, exceeding 20 years, or where they 
have been contracted under coUusiye or frandnlent cir* 
cumatanoes^ the CoHeotor of Ahmednu^^r hae always 
reject^ them; but, where fair and reasonable, he directs 
the Eumavisdars to call on the Patels and to settle them 
by instalments. By this method he finds he can satisfy 
the applicants without distressing the Byats, and the kt* 
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ter, finding it is not a part of cor sjstem entirely to canoe! 
sn^ claimB, hsTO bc^n to compromise tbom as ftf as 
the; hare had tho abifit; to do so. 

353rd. Captain Briggs directs his Mamnlatdars* to 
assist creditors in recoTering village debts, for which tho 
Bjmts have beoomo responsiblo; bat rejects those gI long 
standing, which have been contracted os ocoocat of ad¬ 
vances ol the pablic revensa 

854th. I beg leave to refer to Captain Grut's ss^ 
gestions on the sabjcct of village debts as conveyed m 
his answers torn; supplemental queries. Hisobsermtiona 
are very judioious, but they serve, I think, to show the 
magnitude and difficulty of the subject. Ttie great mass 
of ^686 debts consiatSi in fact, of advances or loans to 
tho late Oovemment, but the sum is great and tho credi¬ 
tors so nujnerons, that no Collector oan, in my opinion, 
have time to go into the inquiry so as to de<n<^ what 
shall bo oonsidered bond fino dauns, and what not. Should 
Government decide on the propriety of taking upon itself 
this debt, which I conceive to be u/<mly way of oxtin- 
guishmg it, it will bo nocessary to appoint a oommiMion 
piuposely to scratioiso tho demands of tho creditora, and 
to separate the good from the bad, on the principles laid 
down in my circular, and improved upon by Captain 
Grant. Both village and private debts, in a great degree, 
have arisen out of tho exactions of the farming system, 
and the almost insuperable obstacle to any settlement or 
oven classification consisU in tho difficoUy of distin- 
guishing what are roally public and whet privi^ trsne- 
ttctions. This difficulty will be increased whenever an 
ioveatigation is .begun, for all sorts of documents will bo 
fabricate to prove that tho claims arc more of a pablic 
than a private character. 

355th. The morcantilo and banking trades aro 
porliaps those t^t have most materially suffered by tho 
change from Na6ve to European Govemmont The con¬ 
dition of tho Sohookars is, in consequonco, much deterior¬ 
ated ; it being computed that not two-thirds of the for¬ 
mer capital aro now employed in bonkiug speculations. 
The oausoe of this filing off may bo rofemd to several 
circumstaucee, but it should bo premtsod that they 
^>ply with much force only to Poona and a few other 
large towns in tho Dckhan. 

856th. Tho capital has ceased to bo the sqat of 
Govomment, the residence of a Court and its numerous 
ministors md Officers. A great sU^ation of trade has 
uusued, sioce great purchases of jewels, shawls, and cloths 
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And divoYS valuable commodities are ntm no longer re- 
qnired to eappl; the demand of Oriental pan^ and 
lozaty. Tho army now oompenaatee by its djscifdinp for 
its^inuiahed nambers; conanmptiem is^ in cons^nexioe^ 
everywhere groatiy redooed, an^ with it, has of ooone 
followed a temporary decline of commeroial proQ>mty. « 

857th. Another ^reat canso of loss to the hanking 
trade is to be found in the altered modo of realising the 
public revpnne. A very large p^portion of it was for¬ 
mer^ remitted either by bills mwn from the distriots of ^ 

upon tile Poona banks, or if paid in cash, passed through HawaU i^tiem. 
the hands of bankers, who profited by the exchange of 
coins before the ooUe^ons reached the public treasury* 

Bankers had in conseqnence their agents id tixe district, 
and the ramification of the money trade in loans to the 
Bynts, and to the renters of villages and districts, ertend- 
isg to every quarter, created a wide oiionlatioD oispede, 
which returned to their coffers with an abundant aocamn- 
lation of interest. Accammodations of this nature were 
frequently, too, re^(^ in grain, which was received at a 

E rioe much below the market rate, and consequently 
rought great returns to the lenders. These advantages 
are now considerably abridged under uur revenue system. 

The Government settloment is made more directly with 
each cultivator, and public demands aro better defined. 

Each village pays the pnblic dues directly into the district 
treasury. What is lost to the SiUioobrs is, therefore, 
gained by the Byuts, and as 9heir prosperity oonstitntes 
the public wealth, much improvement may be expected to 
result from the more equal distribution of profit amongst 
the agricultural classes. 

858tb. Trade of money-lending is much diminished by Difficulty of is- 
this change of system, but is still further obstruct^ by 
the diffic^tios which tiahookars now find in recewering 
their debts. Under the former Govomn^t the privilege 
of Tuqaza seems to have furnished a substantial secu¬ 
rity for the honesty of those who lived on credit, ‘ 

tors, by dint of oilectual mode of rodross, could starve 
oven the better sort of dobtoin into compliance with their 
demands; or, antil they should be satimed, could saddle 
them with the payment of daily diet money to those who 
were sent to besi^t^^ and don them. Debtors of tiie lower 
order were troated with still more summary rigour by 
mer^ess creditors. They were sometimes m^e to stand 
on one leg under a vortical sun; and occasionally, in 
order that s greater impreesiem might bo made, they wero 
cumpoUod to boar a lai^ atouo on the naked crown of the 
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head Should thii pm^ess ttUier owing lo the con- 
tnmacj or thainabilitj of tha debtor, he wm probablj look¬ 
ed ap in a dark cloeet in the oioditor'a hooae, whore eteiy 
meazu of coercion, short of absolute beating and sadan* 
goring his life, was resorted to at discretion. 

8S9th. Ko such arbitraiy power is now admitted, 
tiiongh a moderate and reetneted mtem of Tbqiua is 
still toleoated ; bat if, after all, a debtor does not pay, 
the creditor mast prefer his suit to the Collectoi^s Cmrt 
To resort he has often tnaoy objectioDS. * If bg is a 
person of reepectabiUtj, he thius it an addition to the 
eril already snstainod by the loss of his money to be 
compelled to stand np in the Adawlut on a footing of equality 
with perhaps a person of inferior caste and degree, whom 
be considers to hare already injured him in purse, the 
most sensible and vital part in wUch a Sahookar can be 
aggrieved. Supposing, however, all obstacles overcome 
ttd the debt proved, the only satisfaction uinallp pr<wur- 
able to the creditor is to eonfi^p tho defaulter m Jail at 
the farther expense of his daily subsiftenoe. Something 
perhaps ma^ oe realised by the distraint of the debtor's 
efiects, bnt m most cases the amount will be trifling, be- 
caose the debtor, who either cannot or will not pay, has 
generally contaived previously to make away witn iil his 
moveable property. 


360th. The present limitation of the power of cre¬ 
ditors has certainly served to cheek mercantile dealings j 
merchants are compelled ho be more cantioos in tiieir 
specuIatioDs, and to look more to individual character 
and collateral security; bnt to counterbalance these defects 
^ there is now less oppression and more freedom from per- 
^ Bonal violence and torture. These are unquestionably 
solid advantages gained, and chough the natives from 
being long habituated to despotic power, of which fear 
is the ruling'princaple, cau hai^y be expected for a long 
time to appreciate them, yet their good effects at a future 
period may be con6dently anticipated. 

Sfllst. In l^islating, however, we should keep in 
view the nature of their former Government, and in eman¬ 
cipating them, innovate slowly—lecolleoting always that 
Csotioa T^oiats a large share of moral virtue is required on the part of 
ia UgitUting. sabjects to prevent rational liberty from degenerati^ into 

licentiousness, and ultiinately leading to oontem^ and 
resistence authority. I ot so means think the moral 
chaiaoter of the natives so baa as it has been represented 
to be, bnt I am certain they have many seeds of depiwvity 
which will sooner or later ripen into a full harvest, if we 
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do stot contmoe to rale Uiem e good dael aooording to 
the i^nt of the Uwi and wgee to ^liueb heye 
been, with »o little Tuiettos, eocosioaed from time imae- 

mcrieL 

• 

SSSnd. To return to mj labject. I do not fin'd that 
aaiqr Sahookan have either emigrated or become bank- 
rapt eince the change of Goyernment. Tboae of Poonah Ba&kmptcy tei 
a» already obeerred, depriyed of many eooroee of ^ 

trade and profit. The absence of all the Jageerdan and ^ 
gnrinjaiiiledsrSf who have retired from the capital to 
their estates, is not amongst the least of their bases—and 
to ^eee may be added the despair of eytf realising the 
great debts that are yery general^ owing to them by 
rais class of peraons. It is true tlmt the creditors had 
not under the old Goyernment any certainty of reooyer* 
ing their debts, many of which were oontraotM by broken 
down Birdars and Umnolutdars; bat, as long as any hope 
existed, the knowledge of their possessing snoh claims, 
contribute by npholdi^ their credit, to adyanoe their 
mercantile tranaaotioos. 

36Sfd. As many of the debtors became inyolyed in these ^ fiirdart 

embarrassments on the security of potsessioni and offices titsooTw- 
which they qow no longer hold, they csnnot be expected 
to extricate themseWes or eyen to be responsible. A 
spange may therefore be considered to haye been applied 
to such debts, the extinction of whidi most of course 
haye a prejadicial effect on the credit of the com¬ 
mercial and banking part of the community. The losses 
they have nnde^oue by village debts are also very 
considerable. The subject of these debts was discnssed 
at great len^ in the letter which I bad the honour to * 
submit to Goyernment on the 6th of January to 

which 1 have already adverted. 

364th. Some agency houses, branches of Poona touKs et 
finns, hay© been establ^ed at Sattara, which in part 
m^e up for the failures at Poona. In further com¬ 
pensation for the losses of Sabookars and merchants, in 
general, it may be observed that under onr Government 
they directly contribute v^ little to the support of the 
rate. The Tax on them is merely nominal, and does not 
mount to anything lil^ what is pmd by the same classes 
in many of our old proyiaoes, particulany the ceded dis¬ 
tricts on the Madras establishment, where, under the Vees- 
bundie or inooma-taz ^stem, th^ mv from 10 to 15 
per cant, on their annual irrofiU. Sahookars, too, are 
now exempted from all occasional Dunit or forced levies 
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wblch tli ^7 wore sometime oompelled.to pay to tbe lato 
OoTeromont in Uie fhtipe ot Noasars exacted on socoee* 
Sion to proportj or on other pret^rts* 


366Ui. Of the present Mamnlutdars, 1 feat thero^ is 
bnt a BznaU number vrho^e inteeritf can be relied oDi and^ 
as far ae mj obserratson goesi I should estamate that not 
a third ol those belongioff to the Dekhan are practiioallf 
acquainted with the detaus of reyonue znauanement. To 
su^ a pitch of moral cor mpti on had the Sbrnolntdara 
arriyed nader the farming sjstem during the latter jpns 
of tiie late Peshwa that common iutomty was ney^ ex- 
pocted from them; and as the Mammute wore rented hr 
those who agioed to paj most for them, experience ana 
ability to foster and improve the resoaroes were hardly 
kidered requisite quaLifica 


consii 


ktiona. 


d66th. ITuder these circumstances the poli<^ of now 
exolusiyely employiw these officers is, hi my opinion, some* 
what qaestion^le. It is humane to endeayour to alleyiato 
the eyOs inseparable from a ne^ conquest by ayailing 
ourselyes of the services of the uatiros in preference to 
strangers; but with such corrupt habile and such a want of 
acquaintance with our more regular system of adminis¬ 
tration, 1 am afraid our attempts to improve the prosperi¬ 
ty of our subjects by means ot such im^rfect iuMramenta 
wUI be attenaed wiA limited success* 


367tb. Captein Pottinger speaks very unfavourably of 
the integrity of his Uamamtdars, and alludes to several 
abuses which he cannot ontifoly put a stop to; bat manjf 
of them are of such a nature as to bo greatly checked, if 
not entirely eradicated, by the vigilcnoe and exertions of 
the Collectors. He looks forwari^ howovor, to a period 
when they shall become very boneat, an antirip^tion of a 
change for the bettor which is more desirable than pro¬ 
bable* 

d68tb. Captain Briggs thinks &voniably of his Ma- 
mnintdars, but repeats the general complect of their 
want of cne^ in. judicial oSmrs, and of the disregard of 
tiicir authority which obtains on the part of suitors, who 
insist upon bringing tiieir complaints to the Hoosoor* 
Fonrtees have at different times been dismissed. All 
those now in office, except one, are inhabitants of the 
Dekhan. Considmng the abuses that have prevailed, 
it is not extraordiuary that so many have been convicted 
of malversation or ino^»city. i 

869tb* Time will show what effect tho almost entire 
czcluaion of tho better trained class of rovenuo sorvante 
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Monging to oar old proritioM will faara cm tho fiscal ad- 

hiitustraUoo. Those of the oonntrj are perii^w less 

needj, but they it possible^ m(m syBtematioaUy oor* CompftnM of 

rupt aad intrigaing. They are ia genei^ iguonot of the 

detdUi of rerenue managemeiit, and if not judioiooaly those of tke old 

mixed in each dmrtment with foreig&m> their ankm proviooes. 

with the district Zameendars will cftm defeat the rigil* 

aoce of the most experienced Collector. Could we 

find many of Nana Famawooa’s school, we might oer- 

tainl; reol(oa with confidence on their local experience 

and ^eir popularityp but those bred up under the fanning 

system are rarely Co be trusted as managers. 

370tfa. The Collector of Poona has discuBsed in the H*tiTeMrTsoU 
86th paragraph of his answers to the qneriea the dis« inPooai. 
adrantages ot a diffused Goyemment wescy. The ar* 
guments which he adduces aro those mich have been 
URod in favour of the Knmeendaree and against the. Ryot* 
wares system of management, founded on the impossibili¬ 
ty of always getting rigilant Collectors^ ^and on the dis¬ 
honesty of all native ser^nts. Ho declaims with much 
justice against the intriguos of informers, bat he appears 
not snfllcieotly to appreciate the advantages that a Col« 

IiKitor most always derive from nnreset ved oommanicatiou 
with all classes of persons, and from reccivin(^ all 

opinions and being guided implicitly by none; by which 
** uiothod alone the Hyuts can be secur^ from exaction, 

** and the public revenito from embesslemeut.’^ Iltese 
Sid vantages are onUroly precln^pd in the absenno of that 
diffused ageucy which ho appears so much to deprecate, 
und without which, indtfed, the Collector himself would 
degenerate into a mere receiver of rents, instil of exer¬ 
cising the high and ros|H)iisible office oT n^gulatiog and ^ 
conducting the whole fiscal administraUcni of a great pro¬ 
vince. 

37Ifit. In the Southern hfarbatta Country, out of Nati ve ^rvjuiiii 
twenty-two Mamulutdars one only is a native. The in th^e Southern 
rest of tliem, and all the Serishtedars of Talooks. are tuCwoii. 
natives of places south of the Toongbudra. The ma- * 

jority of the Peshkare are also foreiguers. Of the infe¬ 
rior servants, such as Gomshtahs and Karkoons. three 
out of four are natives of tlie Marhatta Oonotry. The 
rest come from otu* old provinces. Mr. Thackeray 
observes that the servants of the late Government have 
been rendered so corrupt and unfit for business of late 
years by the renting system, that it is generally found 
unsafe to employ them in situations of great trust and im¬ 
portance. ana. he fears, tba^* the habits of most of the pre- 
aeot generation tie too deeply rooted to adjtut of reform, 
s 681—oe 
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Thirtj^^ht poblic sHTftDto employed either aa Mamo- 
latdan^ Senaktedare» or Peahkare, hare been dismiaaed 
by the Principal Collector for embmleiikeDt> cormption, 
or misoondoct ; of thoaoj 26 were natiyes of ooi old 
proTinoea^ and 12 were natiyes of the oonntry north of 
the Toongbndra. 

S72od« I am diepoeed yery macb to ooinetde with Mr. 
Thackeray in opinion ae to the character of the Bayo¬ 
nne Seryanta of the late Goyemmootj and to think that 
the extent of malversation that occnrs in eacl^ ColleotOT' 
ate will depend in some measure on the decree in which 
they are employed. Efficiency of control^ bowerer^ with 
any Bevenne Seiraots will depend suunly on the manner 
in which the Collector employs the double check of bis 
two Doftnrdarsi without whoso oonnivanoe no extensive 
abuses can ever loz^ remain undetected. An old expe^* 
rienoed servant on the Bengal eetablishment observes 
with much justice of the native officers that, in com- 
mon with the generality of the natives of India, their 
conduct in the discharge oP their, official functions is 
greatly indaenced by the character and prooeediags of 
the European Officers of Government under whom they 
** are employed, and that, under an active Collector of 
scmpulous integrity, all gross abuse of the powers in- 
trosted to them may be, and has been frequently pre- 
" vented.” 
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37Srd. The moment a native is appointed to an office 
of considerable trust, he bmns to think that a portion of 
the predominating power oi the Company’s Government 
is transfused into his compositaon. He is exceedingly 
apt in conseqaence to treat ha*U en 6a8 al] those who 
come in contact with him. This spirit, however, is more 
observable in the natives of onr old provinces who aro 
appoinied managers of districts than amongst those of 
the new. The reason perhaps may be that, in our old 
territory, the nature of ourinstitutoins has in a great de¬ 
gree confounded aU ranks and distinctions of persons, 
reducing the whole to nearly one common level, with the 
exception of the few whom we employ in office. 

S74th. The annexed translation of a letter from the 
Mamulntdar of Rmrar to the haughty chief of Sanglee 
will in part exemplify these observatioDS. It may be 
added tnt the MamuJntdar, who was a native of the 
Dekhan, was discharged for his inciviHty. Captain 
Grant states that the Mamulntdars now are certeinly 
less respectful to the gentry of the country than they 
were.* 

f 

^ A. 0. KnAhAAjM BhoBtU. •errAst of SokharBiB Ktyk Kslli, tD«r* 
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S7Stl]. The Collector of Ahmedanggnr nyee hie 
^IftmoluidATs credit for more oiyilitj toweidi &e hieher 
classcethan I heve done> bat he very jtrofetij foilidtf 
thafii from holding esy officul iaterooorse with Sirdere of 
n^uk* 

376th. Captain Robertson reporU that ooiteidmble Poont. 
jealoQsy and dislike subsist between the more respectable 
natives and our poUic servants gimeraUy. 

377th. JUpoD the whole^ I am indinad to think thatai-. GrsAter csnitty 
though the bearioe of our native sarrants maj not gener* dMir^bU. 
allj nave been offensive to the native gentry, yet that a 
greater degree of civility would be veiy desi^le, that 
the general instructions on this bead ought to bewefully 
attended to by our looal officers, and that the prcdiibition 
against holding interoonrse or interfering with Sirdars of 
rank should be strictly enforced. 

878tb. If too much trust be reposed in sarrants imme^ Aocsss to Colleo- 
diately in attendance abcHtt the Collector, they aoqni^ an 
undue infiuence, and afe enabled to soppress (omplaiuts 
that would under other circumstanes be brought forward. 

The only effectual remedy for this evil is tbt of giving 
an audience frequently to all classes. I have taken many 
opportunities of impressing upon the Collectors the neces* 
bity of their sitting a number of hoars on certain days of 
the week, purposely to receive complaints, and I have 
reason to believe that the iostruciions are now more fully 
attended to than they heretofore were. 

379th. Captain Pottinger states that he is happy at Capt. Ttynkngtr. 
all times to receive visitors of the higher order, and that 
he sits twice a week in /urseod kutchiree Where he rooeives ^ ^ ^ 

any petition that is presented to him. 

380th. The pcJitiral Agent in Khandeob receives Cn^taiaBnagt. 

cbaot of Korrar. scat by bis niMt^r io chango 4)f ttome oMh from 
Komr to Msrtj on Moztday the 12Ui of Athwor wodd. He according' 
ly eet out from Knmr, and on the same fnntog took np hie lodangaat 
the bonae ^ tbe Patel of the vUUge f<f Kendra- Kaxt momiag nn tell 
tbe village, and wee murdered et ea old weU oo tbe road ebeat half e 
ooee frmn the village, end ^ mcoey carried off Tbe body was left on 
tbe the whole day, and next day tbe Patel asd BaaooaBeei buried 
it. Kayk bad eent to proonre imormation, ead baa reported theee 

particulars; wherefore as tbe village of Kaudra U within your Taloefci. 

They* written tbie repraaeptation to yoo. The iDercbaat*e eorvant had 
lodged in ^ honae of the Petel end wee mnrdared in thegronada of that 
village i yon will therefore ^uiro into the bnrineae, and tend na an 
anewe/tfkat I may comaonicate it to the fioosoor. These outrages wm 
not uiual inyonr dietriete^ I haveaow renortad tbs preeent eccuteaen 
Tbe inquiry ansi be eondnoted withcnt intening to the aierenreaeBte> 
tiooe^ any me. If you recover the'Nayk’i aoney, yov vigueace will 
be ooamended by the Sirdar. 
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Sirdara of rank with (he diatiacfeion due to tbem^ and 
appears to be sdBci^tl; aooeeaihle to oomplainsnta, 

36 lit. The Collector of Poona states that he sits two 
or three times a week to bear oomplainUj aooordii^ aa 
he can spare time from bia other duties^^ometimes lor 4 
or 5 hourS| sometimes for one onlj. It would not be 
doing jQstioe to Captain Robertson's to infer from 
this expression that ne considers the dut; of a secondary 
nature ; but his mode of sitting has been evidently desoU 
tory, and eiroamstances have oocasionally 4ed me to 
condude that the time allotted to it has been iosnfficient 
to give him the means of ao<^uiring the enviable facility 
<d ^sposing of complaints^ which be alludes to> as l^ing 
possessed ^ gentlemen in other parts of India. It is 
due to the Collector, at the samo time, to state that the 
people here are litigiously disposed, and that my being 
on the spot is partly the cause why references to me arc 
more numerons here thau from the other Collectorates. 
The importaneo of giving a ready and frequent audience 
having been pointed out to the Collector's attentiooi 1 
have no doubt tliat the recummee of complaint on this 
head will iu future be obviated. 

3i82nd. Mr. Thockeruy sits for the purpose of hearing 
complaints for two or more hours three or four days in 
the week. The Ryuts Hock to him in great numbers, and 
infinite good is dune by allowing them eitlier to prefer 
written petitions, or publicly in the open crowd vivd voce 
to represent their griovanoes. This method adds greatly 
to thoir security from exaction, aud serves as a check 
both ou the floozoor and district servants. I wish the 
practice were observed with ocpial v^ularity and publici^ 
ty everywhere. 

ddtlrd. Nothing perhaps would conduce more to re* 
eoncile the higher rlusses of natives to the change of 
rulers, or tend moret^t the popularity of our Oovernment, 
tlian a more unreserved personal intercoune with them. 
It is much to be r^retted that our genend system of 
conducting business should leave it so little in the power 
of our low officers to promote a communication of this 
deficriptioa. 'i'he ail vantage to both pa^es would be 
very great we should acquire a bett^ knowledge of 
(lieir character and habits, and a degree of popularity 
with them, the attainment of which is an object of the 
utiDOst consequence to our Govemmeut. l%ey, on the 
other hand, would gain by an acquaintance with our 
personal and oatioual character, and tho system of our 
adiuiuistraiion; and by observing mon: intimatf^ly tho 
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effecte of an advancement in general knowledge and civili* 
nation would conceive a taste for improveaient^ which 
might load to the most important resnlta 

^84th» These are but a few. of the maaifeet benefits 
that would arise from this int^conrse^ the nuuntexsanoe 
of which is so stron^y reconmended the Hononrable 
the late Commissioner. I am folly aware of the many 
obstacles to ite existence, of the ^rscmil samifioea it 
would require^ of the difficulty of finding leisurei and many 
other on^tions that amount almost to an insuperable 
; but I am so oonvinced of the good which, even in the 
limited degree attiunable, would follow from it, that I think 
it may be unfol to lay some stress opon it, as a point of 
duty, in this plaoe, and more particolariy ss Europeans 
in general are perhaps not duly impress^ with its im* 
portancc. The att^tion of the Collectors and their 
assistants ought to be more especially directed to this 
subject, to which sufficient ooneideration has not^ I fear, 
been given. When on ^circuit, the visits of the Sirdars 
and Gentlemen of^he country Ought always to be received 
and encouraged as much as possible by our Officers, who 
ought not to be too unbending in yiel^g to thoso roles 
of etiquette of which Natire Gentry are so tenacious. It 
ought to be recollected that, since the change Goveroment 
has inevitably deprived them of ao much consequence, 
it is the more incumbent on us to continue to them the 
forms of civil interoourse which are yet incur power; and 
that although we may be %pt to consider them as far 
beneath us, yet they held a respectable rank under their 
Kative Priooe, which, as we now occupy his place, wo 
ought to preserve to them as far as powble. 

385tfa. Young men on their first arrival in India, and lutrocuoo» to 
their first appointmaut to Office, are so prone to form 
opinions entirely at variance with those which I have 
just expressed, and to act <m notions so diametrically 
opposite, that I have deemed it proper to inculcate these 
principles to the assistants who have been appe^ted to 
the Dekhan, and I lately oiroolated for their goidaooe 
the judicious instructions of Sir 36kn Malcolm on this 
subject It would, 1 think, be attended with good effect 
if a code of this kind were given as a rat of Tnm«na.l 
for evmy one newly arrived from En^nd. The motto of 
it might be in the works eff Shakespeare 

*0 ** But mao proud man 

** Drest in a bttie brief authority, 

** Most i<rnotaniiffw^ct fu ii mett Mfwsd, 

Six glassy 
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Spirit of native 
iimtQtk)Qa. 


Dnkfthttvt. 


" PJa^ Bwh faiiUMic tnok» befure high Iloftiren, 

** Ab in«ke the Axigola weep*'” 

386Ui. 1 Am ot ojHDion thftt the epirit cd the neltve 
institutions has really been maintAlnd in the Dekhan in 
a greater degree thu in any of oar old provincea> at* a 
similar stiwe of onr acquisition, except peraaps Hie Ceded 
Districts, aariae the fint years of Ooloiiei Manro’s admi¬ 
nistrations. The general contexture of those inststatioiM 
remains fondamentotly the same, stren^hened not 
impaired, renovated bni not changed. The saiqe imniu- 
nittes and customs are proservod, &e same laws, the same 
fiscal rules cleared only of the defects which had of late 
times crept mtothenu The religious and charitable estab¬ 
lishments, and the ViHaga and District Officers, have 
all been maintamed in the ntmost integrity to which they 
hare been aocustomed at the best periods of former 
Govemment. The prejudiM and feelings of the Sirdars 
hare been consulted; and though we hare cot always 
succeeded, the former subordinations have, as &r as 
possible, been attended to. 4 ^ 

3S7tb. I may heretsko occasion more particnlMly to 
mention the Duksbuna and the Hindoo Collie aa sub¬ 
jects which hare excited considerable interest. 

388th. The Duksbuna is an institutioD of consider¬ 
able antiquity, haring been continued for about eighty 

{ ears under the late Ooremment It had degenerated 
utterly into little more than a promiscuous distribution 
of alms to Brahmins, but a part of the donation was espe¬ 
cially reserved as a reward lor learning, and was separate¬ 
ly recorded and distributed at the paiare to the prin¬ 
cipal Shastreee. It is this part only of the iostitutioD 
\hAt has been partially preserved. In my letter of the 
5th February taet, I folly stated my tteoUmenls on this 
subject, and 1 beg leave to express ray opinion that (he 
Dukshona ought to be continued on its present reduced 
scale (about •»,000 Rupees), and with the restriction which 
I th^ suggested. Much importance is attached amongst 
the learned to) the &clai which » acquired by the exhibi¬ 
tion of their tedents on the occaaion of the public examt- 
nations, and to tbo scale which is affixed to their acquire¬ 
ments by the amount of prine awarded by the committee 
of ShaatreeB who examine the candidate and regulate 
the distribntion. It certainly conduces much to oar po¬ 
pularity, and promotes in a considerable degree the pre¬ 
servation of national learning. • 

389th. The establishment of the Hindoo College, al¬ 
though at first regarded with some grains of distrust, 
ha^ contributed powerfully to impresa on the mind of the 
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nfttiTes oar deeire to dnpport infititotioofi for tbetr-ftdr&B- Hiodoo College. 

Uge. Circomstancei hava prevantod tha foil ooaplatiozi 

of tbe aetabliahmaBt Ko Shiakee haa yat been fnmd 

qualified to andartaka thamadica] branchi ud thia acfaool 

H*ixi oonaaqaanco Tacant. I entertain, howerer, hopes 

that» on the occasion of the approachu^ assemble^ <£ 

Shaatreea at the Dnkahnna^ a proper ieadbet ma^ be 
found. The iimitation in point ot age has also oocasKmed 
a few racancies, since not tuanj^ echolara are fonnd with^ 
in the rqqoired age who can pass the prapantira exa* 
minatioiiB in soma of the bran^aa* I am, Wwereri nn* 
willing to extend the limit beyond the age of twantj •, uid 
as tnhBj who hare bean rejected are now atndjing to 
improra thamselrea, I doubt not bat the whole of the 
yacanotes will soon he filled np» The praaant expense is 
about 1,200 Bttpees per mensem •, the number of scholars 
on the fonndatton u 77; and of those who attend, but 
have not been admitted, about 60. I lately visited the 
College, and invited a few of the principal Sirdars and 
Shsstreee in Fc^na te witness tW euibition of the 
scholars, with which they tppearod to be much gratified, 
and I propose that a regnlar examination ehonldbe held 
at an e ^7 period. 


sooth. The investigation of the Wnrshasans or chari¬ 
table pensions of the late Government has been nearly Wunhstan*. 
brought to a close; but the aooounte of all the Collector- 
ates not being oome in, a decision on these claims, which 
amount to eome lacks of Rapees, has been unavoidably 
protracted. Ihe delay arises from the extreme diScolty 
of deciding what are valid and what are not valid claims, 
there being scarcely any Sannuds or aocoonts, or any 
evidence beyond the verbal testimony of the Zumeendars* 
to establish the solidity of titles to these allowances. 


89Ut. Captain Pottinger, whose sanguine opinions popdaritv of our 
nsuaHy lean to a prospective optimism, seems to think Oovenuaeat, 
our Government highly pleasing to the natives in geneial, 
and that their attachment goes on daily increasing, and ^ 

keeping pace with the continually augmenting respect 
for our authority. This feeling he oonaders pa^cularly 
to have been evinced in the Districts lately received from 
the Nisam; bat considering the anarchy and oppr^oon 
under which they have so long laboured, and w^h most 
have made any change desirable, the oirenmstance doee 
notadd much to the proof of our popularity. Obtain 
Briggs, too, cousiders our administration popular. The 
same opinion is expressed by Captain Robertson as far 
AS the great body of the community is. .coooerned, 
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Mot ayfieiD *• it 
affect! the ai* 
tivee generally. 


Peeliagi ct Sir- 
<Uri. 


though he hfta no doubt Irat tho§e who ftfe Oentlemen 
Idlers would rather be dabbling again in Politics than 
be mere spectators of the most Angnstra swaj. He does 
not think their attachment to os increasing, bat that thej 
are becoming more reconciled to existing drcomstandes. 
Capt Onot, wlm has perhaps a better opportunity of 
jnoging than any of onr execatire officers* thinks that 
there area great many Brahmina and Sir^rs who are 
much discontented with onr Goremment, although onr 
liberal policy in the restoration of landed property ^and 
penaions, and in preserring the native inatitntions, is 
nigUy appreciated by the great body of the people, llie 
opinion^Mr. Tliackeray is nearly the aame. 


392od« The present system is unquestionably unfa*- 
Tonrable to all woo depended upon the patronage of the 
Peshwa, and to Sirdars in ^ueral. This effect proceeds 
from the indispensable policy of a foreign Government, 
which preolodes the possibility of onr employing Sirdars 
in high offices, either in the Army.or the Civil Department. 
Our OoverDment is, however, acknowledged to havetlie 
adrant^e over the late one* inasmuch as it dispenses 
equal Justice to all classes, without favoritism or partiali- 
Complaints appear now to bo multiplied, because 
Tuqaaa is less operative, and the Heads of castes less 
arbitrary, and because, as there are fewer indc]>cndeut 
authorities to hear and decide on ctunplaiTits, these are 
brought into a narrower oompasa, and by being conceu* 
tred are more conspicuous } \/huther they aro, in point of 
fact, more numerous than formerly, must be a question 
somewhat doubtful It is probable they are so, i»ocanse 
many petty complaints are hoard by our tHbuoals that 
* would not have been listenod hi formerly, and conse¬ 
quently would not have been preferred. 


393d. Sirdars of oonseqaenoe feel onr more rigid 
rule in cases of improper conduct ou their part, siijce 
their offences are not now to bo propitiated by Durbar 
iChnrch and Nnzerana as formerly, lliey also dread our 
meddling in the affairs of their fellies, the discontented 
members of wbidi, as well as their servants, are very apt 
to oomplain to na on every occasion of grievance or dis¬ 
pute. in the hope that we may interfere, or that, throng the 
dread of onr interferenoe, wey may obtain their object. 
But, above all, tiiiy dread the idea of being in any way 
subjected to onr Uoorts, which are apt to oonfou^ 
ranu and castes, and, in the tme Engusb spirit of freedom 
and equality, to reduce all to one common level Their 
fears, nowever, ou these points are beginning to subside, 
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in conieotteDce of the Tierney whi^ it hM beoa ontakadj 
here to obierre toimda them. ’ ■ 


394tli. There ere maaj ill-duposed pereom, ere 
to "miftrepresent oer eotions end m oUve e, ud to 
cire wte reporte end opiniooi to our dieedteatega niere 
ie eleo e singuler diepocition emongti the Brehnune^ in 
generel^ toettribnte nil the eots <n onr edroinfitrefiOBi 
even the most indifferent^ to some eeoret sz^ intereeted, 
if not siniater, Tieirs^ howerer different from the obrioas 
prmoiplee end objeots of the prooeedine in aneetion. Ba- 
monrt ere, therefore set efioet, end b^erea either nntil 
ex:perienca proree their falsehood, or thej ere forgotton 
in some new end eqnelly gronndleee tide* Mmneroiu 
instenoea of these reports, menj of the most ridioolons 
description, end some of the mort misohievoat tendency, 
have come to my notice. These fabrioetiens peeaiog 
throQffh the medium of a number of discontented. people 
out of employ, and greedily received by the netires who 
hare en extreordinery fondness lor news end stories of 
eny description, tend, notWy to keep up e ^fenerel sgite- 
tion in the public mind, but to propegete impressions'to 
our disedventege. I em, howerer, opinion tbet these 
feelings ere chiefly confined to ^e metropoBe In the 
Districte the people here tittle leisure to tnink of such 
matters. The^ look to the effects of our edtniniatretion 
without troubling themselves about our motires ; end as 
it is chiefly amongst the lower clsseeeof our new subjects 
that those beneficial effects ere apparent, so onr Oorern* 
ment is much more popnler in^the count^ then is towns, 
with the poor then with the rich. 


SOoth. Although onr proceedings ere viewed with 
enspicion by the better cleaees, yet they ere forced to Qovt. * 
admit tbe superiority of our general system of menage* 
ment, which, if it does not oonciliete their attach ment, 
at le^ commands their respect. With this class we can 
uever hope to be popular, but their dreed of onr power 
will keep them qoie^ and their suspicions and dislike will 
be graduelly weekend, until they shell have been recon* 
dl^ to the change ; ^e same effect will be produced in 
time amongst the milifary classes, end, indeed, these 
results bare already been in a very considereble degree 
effected. With the greet body of the people, the agricml** 
tural classes, our Cb^verament is not unpopular, end its 
popularity probably mcrssie if onr assessment » 
regulated with moderation and judgment. 

896th. Considering the imTmmae disadvantara under 
which we labour, aa strangers and foreigners of a differ- 

B 681* -p 



e&t langnn^ aad reli^onj the decree in winch oar new 
subjects ftro reconciled to oar Uoyemxneiit^ and the entire 
tr&nqnillxty of the oountr^ are mattOTs of nofimaU aurprise. 
lliis ^ect is, I thinks maiDly to be attributed to the en^ 
lightened policj that has been pnrened in the wise adapts* 
tion of our system of mana^montj as nectflj as it Was 
posriblej to the temper, habits, and prejudices of the people, 
and our foFbearajio<r from all innoyation in matters £hat 
wero not ropognant to reoson and justice. By persevor* 
ing in this course we may hope to secure t|i€ir steady 
allogianco > but it would bo idle to expect any great* oor- 
diahty of attachment, bocanso wo neyor can mix with 
them in any sort of intimacy, and as wc exclude them 
from all the higher offices of tho administration, the upper 
classes must of necessity consider tbomsolvos degraded by 
tho change of Goyemment. 

807th. In closing this Report, I beg leayo to tes* 
tify tho sense T entertain of tho aeal, industry, and 
ability of the seyenil Political Agents and Collectors 
placed under my authority, and to express my acknowledg¬ 
ments to them for tho information I have derived fnuii 
their Boports, and thorr answers to my various qiiorioH, 
many of which possess, on different points, particular 
inente, and some of them evince much t^ont and diligence 
of inyestigation. For solidity I should give the prefer¬ 
ence to Capt. Grant's and Mr. Tluickeray's replies, und 
for variety and. ingenuity of research those of Capt, 
Itobortson do hun much credit. Captain Brig^'s disqubti- 
tion on the origin and institution of the District Zuincen- 
dars is also l>ath curious aud interesting. Capt. Pottinger’s 
replies oxlubit a^respoctable knowSedgo of tho stato of his 
Districts ; though, as they have been drawn up hastily in 
cousoquenoe of* the CoHectoie haring boon i^tnploycd for 
some months past on a very troublesome and disagrcH)ul>)e 
duty, they are perhaps less complete than some of tin:? 
others* 

398th. I may also be permitted to bring to the notice 
of the Honourable the Governor in C'Ouncil tho merits of 
my Senior Assistant, Lieutenant MacLeod^ fn>in wh<iin I 
have on every occasion received assistance, which 1 cannot 
sufficiently appreciate. In the arrangements, con nee UhI 
with tho transform and cessiotte to and from the Ni^ani, 
aud in iho investigation that has been gone into of the 
possessions of Sin^ah and llcdkur in the Dekhun,^! am 
particularly indebted to him for his Z6a}<»us aid by which 
the interests of Government have been greatly proinot<«d ; 
and in the general conduct of Uie various aud itnpurtaiii 



123 


Pntiee of my OfficOf his opinions atnl hin inde&tiimble 
indaatry have at all times heen inTalnable. I hare^ were* 
fore, moch satisfaction in thas pobliclr recording 
beliof that in whateTer situation it ToAy nereafter j^ease 
the Honourable the GrOTornor in Conncil to avail. himself 
of lUoutonant MacLeod^s uenmoos, talents and pecultu 
qualifications, th^ will not fail to prove of the utmost 
benefit to his Honourable Emplojers. 

I have, &c., 

WILLIAM CHAPLIN. 

PooMf 20lh Aufju^l 1822. 
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INSTRUCTIONS relative to ihs mode ofveahu^ ihs 

Ryxitwar BeiUement of ViUagee. 

lat. Thare are two modes wliieh are most commonly 
ob^erred of middng the Ryntwar, or^ as it is aometimea 
called^ tbe Koolwar Settlement of rill^es. 


The first ia to fix the amocint of the aottlement of the 
whole yillage, in the first iQsta&oe> and afterwards to dis* 
tribute in detail the constituent parts of it amongst the 
body of the Byuts* ' 

The second is to settle the rent of each individual 
Byat^ and the whole being completed, to form from 
the aggregate the Jumma or Berta of the village. Either 
of those modes may be adopted as may bo most convenient 
and best oalcnlatM to secure the iutereeta of Govern¬ 
ment oud of the cultivators* 


Snd. In following the mode first pointed out^ it will 
be req^uisite to inquire what has been the settlement of . 
the village in each year for a long suooeesion of preced¬ 
ing years under former Govommenft, and to ascertain 
how far the annual amount has been reasonable or other- 
wise. The extent of land actually cultivated, and tlio 
principles uu which the rates of Assessment are deter¬ 
mined, are the next necessary points of investigation, and 
the present condition of the vill^o, with reference to' 
these circumstances, being compared with its past re¬ 
sources, a tolerable estimate may be formed as to what 
should bo the gross settloireni of the year. The sottlo- 
lueut should oe made accordingly, inolnsivo of Umuls, 
Huks, village expenses, and other items of doduction ; no 
other items or whatever should be onllected, except 

such as may bo comprehended in this sottlemeut; which 
being coofiimod by the Collector, a Mouse war or village 
Patta should he granted to the Patel, and his Moochulka 
exchanged for it. 

3rd, The village settlement being thus formed, the 
ELoolwar or individnal repartition of it should, as far as 
time will admit of it, be made by the Collector's Catcherry ; 
but as this operation can be only partially accomplish^, 
the remainder most be oompletca by the Manxulut^r and 
his establisfameut, under stnet injunctions to that Officer 
not to leave the duty to be performed at the dhsoretion of 
the district or Village fonctionaries. 

4th« In making the Koolwar settlement, Mav.ulut- 
dara must take complete aoeounts of the state of the cal- 
tivation as entered, according to the usage of each viUago 
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in the iLcobani called the Zucoeen Jhara^ or Mneral ac* 
couDt particular of the lands, which eochibita wnat ts waste 
and what ia under tillage. This most be compared with 
the state of the coltivation of the preocdiiw yetf, and the 
Patel and Koolkornee of the rilh^fe should be held re* 
spoDsible for fumishiog the accoant with fidelity* 

&th. In order to check abuses it may be proper to 
state the most common modes in which theee' accounts of 
the caltivation are falsified by the Eoolkamees. I^nds 
unde^ tillage are sometimes entirely left out of the ac« 
count. 

Persons contributing to the Mohturifaj or hoose taxee^ 
are omitted. 

Quit-ront^ Enam Pnttee, and other items of rent pay« 
able to OoTemment by the village officers or* others 
holding Wuttnna, are excluded. 

_ ft 

A portion only of the foil rent paid by the Ryots is 
shown, and the rest kept back. 

Lands lately reclaimed hre continued in tbe accoant as 
waste or fallow. Extt*a lands, cultivated by the Patels 
and Koolkumees, or by their relations or favorites, are 
often not brought forward at all, or are brought into ac¬ 
count at a very low rate of assessment. 

. Government lands are newly entered as Enams, which 
are often held or granted by the connivance and oollosion 
of the Village Officers. 

Arable lands actnally ploughed are r^reaenied as 
grass or pasture lands, and dednotions claimed accord¬ 
ingly. 

And, lastly, dry lands, cultivated as Baghaet or horti¬ 
cultural, are inserted at the dry land assessment. 

6th. The occasional examination sod comparison of 
ilie monthly returns, which arc rendered by the Shekdars 
to the Mamulutdars. of tbe cultivation within their re¬ 
spective ranges, will, in some degree, check these frauds. 

7th. The Mamulutdar, when he snspects the exist¬ 
ence of these frauds, should depnte a special Karkoon to 
examine the accuracy of the returns on the spot, or, if the 
case bo of sufficient importance, should repair thither 
himself for that purpose, and should it be customary to 
measure the land, should of coarse adopt that expedient. 

8th. Any concealed resources may, however, in gene¬ 
ral, Ms discovered throughout the agency of some m the 
partners in the Patel or Koolkumeeship, amongst wham 
eome jealousy, enmity, or rivelehip always subsists* 

s 681—f 
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9th. In making the KocJwar moch a^stancamaj also 
he obtained from the Kyute tLemselvee if judidoua mea* 
aures be adopted* Tfa^ sboald be invited to ^coma for¬ 
ward and stu^ any aboBea, each as have been described 
in the 5th paragraph,. ondw an aeearanoe, that the 
amount riiall eonetiinte a part of the settlement already 
fixed for the vill^e for the durent year> that no addition 
Hhall be made to it, and that consequently they will pro¬ 
fit by a reduction in their rmts in proportioo to the 
amount of the disooveries ; that, on the contra^, if ^they 
connive at the concealment, the amonni will be collected 
over and above the settlement that has been already 
fixed. Tlie advantages of making the disclosure being 
satisfactorily made known to the Ryuta, they will generally 
give the fnllest informatioD of concealed resources, the 
vslne of which, being this year deducted from the original 
Boris, may be brought to the account of Government next 
y^r. 

10th. In some parts of the country it is the custom to 
form the settlement on an estimate of the crops. In this 
case it will be n^^esaary to choose the proper season for 
making the Koolwor assessment, since the amount of it 
will depend so much upon the period of performing this 
operation. 

11th. The rates of the assessment of the various sort 
of laud, with reference to the tenures ander which they are 
holden, whether they be Meeras land, or lauds held on a 
fixed or variable Cowle dblering in almost every village, 
a very minute serntiny into theprsotioe of former years is 
oesential with a view to an equitable adjustment of in¬ 
dividual rents. The standard or original rent asoertAined, 
the varioos descriptions of Puttees, or ISxtra Cesses, re¬ 
quire an equally minute investigation, but the utmost 
caution is requisite to keep the assessment so moderati^ 
as to prevent the risk of diminishing the cultivation of the 
succe^ing year. To this end, and to obviate any difficul¬ 
ty in realizing the collections, the ability of the Ryut to 
pay the full rent of ihe land cultivated oy him most be 
taken into consideration. But the Hyuts themselves arc 
the only persons capable of judging of each other’s 
ciroumstaooes. To avoid cavil, ^erefore, hereafter, they 
should be told that any deficiency of the settlement now 
made, whether from poverty or other causes of failure, 
will be raised by second assessment upon the whole vil¬ 
lage. This declaration will induce them so to equalize 
tlm rents, with reference to the actual condition of each 
other, as to preclude the necessity of frequently resorting 
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to this expodioni. This eqaftlis&ttofi mast not, howOTer^ 
be left enmrelj to the vills^lBrs themsdves withont naxy 
interference^ Mt the burthen^ throoffh eomi^ or 
be thrown npon these who ere ill Me to mpport it* In¬ 
deed, it occwonellj happens that the Bynte do not pos¬ 
sess the abilitv to make the Koolwar amonor^ themsesTes 


sees the ability to make the Koolwar among^ themsesTss 
witibont the aid of the Oovemment officers^ whose ex^ 
perienoe and jodgment are reqaired to goide them in mak¬ 
ing a settlement thst shall be satisbetosy to all parties 
withoat s^rificing the interests of OoTOrament* 

12iit* It is usually expedient to make all tbe Byuts 
jointly responsible for the rent of the village by taking 
from them what is called Zonjeer Zaminee, by which 
each becomes sore^ for the other—but mnoh strictness 
in regard to individual soenrity, by anreeiiDg the crops 
or other means, need not be observed ; as the whole 
village is considered, according to the general practice 
^ the coon try» answerable for ^ficiencioa 

13th. Each Bynt shotfld bavo a Paita nnder tbe seal 
of the Collector, specifying tho extent of land oocnpiod 
by him and its assessment, imdudi^ the several Puttees 
or extra cesses imposed upon it* Potta should be 

drawn out according to the aooompanying form* The 
Moocholka of all we Bynts may be taken upon ono 
piece of paper containing tbe particulars of the rent of 
each Ryut, whose mark or signatture should be affixed 
agiiiust the amoaDt by way of evidence of his assent to it. 
llie granting a Patta to each Aidividusl is a great security 
against extra levies to which the inhabitants have been 
subject nnder former Govern meats, and it should thoro- 
fore be particalariy attended to* * 

14th. Tbe shares of Hokdars or others possessing 
right to portions of the revenae» together with tbe Gram 
Khorch or village expezises, most be dedooted and allow¬ 
ed for, according to estalAished usage, oat of tbe amount 
of the totdd settlement of the village, not a fraction should 
be permitted to be levied from the Byuts beyond tbe sum 
entered in their Puttas* The greatest care is requisite to 
ensure the observance of the role, and any hreecb ot it 
should be punished fy a fine of double tbe amouht of tho 
unauthorised levy, besidee restitution to the owner of 
the sum so taken. 

15^* If the Byuts voluntarily choose to club together 
to defray the expense of any religious ceremony, they 
should be at liberty to do so, having previously solicited 
and obtuned, through tbe Mamulutdws, the Collector's 
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aatliority for purpose;but the Patels and Koolkur* 
nees must on no acoouut ti^e npuu themselTCs to exer-* 
cise their discretion in this pMticalal', for any latitude 
would afford an opening for n^mited abases. ^ 

16th. Should any balance remain outstanding after 
the Eoolwar settlement has been inadc> the Collector^ 
with reference to existing usages and to the ciroamsiauces 
of the inhabitants, will jndgo of the propriety ct levying 
the amount by means of a second assesament. Second as* 
sessments for deficiencies should never be laid dn without 
the express authority of tbe^Donector. 

17th. When the accounts of a village are incompleto, 
and all the details of its resources are but imperfectly 
knowDj it is best perhaps to form the settleiuent of the 
village in the gross, in the first tosiaiice, because the re* 
venue which it has annually paid is tolerably well known 
to all its inhabitants, and it becomes easy to ascertain, 
either from specific information or from the general sense 
of the community, whether theHerms. fix4>d be equitable 
or excessive. But when satisfactory details of the former 
coUections are forthcoming, and the rates of rent payable 
on each sort of land are ascertained by authentic accounts, 
it is better for each individual that the Koolwar should 
precede the Mouse war settlement; because by that mode 
what every one has to pay is at once defined, and it is 
more advantageous for Government, because the whole 
of the resources of the village are iu the fullest manner 
brouuhi to light, and the cbndition of e^ery part of the 
population is accurately developed. But as the Kool- 
kumee’s accounts are never to be depended upon, and as 
every cultivator is accustomed to object to the amount of 
his rent, the diflScuity and delay of setlling first of all with 
each individual is often a veiy serious obstacle to this 
mode of conducting the settlement. It is therefore usu* 
ally preferalde to form the settlement by villages provi* 
ously to commenomg the detail, for the amount being 
once determined, tbe partition of it becomes a matter oi 
no great difficulty, as both the Patels and the cultivators, 
knowing the snm which Government has resolved to 
raise, generally distribute the proportion of each person 
with more fairness than could be done by the Collector's 
Coteberry servants* 

IStih. In apportioning tbe Koolwar, after having 
fixed the Bens of the Mousa, should any diffioolty occur 
in making the distribution, whether on account of the 
poverty of the Ryuts, or on account of any excess of 
the settlement arising from error, misinformation, or 



failure of crops> such reduction mast, of course^ be made 
tbe Colleetor as may appear to him expedient^ with a 
view to obviate the disti^ess and future losa of revenue 
which invariably result from oveisaesessxDent. It must 
always be recollected that it is better to be below than 
above the proper scale in assessing villages; for one 
year's excesa above what the village can easily pay, is 
seldom to be retrieved by three of snbseqnent itmnlgenco 
and moderation. 

I9pi. •The Jummabundoe settlement beit^ formed 
from the cultivation returns j^omished by the ntels and 
Koolkumees^ any concealed resources that may bo after« 
wards disoloaed are to be added to the amount^ except 
such part of theta as may have been discovered from 
the information famished by tbo Bynte thomselvesj ^ich» 
as before reoommendedj should form a part of tho set¬ 
tlement already ooncloded. A rigid adherence to tho 
rule of adding to tho settlomenta ^ concealed items of 
1 * 6 venue need not bo observed whore the general cir- 
cumstaucos of ihe.vill<^^ may bo so narrow as to sug¬ 
gest tho expodienoy *o£ a more indulgent proceeding. 

20fch. Receipts should be given in all tbe gradations 
oF coUectioD, batj above all, by tho Patels and Koolkor- 
ness to the Ryots for each instalment of tfaea* rent; 

K ifying tho coins reoeived, and the date of payment. 

receipt for all tho insl^monts may bo written on 
one piece of paper, which should specify tbe coins re- 
coivwand the date of tho sewral payments. In making 
the Eoolwar, the amount of tno rent of each Ryut should 
be compared with the receipts for sams which they may 
have already paid on account of the current revenue. 

FORM OF KOOLWAB PUTTAU. 

Puttab, or lease granted to Ramjeo Marhatta^ of the 
village of LiOnee, in the Huweloo Turruf, of tho Talook 
of Poona. You are to pay to (lovemment for the cur¬ 
rent Fuslee 1230, corresponding with the Arabic year 
1221> rupees, vis. 

On account of three fields of Zeraot, 
or dty land cultivated, consisting of Bs. a. p. 

2d Beegas ... ... 24 12 0 

Particulars of the above— 

VhaUc la^xdj lOBeegas ...Bs. 15 
KiUgutkef*, 10 do. ... 6 
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Black Land, 10 Beogaa, held on Isiawe Cowle, com- 
mencing in 1221 and ending in 1224, viz 

iu. ^ p.' 

For the 1st year 
2nd do* 

3rd do. 

4th do. 

Garden Land or Baghaet, 3 Beegas ... 

Add Korba Pottcc, of Extra Coss for 
straw, at the rate of 2 Ans. per Beega for 
Chaleo land 



Rs. 24 0 0 


a • e 


• ♦ a 


Pecuniary jMy mcnts— 

Buffalo Tax on 2 Buffaloes 
House Tax •*« 


» 1 4 O 

50 0 O 

2 0 0 
4 0 0 


Grand Total...56 0 0 


The Rupees aboTo specified yon havo agreed to 

pay to Ooremmont. You mu^t accordingly dischargn 
the same at the periods fixed for each Instalment, and take 
your receipt accordingly from the Patels and Koolkumeea. 
Vou are not to pay more than the sum stated in your 
Puttah. The whole of Ryuts of the tillage having 
entered into securityp or Zonjeer Zaminoe have be¬ 

come responsible for each other), for the discharge of the 
settlement as it has been individuaUy distribncicd amojigst 
them; any deficiency that may ensue from poverty or 
other causes of failure, wi^ be realised by moans of a 
second assessment upon the village. 

Dated IOtb Dbcxxbbb 1820. 

Jfemorarkium.—The above Puttah is given as a form for 
yonr guidance ; bat as the customs of viUagos are not uni¬ 
formly the same, Budx alteration may be made in regard 
to Sufusthee Ookiee and other tenures, and to the extra 
cesses, as well as in respect to the measures of land in use, 
as may ^pear necessary,with reference tolocslpeooliaritios. 

The condition respecting the second assessment for defi¬ 
ciencies is inserted with a view to check needless demands 
for remission; but I do not wish it to be acted npon, except 
in caooB when the practice has been before observed, and 
it m ust then never exceed 5 percent, upon the settlra&ent. 
Where such second assessments have never before been 
made, this part of the Putta may be omitted altogether. 

(A true Copy.) « 

JOHN WARDEN, 

AB§i$iant. 
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To 

Caftaim H. D. BOBEIITSON, 

Collector, &c., Ac., Ac. 

Sitj 

let. I have the hoDOur to aeknowledgfe the receipt of 
your lettor, of the 28rd Decaiober, relatire to the question 
of exacting the Huqs of Huqdars and the Gram Khuroh 
orer^and More the Karaal Mseasment. 

2Qd. In repljj I beg leave to state to yon my opinion^ 
founded on inquiries in the Districts and on accounts in 
the Duftur^ that the OroM Revenues of the village have 
very genei^y, if uo^ universally, been eharged with the 
payments to Huadars, and with the contingent village 
expenses before the Bsvenus payable to Chvemit%ent was 
fixed or determined« It appears, also, that the Kumal 
Beris constituted the Oovemment rent of the village^ and 
was, ther^ore, exolusive^f the Huqdar^s rights or village 
charges* 

3rd* I tmust, however, be clearly understood that these 
chaxgcs are defrayed out of the gross collections (Kochha 
Ahkar) of the villages, in which gross oolleotions is usnidly 
inclad^ every item of produce, whether arising out of 
the rents of the lands payable according to the customary 
rates (Dors), or oat of the various Puttees exigible ac-* 
cording to us^^ from each^village* In the gross pro* 
dace are also comprehended Uie Mohturifa or taxes on 
trade or professions. This g^ross produce is chargeable, 
as already observed, with the payments to Huqdars and 
other usual Oram Ehurch or village expenses, the amount 
of which being ascertained by a strict inquiry into what 
may be justly due, is then deducted; and the remainder 
constitutes ^e net rent or revenue payable to Govern¬ 
ment. This remainder, when it has been at its highest 
amount, has been assumed as the Kumal or mammum 
rent# 

4th* The rente of the Rynte individually do not ap¬ 
pear to me to have been distributed in detail with re- 
terence to the Kumal settlement of t3ie village* The 
Kumal has rather been regulated or formed out of tbe 
aggregate of the rents of me cultivated lands and other 
sources of revenue existing at the time it was established, 
after deducting from the total the village chatgea or 
assignments npon its revenue for the payment of the dues 
of village or district officers or other village Nemnooklm* 



136 


5th. From this view of tlie Kum&J it may be concluded 
that wherever the Dura or rates in use at the time the 
Kumal was fixed have been lowered^ they must be a^n 
raised to their old amount before the full, Kumal atau^rd 
('an be realisod. * 

Gth. I am clearly of opinion that^ in order to prevent 
abuses, every item to be coUectod from tbe Ryat should, 
on making the settlement of the village, bo aaded to the 
Gross Jununa. From that Jumma the authorised chains, 
according to oetablished legitim ato usage, should he de> 
ducted, by which process there can arise no ground of 
complaint on the part of the Ryut, nor any rislc of loss 
on the part of Government The deductions adverted to 
being made, the balance will constitute the Ooverument 
revenue, which, if it fall short of the Kumal, can only be 
raised to that level by promoting the cultivation of waste 
lands by reverting g^rMuulIy to ancient Dure or rates 
of land assessment, and by retrenching with judgment 
and moderation such part of the village charges as may, 
through abuse, have Mcomo exi^esaive or exorbitant. 

7th. If, however, a practice diiTorent from what 1 have 
described has anywhere partially obtained, according to 
which a separate tax upon each ryut, over and above the 
usual Durs or rates of rent, baa been levied purposely to 
cover the charges of Huc^dars and village expenses, it 
cannot be considered a grievance to continue it, provided 
at the time of the settlement the amount be defined, added 
to the Jumroa, and then syecitically appropriated to tbe 
object for which it was intended. 1 do not think that 
any such practice will bo found genere.lly to prevail; but 
it is obvious that, whore it exists, tho Durs or rates of 
rent must have b^n fixed on a low scale with reference 
to the oircumstance of these extra burthens, for otherwise 
they could not possibly have been borne consistently with 
the degree .of prosperity which is actually enjoyed by the 
cultivating classes. 

8th. In tho course of my late tour I have had oe* 
cosion to observe that very little uniformity of system 
has been observed by the Collectors in making thededuc' 
lions adverted to in this letter. 

9th» It appears that the practice observed in the 
Ahmednuggur Districts is to allow on account of Gram 
Khuroh 6 per cent, on the gross settlement, out of which 
all allowances to Pagodas or religious ceremonies and 
for Wurshasuns aud oUier fixed payments are discharged, 
and the balance, whatever it may be, is appropriated to 
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petty village charges. By ibis amogement, wheneyer it 
ao happens that the fixed payments of the deaoriptkm 
adverted to are lazge, a proportionally small sum ia for 
petty village expenses, and vice versd when the fixed 
payfaente are small an on necessarily large amount is left 
for petty village disbarsements. 

10th« The sum thus deducted d^ppemrs to be greater 
than is absolutely necessary, and the whole amount be¬ 
ing disbursed at the discretion of the Village OCBoers, 
a doo^is Idft open for its tnisapplication ; some precau¬ 
tion appears, therefore, to be requisite to gfusrd against this 
abuse. With this view I would recomzUend that the 
items of the Gram Khurch be put on a more definite 
footing than they how are, by fixing the allowances to 
temples, and the Warshasuns, wages of Peons, 4^*, per¬ 
manently ; the two former with reference to the paypients 
of past years, and the latter according to the number of 
Peons requir^ for the village servioe. This being deter¬ 
mined, a further sum should be set apart for petty village 
contingencies. It is not easy to decide what may bo a 
sufficient fund for this poraose; but mv inquiries lead me 
to think that they might be regulated by a scale which 
sliould give 24 per cent, to all viiWes under 2,000 mpees 
revenue, of 2 per cent villages xrom 2,000 to 10,000 
rupees revenue, and oi 14 per cent, to all villages above 
10,000 rupees to 20,000 rupees and upwards. Under 
this plan a village of 20,000 rupoes would liave 300 rupees 
for its petty charges, which, adirertiog to the nature of 
the only expenses which are now asa^Iy incidental to 
villages, seems abundantly ample. 

llth. The sums set apart as Nemnookha or fixed pay¬ 
ments from the village should be paid by the Mamu- 
lutdar to the persons entitled to receive them, ^hose 
receipts should be separately taken. 

12th. The sums allowed to village Peons, for vari- 
OQS village ceremonies, for petty village chwges, may 
be left as at present with much propriety. to be disbursed 
by the Village Officers, who should, however, be made to 
render an annual account of the same to Government. 

13th. In addition to the 6 percentage adopted in 
Ahmeduuggur as above mentioned, other deductions 
are allowed on acooiint of tho Hugs of Zumeendars, 
Patels, Koolkumeee, &c., which a^re also disposed of by 
the Village Officers. Zutneendars of weight and conse- 

a uence, who have opportunitios of oomnumicatiug with 
le Hoosoor, get their full share of these rights; but 
B G81—r 
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1 understand that indiridoala who hare minate shares of 
them are freqnentl/ defrauded of a part, and are, more* 
oTer, often rery irregularly paid. whole ought, 

therefore, in mj opinion, to be coUeoted ud paid the 
Mainolutdare. * 

14th. On exaimning the payments to Zameondars 
there is in many cases ground to believe that they veoeiva 
more now than they aid under the late Goveniaient, 
This circumstance should be inquired into, and the 
amount regulated by the past receipts, as far he they can 
be ascertained. 


15th. According to the arrangement now proposed, 
of separating the fixed payments from the contingent 
village chai^^, it will be necessary to enter into u 
comparison whether the aggregate will fall short of, or 
exoeM the sum at present allotted, and that you should 
report the result b^ore carrying the plan into execu* 
tion. 

c 




16th. There are some substantial reasons why the 
allowance for petty village expenses should not now 
be BO great as they were under the late Oovernmont. 
These are, that the Village OfBcers have not now to 
rovide for the entertainment of either great Sirdars, 
amolutdars, and other district ofBcers, nor are they 
saddled as formerly with any public or private contribu¬ 
tions. As they are now relieved from these disburse¬ 
ments, the percentage I have suggested will probably be 
found sufficient to cover all rcasooBblo village expeuses ; 
but I request to be favoured with your opinion, when 
exhibiting tho comparison desirod in 15, as to the 

sufficiency or otherwise of the sum which 1 have recom¬ 
mended. 


I have the hononr to be, Ac, 

(Signed) W. CHAPLIN. 

(True Copy.) 

J. MACLEOD, 

First Assistant. 

^Poona, 21$t March 1822. 



139 


hI8T tf ths Principal Puttcec or e mtrd oescec ieoied 
fond the rcoular ascccsmerU, come of which tiro tmied 
on the land, some on ths village, ana some on the indi^ 
vidual JtyiU. In ths Poona CoUectorats they ars as 
fMows r—» 


1st* Gtdla Puitoe. Grain taken from tho coltnrator 
at a rate under, the bauar price for the supply of forta^ or 
of the Government studs. The payment of any price 
at all has in some instances been disosed, and the impost 
is, therefore, in sneh cases wholly mx • oxtra cess. In the 
Peshwa^s time this was sometimes levied in srain, some¬ 
times in money ; it is now taken in money omy* 

2nd. Toop Fnttee* This was ori^nally a cess in clari¬ 
fied batter, the price of which is now taken in cash in- 
stoad of it. 

Srd. Eurba and Sarum. Straw levied as foragfe for 
cattle, the price of which is now levied. 

4th. Ambaroe and IWa Hopes taken for binding 
horses, the price now levied 

5th. Shoot. Ditto. ditto ditto. 


6 th. Gawut Be^r. Grass cat and famished gratis 
by the villagers for the Siroat^s cattle, the value now ex¬ 
acted in money. 

7th. Khuroh Pattee. * A money cosb, 

I “pp'y «* 

Grass and leaves for thatching, j * 

The whole of these converted into money and levied in 
cash. 

0th. Dosra Bukra. A goat at (die Dosra, the price 
now token* 

10th* Charmee Jora. A pair of shoes orijrinally from 
the Chambar, the valae now levied from the iiynts. 

11th. Til Snnkraat* Offering at the Snnkrant, now 
levied in cash** 

12th* ChuTse. Skins originally from the Mhars, tiie 
value now levied from iiia Byuts. 

18. Bsfltfiar Batta. Serishta Batta, exchange on 
coins* 


l^th. Nowkar Mane. Each village was obligA to 
fumiah a trosty man as a servant to the Bajah to attend 
him ffrrtis,—failing to do so, the hire of a servant is 
levied in cash. 



140 


15lh. Loboknr. Wood for staffing saddles or otber 
pnrpoaea* the yaJue in money. 

16th. Jhool Bhooskee. Coarse blankets for horse 
cloths, the yalne in money. 

17th« Sadirwarid Pattea For Dnrbar Khurch 
bribes* 

18th. Bochuk Pntteo. Trifling cossee to make np for 
any losaea. 

19tb. Sew Puttee. Originally proyisions tQ Goyern* 
ment sepoys sent on errands to the yillage, latterly conso¬ 
lidated into a certain snm of money. 

20ih. Dohee Puttee. Originally a present of curdled 
milk, which has become a regular impost in money. 

2lBt. Tel pQttee. Oil for the public offices, &c., the 
yalae of it in cash. 

22nd. Hawnldareo* A cess in grain to pay the porsons 
who watched the crops, converted into money at the ro- 
<]uest of the Byuts, and now be<A>mo a reguh^ cess. 

2drd. Karkoonee. A similar money cess, originally a 
Huq of the Karkoons of Govomment. 

24th. Heeras Puttee. A cess once in three years on 
the Meerasdars, very irregalar in its amount. 

Those are the principal regular extra Puttees in tho 
open districts of the Poona Coileotorato ; they are not all 
to be found perhaps in anyf one village, but the great<^r 
part of them will be found in most viOag^. In the West* 
cm Districts amongst the hills (Mawals) the following of 
the above Puttees,are also found, vis., tho Knrba, Oawut 
Bcgar, Khurch Puttee, Jora Cburmec,. Sun kraut, Karsaee. 
Churs4, Tags, Sadirwarid—Meeras Puttee, and besides 
those cesses there arc other Puttees peculiar to those 
districts, viz. 

Ist. Hobshee Puttee. Originally levied to defray the 
expense of repelling the inroads of the Abyssiniaos from 
tho Konkon. 

' 2nd. Gossawco Puttoe. A similar cess originally alms 
to beggars. 

3rd. Bamoossoe ditto. Originally the pay of a Ba- 
mooBBOC to guard tho village. 

4th. Abhe Pnttee. An undefined extra cess. 

5th. Ambe Dhalee. Originally a present of mangoes, 
tho value now iu money. 



141 


6tli« Labbe Puttoe. Origin nnknown. 

7th« Goorbala. A ceaa in coarse engar, now in mon^. 

8th. Komree ditto. Fowls ditto. 

9th. Kaoto Monxawnl. A fine original)j leried from 
each house hy a Mamalntdar, whose feet had been hurt 
hy thorns in making his survey of the village lands. 

10th. Eoolkomey Mooshahera. Originally a Huq of 
the Koolkumee, now levied by Government. 

^Pnhanee Khurefa. Expensesbf a Earkoon sent 
to survey the lands, now become permanent. 

12th. Puttoe.' An nndefined exaction. 

13th. Enkree Bhomple. A tax in cucomber and 
patnpkins, now their value. 

14fth. Lerdya. A sort of covering made of leaves to 
defend the head and upper part of the body from the rain ; 
one of these articles used to be levied from each village, 
and the value is still exacted. 

15th. Ambe Takke. A small tax on mangoe trees. 

16th. Pan Tattya.^ A particulakr kind of loavee for 
thatching, the value now levied in money. 

17th. Quidft Puttee. Customaiy cees. 

18th. Moosul Puttee. A stiefc for beating grain, 
the valuo of one levied in money. 

19th. Puttrawlee. Dishes of leaves to eat of, do. do« 

20th. Kussnr Puttee. Bxoess in distributing the 
individual assessment. 

AHMBDNUGGUR.. 

In Ahmednhggnr the following are the usual Puttees;— 

1st. Gulla Puttee—or Eureeda Gulls, before ex** 
plained. 

2nd. Eurba and Somm, 

3rd. Ambaree. 

4th. Gawot Knttaee (Begar). 

5th. Ehoroh Puttee. 

6 th. Till Sunkraut* 

7Lh. Churmee Jora. 

8th. Bazar Batta. 

9th. Sherista Butta. 

10th. Toop. 

11th. Goorhal Puttee. 
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12 th. Koolkarnoe Mooshali^ra. 

13th. Paa Tattyia, 

14th. Soot. 

] 5 th. HawQl(3aree. 

16th. Bhet (Dnsaora) Bokra. * 

17th. Meeras Puttee. 

18th. Bhet at making the Jammabundee, a preaent 
now become a regular import. 

19th. Bar Puttee. 

20th. Ghoogree. A trifling cesa in grain/*dhglnall]r 
belonging to the Patel^ but lened by some M^ulntdara 
and thence becotno a regular impost. 

Slat. Mai Katnee. A fine on obtaining permiBsion to 
out the crops of grain. 

22nd. Pendwol. A oese of straw, now its value in 
money. 

28rd« HuUud Puttee. A tax on the coltiTation of 
turmerio. ^ 

24th. Entta Paylee. An undefined impost in grain. 

25th. Hoorda. Ears of com which are fried or toast- 
ed and eaten, a ooes in money in lieu of a perquisite in 
kind levied by some Mamulutdars. 

2Cth. Tuburook Puttee. Cess for some Mahomedan 
Saints. 


EHANDESH. 

c 

Ist. Butta. 

2nd. Goorhala. 

3rd. Hawuldaree. 

4th. Rabnook. Babita Mahar. Commutation in lieu 
of the services of Mahers formerly exacted. 

6 th. Bheckree. A perquisite in grain to the Shekdar, 
now levied by Government. 

6 th. A Tu levied on Euamdars. 

7th. Chnokassee. Concealed resourooe detected. 

8 th. Pan Tokka. 

0th. Eussur. (Faail EirkoL) 

10th. Jnreeb Tombakoo. A petty perquisite on to- 
bheco, now ooTOrtod into cash. 

11th. Chugs Puttee. 

12th. Eolee Bheteo. An oflering from the Coolies. 
134h. Eksala Puttee. A Puttee levied one year and 
continued ever since. ♦ 

14tb. Moond Puttee. Levied on Meeraa land. 
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To 

Caftaih H. D. ROBERTSON, 

COLLICTOB, &C., &C., 

Poona. 

Sib, 

I hare the hoaonr to acknowledge the receipt of yom 
letter of the 24th December, requesting to be fundehed 
witlf hlBti actions relative to the* propriety of enhancing 
the rente of Meeraa lands held at the Zeraet rate of 
a i s eeament, but which having been converted into garden 
or Baghaet, have, in some parts of the country, boon 
sobjectod to an increased payment. 

2nd. The late Govemmeot has undoubtedly, in some 
districts, established the custom of taking a shu^ of the 
profits arising oat of the improvement of Meeras land, on 
Its being converted from dry to garden or wet cultivation, 
either by the excavatiork of Wells, or by the introduction 
of other moans of artificial irrigation, ^he additional tax 
is usually 4 or & Rupees for each well, and in some cases, 
though, 1 believe rarefy, the garden or plantation, instead 
of the dry laud rate of assessment, has been imposed. 

3rd. In many parts of the country, however, it has 
not been customary to enhance the assessment of Meeras 
land, whatever improvements may have been made by the 
Meerasdar; and as I consider it of great importance to 
the general prosperity of th& country and a considerable 
security against scarcity in dry seasons, that garden cul¬ 
tivation should be encouraged, 1 am clearly of opin¬ 
ion that the practice of taxing the improvements, advert¬ 
ed to in your letter, should only bo resorted to in those 
places where it has hecn eetabliued by long and admit¬ 
ted naago. 

4th. Where the practice is found to prevail, it may be 
probably owing to the original grant of the Meeras being 
eithm^ expressly or tacitly made with this condition of even¬ 
tual increase attached to it, or the lowness of the rate of 
assessment of the Meeras, when cultivated as Zeraet, 
may have justified the subs^nont enchancement when the 
lana became Baghaet. However this may be, where we 
find the custom of ancient standing, it may be confirmed ; 
but where it has never yet obtain^, I request that it may 
not be now introduced. 

5th. Meeras land formerly classed as Baghaet 
from a change of circumstances, have temporarily become 
Zeraet; should it again be improved into Baghaet at the 
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laboDr aoil cost of tlie Meeraadar, lie ought to liave a 
anffioient term allowed to him to. reimborae his expenses. 
The plan yon haTe adopted, aa mentioned in the Ist para* 
of your letter, seems in this resp^t appropriate. If 
the land be restored to its capability of oai^oaet coltiyatien 
at the expense of Ooyemment, either by the construction 
of dams^ or the repair of Wells or Water-courses, the pro¬ 
priety of rereiiing to the Baghaet rate is of oouraa suffi- 
cienUy obrioos* 

I hare, 

(Signed) W. CHAPLIN, 

Comm isaioner • 

(True Copy.) 

JOHN WARDEN, 

Asttistaut. 

Poona, 13th Ayril 1822. 


ACOOITNT of fh^ REVENUE MANAGEMENT of the 
PeehuKi^s Territory d-uri'ng the adminUiraiion of Nana 
Fv/maweee, 

The Mamulutdars in Nana Fomawees^s time were se¬ 
lected from families of character and respectability. Tlio 
office was conferred on persons of tniet without reference 
to any special agreement in i^pcct to the amount of the 
revenue propose to be drawn from the districts; and in 
order that neither the interests of the Byuts or of Gov¬ 
ernment might suffer injury, people of experience were 
chosen. These persons, at the time of their nomination 
sometimes, though not always, paid in advance to the trea¬ 
sury a portion of revenue. 

2nd. On their appointment to office, the Munulutdars 
received a Sunnud or patent, enjoining them to a con- 
BcientiouB and faithful discharge of their duty, and direct¬ 
ing them to observe as a guide for their management of 
the receipts and disbursements a separate authenticated 
aooount delivered to them of the assets and expenses of 
the Mahals under their cha^e. The Sunnud also in¬ 
structed them to ascertain what collections of the enrrent 
year had been made \>j their prodeoessors, to give them 
credit for the charges in proportion to the extent of ^he 

E eriod during which they were in office, and to realise the 
alanee after taking the late Mamulutdar’a acknowledg¬ 
ment of the amount of it. 
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Tho lato Mamolntilar, at tho Banie time^ reoeirod an 
order directing him to give over chatge of the Muhal to 
his enccoMor, along with all Forte, Garriaonsj Magasines, 
&c.; to tranafer to him all oollectdons after deducting al* 
lownnoes or chargee up to the period of his remoyol, and 
to certify to him the amoant of arrears due, wheUier from 
the Moluds, or from other sooroes* 

Persons in chargo of Forts were at the same tiine order* 
ed to placo themaeWea ondor tho direction of now 

Zumoondars of tho districte wore 
enjoinodto make him acquainted witili the resouroes* 

8rd» On tho acquisition of any new territory, besides 
tho Mamulutdar, a Furnawoes, AloojmfMiar, Durrukdnra 
and other officers were appoint^ from tho prosoiioo; but 
in tho old districts, whatever changes of Mamulatdars 
took plaoe, the former Durrukdars were oontiaued in of* 
fico. In tho evont of misconduct tho Durrukdars wore 
roinoveablo OTily by orders from tho Hoosoor. Tfaey.could 
not bo dismissed by tho Mamulatdars, nor could the latter, 
at their discretion, omploy thorn on any duties, except 
those which wore especially proscribed to them. 

It may bo noccssory tb explain that the gonoral appel¬ 
lation of Durrukdars comprobonds Famaweos, and cdl 
Kfkrkoons paid by a Durruk or foo L'om tho villages 
over and abovo their pocuniary fixed allowances. 

Tho pay to Mamulatdars and Durrukdars was fixod 
after tho following manner 

In a district where tho MofOulutdar had also chargo 
of forts, os, for example, tho Talook of Sownor, tho rovo- 
nuo of which was Ivupeea 1,02,000, the regular annual 
pay chargeable on the Mubal accounts was fixed at 


lupees ... ,«• ... 1,000 

Palanquin allowance ... ... 600 

Allowances for oil ... ... ••• 18 

Palanquin furnituro once in 2 years ... 125 

Allowance for cloths ... ... 40 


1,983 

There was also payable from tho fund 
called the * TTut^isht or acoouni of Durbar 
Khurch separately colloctodin each I'alook, 
a Karkoonce or allowanco for household 
oxpooBes OT Sowisar Sogumcti ... ... 2,358 mak« 


ing thb total of the annual allowances ... 4,341 

^ NoTB.—'* from the Sanscrit, signifying what is within 
or cooceuhd ^ lionce u secret account, a bribe. 
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WIioi^ the Maaiulutdar had o£ a district 

without a fort., as in JooDer> tlie rerenue of wliicb was 
1ln(KK^R fais allowances were as follows:—* 

Annual pay, iuotading palanqoin ^low- 
anco> Uupees ... ... ... 2,000 6 

Clothos ... ... ... 20 12 

Palanquin equipment onoo in 2 years ... 150 0 

Rupees...2,170 12 

BeRiiles wliicli, in iliis pai'ticular Talook, 
lie had an allowuiico for iirewood of .«• 275 0 


Total. 2,445 12 

111 OHO \vh<i pot no Karkoonoc chfwped for diet money, 
Ac., in the above? acc^nmt of the Unt nsht or extra revenue. 

The 1)urri]kdai*H of Talooks, Muhals or Forts, received 
al^o thoir Wuttmi or ^>ay, and i»thor extra allowances, the 
foriuor of which was m like manner charged in the Mii- 
hal 9U?C'OUutH, and the latter in the Untuhht—(oT instance, 
iho Dewun of Scouoi*, whose duty, oa chief factor under 
the Maiiiuhitdar, wnR to countersign all letters or orders, 
received an aiuinal Wuttun or pay of Kupeus ... tl50 
aud a Karkoonci^ or extra pay of ... ... 237 

Total. 687 

It -wiiH the pn>vince the Moojenadar to inscribe iu 
all writs or dc^cils, and tit all accounla of receipta and dia- 
burseiuenlH, the words fifw^Utuh 8ho*Ml^* or approv* 
e<V^ before the Vuriiees affixed tlm date to them. Tt 
wii4^ also hift iluty, whore there was no Ahshaiu Nuwoos, to 
insert in writing the totals of the monthly muster rolls of 
8iblmiidics. llis Wuttun or pay was rupees ... 250 

lliH Kaikoouee or extra allowance. ... 237 


Total.*, 487 

'ilie diitU^s «»r iho Vumettft was to date idi Suunuds, deeds 
or orders, to keep the daily waste book, to attach cliite 
or notes to tint iuoii<?y bags, to write answers to village 
Iettt*rA, to insi^rt in the account of the annual sctilo- 
tueui aad the lizml demand, collection statoxnent at the 
end of the year, the amount of tlio same in writing, 
and to affix tho date to it. No document was considered 
valid that was not so dieted. After the accounts hail 
been finally closed by the Dufturdars, the Purnawees 
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brought and deposited them at the Hooaoor, The Pur'* 
naweos’s pay or WuUun woe Rupees. ... 200* 

Allowance for two asaistante ... ... 90 


» 290. 

Karkoonee or extra pay ... ... 326 

Tbtal... 615 

Tho^Mifey of the Duffurdar was to oolloct and place to¬ 
gether, in form and onlor in the ]od^er> the cuntouts of 
the wfisto book as pi*t)parud by the ruiuoes^ and to 
niah moiitldy an annum Hbatract ac<X)aiitH to the lioosoor. 
The Dufiunlar^B pay or Wuttun was rupees. •«. 150 0 

Allowance for clothes ... ... ... 118 


]«l 8 

Karkoonee or extra pay ... ... ... 124 

Total... 285 8 


The Potnec^ kept an acconnt of the balance of cosh on 
baud, wrote tho waste bonk, and fo. mod the treasury 
ledger. Ho ids<.» ko])t tlio iM^oouiit of colloctionrt and 
balaucoa wbich were ooniparcd daily by tho Fumoos, and 
till; accoimt was closed at tlio end of the year. His pay 
Ttiipoos .•■ ... ^«.. .»• ... 12o 

Uis Karkoonee. ... ... .«• ... 24 


•Total... 140 

The Po/tfiJ/tr was the Sumff or examiner of coius, of 
which there wore two to e9H.*h iroHSury. Thoir joint pi*y 
was rupoos ... ... ... ... ... 212 8 

Tho Subhoftful was an officer who kept a rt^gisier of 
potty suits, and reported on thorn to tho Mamiihiidar. 
He rocoivod an allowance of Kupoos ... ... 250 

'J'he Chiincen was an Under Scci'etary, who wrote and 
answered dcB|>atche8. 

His Wuttun or pay was rapooa ... 125 9 

Allowances for cloths ... ... 31 8 

Kiu*koOAoe .•« ... 80 CX 

Total... 


175 8 
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BosidoB the above, there wore 12 Earkoone or clerks, 
whoso H^j?regato pay wae Rupeod 2,478, or o& average 
Bnpous 20(>-8 to ea<^ poreon. 

Whichsoovor of those porsons oamo to the Hooaoor for 
ilio oxamination and an<£t of the aoconntsj rooeived *850 
Kupeea^ subsistence money; and the hoad^olork of the 
whole had an additional Kukooaoe of Bopeoe 56, making 
the total of this branch Rupees 2,886. 

The I>arrukdar8 and Karkoons hitherto desoribod wore 
called tho Sooba Nishuto^, or provincial* be* 

sides attached to the Mahals or Tarofs as fellowB> via. 

The OuHfaladar (a sort of Peshkar or deputy) whoso 
business it was to make the coHoctions of tho Muhal, 
remit them to tho Mamulutdar, and to inquire into potty 
coTuplaiiits, His Wiittun or pay was Rs. ... 200 

For Musalchco and oil ... ... ... ... 50 

All ussistant boy ... ... ... ... ... 24 

Olothos ... ••• ... 17 

Total... 291 

Ho bad Karkooncu over anti above, tho amount of 
which was not defined* It was chat^^ in the Muhal 
expenses. 

The MooJ/iinffar of the Muhal had on a smal] scale tho 
sfimo duty as the Moojnmdsr of tho Sooba. liis pay whs 
Rupees. ... .«■ ... ••« ...1 1 

Tho Muhal JVirwiirecs... ^ ... *.. ... 126 

Those officers had altogether a further allowanco of 
ICarkoonuc of Rupees r>0<)> which made the total establish* 
mont of each Mnhal Rupees 1,016. 

The Sibbuudee establishment of the Sownnoer Tnlook 
was as follows The Alisham IQuwecs ; he kept a roll of 
the Sibbundeea, contaming the name of earn peon, his 
hither^s name, the family Hppollation, bis village, n do* 
EAcription of his x>crbon, liis ago, in what mamioravinc^, and 
the amount of hU pay. lie also muntcrodtho Sibbundics 
ntid atiostod tho mnstor roll. His pay was . • Rs 250 
Allowances for Musalchoo nnd parasol bearer • *. 74 

824 

Karkoonoo or extra allowances.212 

^36 

Tho Uhshum Fftrnavecft kept the accounts of tho Sib- 
bun dees, wrote out the inu^lcv rolls lu cases wore there 
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wM no Haftir Nttweea, or master master. iTia Wattmn 

was Rapeea...200 

Karkooaoe ... ... ... ... ... ... 104 


• 804 

Tho ITanrrMos was the master master^ who mastered 
and made oat tho abstract, and after laying thozn before 
i}jo Furnoos, deposited thorn in the I^ftur, where the 
Uuftordars roooivod and aoditod them. Tho Vheham 

prepared tho Uhsham lodger, from the waste 
book of~ tho Ulisham Fumoes. He draw up at tho end 
of oach year an accoant of ovei^payments ana arroara, and 
dolivorod them to tho Fumooe of the Sooba. His pay 
was Rs» ... ... «*• > ... ... ... 150 

Karkoonec ... ... ... ... ... 124 

.274 

Tho Doirakdara attachod to forts wore os follows 

'J'ho ITuwnh^ar whosc^ daty was to arrange and ap* 
point all guards and patrols, and to grant permission of 
ingress or ogross. His annual pay was llupoca SGI -8. 

Tho 8ur N’^iobui whs snbordinato to tho Hawaldar, and 
was employed io whatoror dnty he assigned to him. He 
also BtipcriQtended . tho pubUc works. His pay was 
Rupoos 210. 

Tho Subneos resomblod tho TJhsham Nuwoes. They 
wroto OQt the Sibbandeo accounts. His pay was Its. 225. 
He reported all enlistments dt discharges to tho 
of tho Sooba. 

Tho Fumawees of tho Forte made out abstracts of tho 
accounts which were rendered to tho Sboba Ho insert¬ 
ed tho date and certiiiod tho .accounts after tho manner 
of ilio Fumawees of the Sooba ; he kept accounts of the 
roouipts of all grain into storo, of paym onto of &c,, 

in commanicat]oil with tho Subneos and Uuwaldar. His 
pay was Hupoes 101-8. 

A Storekeeper or FtM^nece of storos was sometimes se¬ 
parately kept op on a pay of Ra. 1G6-8. 

The Knrkoon of tho Fort, or writer of tho accounts, re¬ 
ceived Rnpoes 100. 

Durrukdars and Karkoons were maintained in Uiis way 
io all tho Talooks, though ^the ostoblialiuiont was not 
uniformly tho same in oach. Tho systoni, na it prevailed 
in a large district, has boon oxhibitod. Hf>th tho numbora 
Mid ptvy of the di&crcnt classes were smaller in proportion 
as the districts wei*e of less extent. 
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Ib addition to WuUun or pay tha Mlo^ing indulgences 
were allowed 

Each provincial Purrakdar had from one to 6ve Sib- 
bundoos attached to him, occording as ho was of more or 
losfl conscquonce. These were kept up or not at his plda- 
Buro* I’arvoyanco of wood^ betob and 
allowod for the Forts, furnished the means 
onio1umoat« Whenever tho Furueesee, Dafturdan^ or 
Karkoons repaired to the Iloozoor to render their ac- 
oounts, they received an alio wan oe •Aar geahl ^ ^ i p the 
Untusht or Durbar Khureh account already desc^bM, for 
their own orpensoe and Bubsistooco, as woM as for thoso 
of servants from the day on which they quitted tho Muhal^ 
to tho poriod of their return to it. 

4th. Having ZDOntiouod the different oflBices, it may 
be proi)cr to revert to tho Mamulutdar, and to doscvil^ 
his operations after receiving bis Sunnud of appointniout. 
His first step was either to proceed himself^ or to depute 
his homme d* aJJ^aires (Karbaroe) to tho district,, to re¬ 
ceive charge of it from the late*'Mamnlutdar. The next 
rrtoasure was to summon the district Zamoondars and tho 
Loads of villagos, oach of whom according to an ostablish- 
od rule of procodency. from thoDcsmookh and Dospandec 
to tho Set Mahajuon and village Moiiuddum, paid his 
respects and presented a Nunsur, or ofForing. To the 
Zumoondars was then delivered the mandate from tho 
Hoozoor, enjoining their obedience. 

5th. This coremoi^ ov^r the Mamulutdar transactor 
Lis business in open Cutchorry atten<lod usmdly, whoro 
thei*o wore Zumoondars, either by tho Do^mooka hioisolf, 
or by his agent duly aocrodited, aod hy tho Dospandoe or 
district accountant, or hfs deputy. 

Tho Destnookh or his people assisted in the oxeentivo 
duties of gonornl management, whilst tho Pespatidoo fur¬ 
nished any records that might be callod for, and kept aa 
account of tho colloctiotis,—Lis Karkoon writing all requi¬ 
sitions to the villagers, dated and signed in due form (as 
explained abovo in tho 3rd paragraph) by the Diurukdars 
and confirmod by tho Mamulutdar* 

6th. When the Patels of villages wore assembled, an 
account particular of the colloctionB of oach Muusa in 
tho hand-writing of the Koolkomee and with the signature 
or mark of tho Patel was drawn up. In those MuLals, 
whoro tho Zamoondars Lada Duftur, the ivcoc unt wm 
B ubscrihod with their siguaturus.—TLo customs anS all 
other items were includiMl in the ro(U)iptS; uud tho ex- 
penBOS, as ascertaiued by the Durrukdtut?, being deducted^ 


other BO^lies 
also of private 
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the ]&te Mamointdar was required to discharge asy balance 
which might remain due by bim. 

7th. This being done^ an abstract statement of the 
fMS^ua] transactions of the past year was required from the 
FiirnAwees of the Muhal and the Dnrrakdars. This was 
despatched by the Karbaroo to tho Mamulutdar if be 
wore still at tho Hoozoor; bat if he was in the Mohal 
himself, ho sent bis Karbaree to (lolirer in tho statement 
to the ^presence. From this statement was firamod and 
transmitted to tho Mamnlatdsr tho Usmaesh or account 
of the future oxp^octed rcsouroesof the Talooks committed 
to lits charge. Should it so happen that no account of 
the last year had beon ronderod, this budget of ways and 
moans was made up from former yoars' accounts. The 
Usmaesh account containod the following particulars 

Tho Tunkbah or the Kumah or whatoyer other settlo- 
raent had boon usually inserted in tho Usmoesh, was as- 
snmod as the amount of tho royonuo. From this Was do* 
ductod tho yaluo of any «EnamR, Surunjams, villages, or 
shares of TillagoB, &c., that might bo actuidly enjoyod, and 
the balance consiitutvd tho Aye<ni Jumnut,oT ordinary 
roooipts, as distinguished fmm tho Siitnice Jumma, or ox- 
ttn revenues, and from tho anuual oossos on account of 
village charges, &c., which wore also enumerated aud 
brought into account. 

In tho Siwtre Jurnma, or extra rovenuc, wore included 
tho rent of gardens, home farms retained by tho Oovern- 
meut officers, and the farm# of the enstoms, to whioli 
wore added Onos. Nuszors and other items usually 
brought to account undor tho distinct head of Kumooshoe 
receipts, tho amount of which ws^ inserted on au ostimato 
framed with reference to former realization. Credit was 
also taken for any resumed Wuttuns or other heads of 
revenue, which on inquiry were osoortained to belong to 
Ciovernmcnt. 

This account of ways and rueans boing completed, tho 
disbnrsomonts which wore to be allowed for out of them, 
are next to be con8i<lcrod. They are as follows, viz. 

1st. l^ornuinont allowances, such os annual charges 
on account of Silladi^ra and others. 

2nd. Allowances to holders of Mokosse, Babteo, &c., 
chikrgoablo in those Muhals in which the amount is not 
deducted from tho Jumma, but not charged in account 
in tivoso Muhals in which these charges arc abated iu tho 
Jumma. 

drd. Expense of tho Muhal establishment, such as the 
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pay of tfae MamBlotdara ax^d of the Darrukdora an deWl- 
ed in tho 8rd para, of thii memoir^ w, at lout, aa timiy of 
them as there may be* 

4th* Pay of Ahsham Sibbandees, district Peons bin* 
ployed in the ooUections, or in gfarrisoning^ forts end for- 
tifiM posts. 

5th. Allowances to temples, charities, Taahreof or 
aTinnol presents to Patels at the time of the aottlement* 
Worshaanns, Pensioners, Mosqnos, Dni^ahs, and hsoil 
contributions of gfrai^ prorieioning fo^. > 

All those items of disbarsomont, or as many of them as 
thoro might be in oacb Mulial, being cliai^od, in the 
Usmaosh, tho balance was ^cn stmek, which balance 
was divided into two parts. 

The Brat, that which was romittabloto tho Government, 
was iixod with referonoo to tho remittance of the preced¬ 
ing year, with the addition of any soms that might then 
have been deducted on account of failure of crops or other 
causes, or with a deduction of aay uhitemonts that might 
have been again rendered nocessary for similar reasons. 
Of this rcmittable portion a part was usually paid in 
advanco in July or August, and tlie remainder divided 
into three or four instalments, tho payment of which was 
not vexw uniform, but depended u^n tho understanding 
that subsisted between the Momulutdar and the Govern'* 
luent. 

The second part, or what remained of the settlemont, 
was entered under the hd^ of a suspense account, in 
which was to bo debited tho interest on ony advances 
mado to Oovommont, premium paid for Bills of exchnngo 
or remittances, new Ncmnooks or allowaucos conforred 
during tho year, remissions fc»r dostraction of crops or 
other contingencies, which niight on the Mamulutdar's 
representations call for an abatement. 

A saving clanso, however, was added to the suspense 
account, providing that any items suspended that could 
bo roalizM should be brought to the credit of Govern¬ 
ment. 

An injunction was inserted in tho TTzmaesh that all re¬ 
ceipts and disborsoments should bo faithfully entered in 
the accounts, and that nothing in tho shape of Untuslit 
should be kept back; that of the sum suspenaed on account 
of exchange on remittances, what was really expended 
only shonld be allowed for, that whatever conla bo realized 
out of the estimated deductions should on a settlement of 
account be added to the reiuittauces to the Iloosoor, that 
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reported, aad thair allowanoee brought to the puUio 
ooimt, or oontinaedj m it might be, Moordia^ to tim order* 
which should be issued^ and it wue ideo .rajoiAud that the 
li&molutdar should ooudaot his management eo that 
neither the Bjata nor the State should ev&er detrimaat. 

It was InrthOT directed that, as ^e grain end other 
articles payable in kind to Goremment were Tmlued in Ab 
annual accounts at the market rate ol each year, csasw 
should b^^taken to dispose of the same at the oonj^oncturee 
that Height be most mTonrable to the interest of GoTern* 
ment and the proceeds credited accordingly* In the erent 
of any great calamity or insurrection, remissions agreeably 
to established usage were promised* 

After all these formalities the TTsmsesh was certified' 
as appmred by the minister, and confirmed by the Pesh* 
wa^s sign manuaL A copy was then delirered to the 
Mamututdar. 

The aboTe was the nsaal practice observed where the 
districts were under the immediate management of Ma** 
mulutdars, which was ^e most common mode of admi¬ 
nistration ; districts, howeyer, on Hlb Nisam’s frontier 
were osoally farmed oat annnally, the amount of the 
contract varj log with oircnmstancee. The engagement 
being oonoludea, the profit and loss was the oontraot^a 
The contractor had abatements allowed to him to cover 
the pay of the Durrukdars and Wurshasundaru, allowan¬ 
ces lor temples and other peiunanent charges, and if he 
nfleeted to discharge them, the complainants got redress 
at the Hoosoor* l.%e contractor was bound to pay to 
Government any of those sums tEiat remained undisbursed, 
owing to casualties or other causes, over and above the 
amount of his farm. 

In the Usmaesh given to the contractor it was stipu¬ 
lated that he should regularly pay all the charges above 
specified, and that he should not ojmress the Ryuts or oc¬ 
casion any loss to Government. IT he had advanced any 
part of the sum contracted for, some allowance was ms4to 
to him for interest i and it was provided, in the event of 
any great calamity, that he should reo^ve such indulgence 
as was usual. 

* 

8th. The above particulara show the r^atsone that 
subsisted between the Oovemment and the Mamulatdar. 

The latter conducted the intenal management of the 
district through the Zumeendars, the Moquddums, and 
the Koolknrnees of villages* Of each villi^ he examined 
the Zumeeu Jhara, or register of lands, the teoeipto 

u 661—^ 
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• 

Msd obargefl el the peet year, ud the atete of the 
eutUmtion of the p rce cmh He xaihA for aeooimte of the 
pertioelar field# under tillage, whether diy guden or rice 
cultiT#tion> whether ooltirwbed by llMreaden or by 
Ooporees^ whether at a fixed oontiect rest or cm Oowle< 
He aaoertained from the Tillage and dia^ct c f Be me what 
extent of land ploughed in preeeding eeaaona had become 
fallow^ and the canae of it# bexM so* H neoeBeary, he 
araoiuted to partioular Tillage# &amaTi#dara to promote 
tne oaltiTmtioD^ and empowered them to grant cOowle or 
Istowa lease# for wa#te land#. 


9th* Under the superriBion of the Uamnlutdar iho 
head# of Tillage# were mlowed to exercise a oonsiderabie 
latitude of discretion in raising or reducing the term# un* 
der which the Ryuts were persuaded to oumvate the lands* 


lOtk The Mamulutdar also exerted himself to pro^ 
mote this object^ and in cases ckf necessity, assisted the 
Ryuts by allowing tlmir bslanoe# of rent to remain out¬ 
standing under we name of Taqawee, to enable them to 
purchase seed or oattld> tahing fzom them a promissory 
note for the amoont. Some Mamulatdars^ relying on 
the faith of UoTemment for their remaining in office, made 
actual advances of cash for the above TOrposes, which 
were oolleoted in the following year wiw or without in** 
terest^ acoordii^ to the oircamstskDoes of the cultivators. 
In short, no means of oonoUiating or inducing the Ryuts 
to cultivate were omitted* 


11th. In fixing the Jummabundee of a villagei ae« 
count# particular of the cultivation were rendered, which, 
if necessary, weivt checked by a Pubuee or actual inspec¬ 
tion of the lands, aud a conjectural appraisement ca the 
crops. 

12th. The aocounts of the settlement were prepared 
through the Patels and Eoolkurnee in the following 
manner. 

The whole of the lauds were first inserted, and all Enams 
and other alienaUons were tiien deducted. From ^e re¬ 
mainder, what was waste, was distioguished from what 
was cultivated, and the latter was classed under its se¬ 
veral heads of dry land and garden, whether mter^ by 
Wells or by water-co arses, whether oaltivated by Meeras- 
dars, Of^ureas, or Paykarees; it was then shown in detail, 
after wmoh the rates of assessment won exammed and 
the produce of the whole, according to the established 
Mamool of the village, including the varicms oeseea, the 
extia revenue, the Pandhunigaum, or Mohturifo, quit 
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nat of Uu BoHotbeedars mod ICuM, toge th er wMt aaj^ 
oUier iiemm, bein^ added to^petlMtv fonoM the g mp m 
BetSj or Jamma. From thia Jiimma wu then dMMt* 
ed m rQood fiombere thm peroonla ge doe to k i/M 
dtetriofe and viUim offioers, toe Qram^Charph ^Til* 
Imm chargeSj ana toe permanent aMigsunaoto oi^, toe 
yillago rerenua j the b^noe oonstitated the or 

aettlemant in wUch each trifling ahaitements w q ne made 
ae cireomatanoee dictated. In eome MafajJa a mwmli ann^ 
wae eat apart for l>urher Khureh, which wae bron^t 
into Vntoeht aocoont. A forOi^ dednotion wae also 
made aooordiog to the epeoial oeage of each Tillage on 
aooonnt of thoae who poaaeaaed aharea of the rerenna 
KaamdMe» 8ariajamdara> and othera holdSi^ Mokasaa 
Babtee, &hotra, Meemchoothaee, or Sordeehmookee. 
All these demands being adjusted, the remainder was the 
amount remittable to toe public tieasuiy^ the anms com¬ 
posing the yarions deductions being paid dirmciXy by the 
beads of Tillages to the persons entitled to reoexTe them. 

The reyenue ramittoble was diaoharged by instalments 
in the months of Norember, December, and Jannaiy. 
They do not appear to haye boon 6xed according to any 
uniform scale, but depended a good deal upon toe motiial 
agreement of the Msmulntdar and the Tiilagers, and on 
the time at which the settlement was ooncludad; if the eaW 
tlement was not made t 41 the year was far adyanoed, toe 
instalments were pmd according to tooae of the past sea¬ 
son, and an adjostmmit was made after the oompletion 
of the Jummabundee. • 

ISth. The following details of the Oram Khuroh and 
the dues of Huqdars, Ac., for which credit was allowed to 
the yillagers out of the gross J umma, were recorded at 
toe time of toe settlement. 

The nmnes of the Deshmookhs, Deshpcmdees, Sir Patels 
and other Huqdars, as they existed in each yUlage, were 

A pwrtioular Ust was taken of allowances to temples 
and Worshasun allowances payable ont of the Onm 
Khuroh ; but the total only of toe rest of toe Cbam Ehurch 
was inserted, as the yarious particulars of these charges, 
many* of wldch are fluctuating and incidental, conld not 
be aaoertained at the time of the setUement. The Patels 
and Eoolkanees were allowed a good deal of discretion 
in expending this fund, and appropriated to themselyee 
any profits arising out of it. If more were required to 
satisfy the demands of troops of mendicant Goeaeens, or 
to SbDSwer any other exigencies, additional PattaM or 
cesses were leyied from the Byuts. The smotml of toese 
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PoMees WM somathaes eatend m tibe aooouat of receipts 
ud disbnreemente of the Tillage^ tet more mitmllj pes^pe 
exoladed. 

I4tK In those Hohels in whibh tbB Zomeendars con* 
tinned in office, it was the proTinoe of the Deshpendeo* to 
take from the Koolkurnees of each Tillage, aoootmta of 
the ooltiyation, and of the rates of assaesment, to draw 
np abstracts oomparative exhibiting the difference be* 
tween those of tw current and the past yev, and to ex* 
plain the same to the Hamnlotdar« On theses accoimts 
the Mamnlotdar sometimes fixed the settlements' and 
determined the respectiTe shares of those who were en* 
titled to appropriations of the reTenue* All these doou* 
mente were prepared in oommunioation with the Dor* 
rokdars, and entirely by the latter where there were no 
Znmeendars in employment. 

15th« The Jcmmabnndee being settled, the rents were 
collected in the following proportions 

In yiliagfes in which there wei^ both a Bobbee and a 
Khnrreef crop, the first Kist» called the Dasra Puttee, 
was leried in Norember (Aswin), and was indefinite, but 
small in its amount. In Kartik (Noyember and Decern* 
ber) 26 per cent, of the reyenue became payable; in Jan* 
nary and February 25 per cent, more ; in February and 
March 25 p>er cent., and in March and April the remainder. 
In those yillages in which the Rnbbee crops were consi* 
derable, and the Eharreef bat small, the early Kists were 
lightened, and the heayiest Kist of 60 per cent, was reserv* 
ad for the March and April payment. Ou the oontraiy, 
where there was much of the Ehurreef and little .of the 
Bubbee crops, the heayy Eists were exigible in the early 
months. Ihe Patels and Eoolkunieee always commenc* 
ed collecting the Eists 8 or 10 days before the periods 
fixed for remitting them to the Mamolutdar. 

16th. When from parlicnlar circumstances a difficulty 
was experienoad in realizing rents, the MamnlutdAr, on 
ascertaining that there was good ground for moderation, 
forbore from indiscriminately pressing for balances. 

17th. The rents were not payble entirely in cash> but 
were frMuently remitted by the yill^ee to the Mamnlut* 
dar by Hnwalla or orders on Sahookars. The Ryut, in like 
manner, often paid the Patol by similar assignment The 
latter mode was moat prevalent, so mnch so, that it is 
estimated that scarcely 25 per cent of the revenue was 
paid directly in ready money. 

16th The Koolwar or individual distribution of the 
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asBemnent was made bj the Patel afid KooUntrae^ not 
by the Mamolatdar; Imt if the raaeon 

to beliere that the Tillage poeeeesed cbnoealed reBo9rce«« 
or that die Byuta were not nndm the anthori^ of the Pa¬ 
tel^ he proceeded to make the mdiTidaal eetttoment 
hunee)^ or appointed a KammaTiedar^ on his part^ eep^ 
ciidly for that porpose* 

19th* The rents of the Rynta w ere collected in Uie 
looal coins of the districts; but if the currency was mnoh 
detariora^d^ it was charg^ with Batta. which was made 
up by the Tillages. 

20th. If any arrears remained dne^ the* exaction of 
which was likely to distress the Rynt, and hinder him 
from coItiTating his nsoal fields, a respite was often al* 
lowed till the period of the first Eist of the following eea* 
son ; but if the balance could not then be reaUsed, ft was 
excused and written off under the head of remission. 

21st. Any other extraordinary failures from loss or 
destruction of crops, or pther causes, met with similar 
indulgence. 

22nd. The Mamulutdar gaTe receipts to the Patels for 
all payments drawn up in the manner, and with the for* 
mail ties described in toe Srd para, of this paper, which 
treats of the duties of Darrokdaraand other revonne officers. 

23rd. At the end of the year, after all the pollections 
h^ been completed, the hCamulutdar doliyered to the 
Ttllagers a demand col lection and balance account, show« 
ing the Ayeen Jnrnmabunde^ including all branches of 
rerenue both in money and kind, (but excloeiTe of the 
Untusht) the remittanoee that* been made to liia 
treasury and the charges that were admitted. In ex¬ 
change for this he took a Toucher in the haDd-writing of 
the Eoolkumee, and signed by the Patel, of the actual 
receipts and diabursemeDts (Kucha Wywat) together with 
a copy of the Wnsool Baqnee account oertifi^ by the 
Patel. All Touchers given in acknowledgment of remit¬ 
tances were then reoeired back by the Mamulutdar and 
deposited in the Duftar of the Muhal. 

24t}i. The following are the items of 8iwace Jumma, 
or extra revenue, which the Mamulutdar* entered in his 
public accounts, ris. 

lALggatk Tokka. 

Pat I)am. 

* Chithee Masala. 

Khund Gonabgaree. 

hiosur. 



158 


HiiricM* 

Qitn Chootiiiegi. 

SjtoolmAL 

And sundry petty e xtr a oeuee. • 

i&tb. At the close of ibhe year^ eitiiev the UMiidnt* 
dsr himself^ or his Famaw oo s or Dnftordar^ dali^sred io'* 
to' the Hoosoor the flowing acoounis of the distxiots 
under his mansgesidiit 

let« The Mohslkee Jhartee, or rough aceo^int <4 mH 
reoeipta and charges. 

2iid. A statement of the Jummabundee of each Mousa, 
attested 1^ the signature of the Zumeendars^ where any 
were in office. 

3rd. A muster roll of the Sibbundees and their re« 
oeipts for tiieir pay during the twelve months. 

4tb* A copy of the M^en Ziabita, or fixed establish¬ 
ment and. s Mi of absentees. 

5th. Beceipts of Wurshaanndars, pensioners^ or others 
reoeiTing Ifemnook$ or fixed allowanoes* together with 
copies of any Sunnnds issued from the presence^ for the 
payment of the same. 

6th, A copy of the contract with the custom farmer, 
if the customs were rented out, 

7th. A list of articles famished to forts from the 
district. 

8th. The Uhtushi kee poJee, or aocor.nt of reserve 
revenue for Durbar Ehuroh> explained in a former part 
of this paper^ and any other aoooonte that might be called 
for. 

The above acoonuts being rendered to the exchequer^ 
it was the province of the Duftur Elazhoons to compare the 
receipts ud disbursements with the Usmaesh account first 
given to ^e MamnlutdM on his ^^pointment^ to midca 
out a lUlabund, or explanatory detail of bH the chargesj, 
showing ^ose that were made with^ and thme that were 
made without sanction. Ihe Hoosoor. Fui^wees or 
Chief Clerk read this o^r to the Peshwa, and on its 
being submitted for approval by the Dawan^ the Peshwa 
confirmed it by his sign manuaL 

This Tallabimd exhibited a narticular view of all the 
variations that had occurred during the year. For in- 
tance^ expenses to temples not iDcIuded in the Usizmesh 
of the preceding year^ casualties of Karkoons and others 
filled up^ but not actually authorised. Extra Sibbundees 
entertained to put down rebellion^ expenses of purvey- 
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aDoe to ^rdan who night hare Tiiited ^ di«tr4etji> 
lacreaM of pay to aerraala, b^aaoM trritteti off atider 
the bead of remieaioiia for fidore or destrQott<n of orope« 
All these oharges were audited before they wer e pweend# 
and any deficiency of the reoetpte was loeo pai^nderty 
inquired into, whether arinzig from want of razDi iiUnr:* 
r e o t i on< or other calamities affecting ffie reveal 1£ 
Mamalatdttr was a oonfid^ntial serrant^ his explaTmtim 
of any causes of failore was deemed safficiaDt. If not 
entirdy tjputwcwthy^ the testimony of the Darrakdara 
and Zatx^eendars Was called for before aM remienona 
were granted. In the event of its being afterwards dia- 
coyered that they not nooosoary, the Mamalntdar 

was made answerable, 

&6th. On an adjustment of aoooonts It was aometenee 
found that a balance was due by the Oovemment to the 
Mamnlntdar^ who having paid up the revenue in foll^ fail¬ 
ed to realise the account owing to the season having been 
unfavourable. The balance sometimes arossi too, from his 
having empl<^ed extra Sibbnndoes over and above his 
establishment, or from his having made advances to the 
Oovemment. In these cases he was allowed inteirest on 
such sums at the rate of one per cent, par mensem till the 
debt was discharged. When liquidated, however, some 
stoppages were made according to established custom, of 
one-twelfth of the interest and l-35th part of the priaei- 
paL 

If the hlamalntdar was regioved from his oha^e, his 
successor was usually made to pay the debt. If he re¬ 
mained in office, he got credit for the amount in the after 
years^ acoonnts, or was flowed to recover the amount 
from any outstanding balances in the district. On his 
being discharged, the new Mamnlutdar waa directed to 
assist him in raalising any advancee of Tokavee which be 
might have made to me Kyute out of his private funds. 

27th. The particular points of the administration to 
which attention at the Hoosoor was directed were to collect 
from time to time any outstanding balances due by the 
hfamolatdara, to inauire into and redress any oomplaints 
pieferred against uiem by Zumeendars, Enamdars, 
ratels, or infarior Ryute, to answer deapatchea written by 
the if amulutdara relative to any oocnrrenoea witiiiu their 
jnrisdiotion, to make arrangements for establishing the 
authority of Governznent in any of the districts* where it 
might be disputed, and to anperintend the administration 
of Civil and Criminal Justioe by the Uamnlntdars who 
ttad fall powers for this purpose, excepting only the power 
of life and death, in all which cases a reference was made 
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to tho Hooxoor* Hie however, freoMntly 

ezerciedd tho power of paniBhing robbers hj matuetioni 
but in very important affaire they implied to the Hoosoor 
for orders. Zn the erent, also^ of any onnanally ffteat 
ezpenditare bexngf required, they applied for previona 
eanotion* 

The remoyal of Mamolntdare for petty faults wae by no 
means frequent ; many of them remained 30 or 40 years 
in offioe, and were succeeded on their demise by their sons. 

Duxrukdars likewise were not remoreable^ except for 
misoondaot> and the office frequently descended to their 
posterity. 

On charges of malversation being preferred against a 
MamnlutdaTj the accuser was required to give security 
that he wo aid prove them. He was rewaraed if he did, 
but on his failure to establish them^ his surety was held 
roRponaible or not, according to the particular circamstan-*. 
oes of the case. To prefer such charges, however, appears 
to have been considered amongst the Mahrattas a most 
odions proceeding, the informer not uncommonly getting 
the niOKname of Tu^keer Punt, ** and becoming a ge¬ 
neral laughiug stock amongst the people. 

28th. Tho rovenae functions of the Mamulotdars have 
been already described. They were expected to promote 
the improvement of tho ooontry, to prot^t all clasMS from 
oppression, to dispense civil jastice, and to superintend 
the Police. They were not prohibited from making any 
advantage they could from^^de, or from lending money 
at interest, and they were often connected with Sahookars 
who advanced on Hawala the revenue of villages, a 
connection which, it may be supposed, must often have 
been prejudicial to the Ryut. Abases, however, seem to 
have been restrained witl^ narrow limits. 

29th. The Patels and Koolknmees had the immediate 
duty of superintending the cultivation, to see that it was 
kept up to the asual standard. Should there be any falling 
off, owing to the death or emigration of Meerasdvs, the 
other ifeerasdars were expected to cnitivate the fields 
relinquished, and on any defalcation from the poverty 
of Oopurees, it was the dnty of the Patel to persuade other 
persons to occupy the land thrown np. To enable him to 
effect this object he exercised the privilege of making 
trifling abatements of the rent when neceBsary ; but if any 
great reduction were required, he ^plied to the Mamnlut- 
oar for sanotiou, in matters, however, of ordinaiw and an¬ 
nual occurrence no previous sanotioo was reqniaite. 

The ^tels and Koolkumees famished all accounts of 
cultivation to the Mamuiutdar, sometimes through the 
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iliAlrioi ZumociiJarfl wliororcr the latter were in otRce, 
l>ut as of ton vritliotit tlieiv intonrootion* 

la lan^ .Pottohs the Mbhturifa sx^' hoase taxes were* 
inanogea hy the Shettees and Uohajims^^ bat in the snlimcr 
Tewufi they wore under the direction of the Patole ax^ 
Koolknmoes, who rendered to the Momalutdars aooonnto 
of all aitorations that oocQirod from the departure of the 
old> or the accossion of now contribatorH, or from any 
chajigo in tbeir circntnBtances. 

The aoeount of the Jummabnndeo of 'the vilUgee was 
Qxod tho JSfamulutdars. In making the Byntwar 
or individual eettlomont this amoant> added to tho aoui 
d€>dacted in tho ThuJirao Tadoe on account of village 
chargee and other oxpenRcs, was distributed amongst the 
RyutSj and any oxcoss of charges that might bo tneurrod, 
or any dofioioncy that might tiriso in distributing tbo 
constituent part of tho sottloment, was raised by moans 
of a second levy or Puttee. 

In Boroo villagoSj hoyrover, tho village chargoa were* 
soparatoly levied over and above tho os&ossumnt of the 
Uyuts^ Colds instead of being defrayed out of the gross 
settlement formed from tho aggregate ronta of all the 
cultivators. 

When any doficioncy arose in making tho repartition of 
the total asscssniont, owing to-the roducod cirournoianoc^ 
of tho ioliabitants, tho amount w7%b raisod hy loan from 
Sahookars, and crcilitod to that hood. Iho loan was 
somctimcA repaid by a I*utto(^in the following year, or if 
ibis was likely to ojccitsion distress, tho Maniulutdar got 
pemiisston to remit an equal amount to enable tho villagers 
to liquidate tho debt. If tlui sum was ]argo, this wiis tho 
usual course. If small, the luhabiiantB thoiriselvos usually 
ooiisoniod to make it good. 

The first instulmcjits of tho rovonoo wore collooto<l be* 
fore any Koolwar sottlcinciit was inado nccortling to the 
individual payinonts of tlin procoding year* and oonsider- 
able intlulgouctc was showiii as has boon already stated, 
in cxticiing balances, whore tlio loalimtion was iiki*ly to 
occasion much pressure. 

It was not necensary that frOKh ni*dor» should he issued 
aiiinmlly f<»r the fuiymont of the Rhares rAvmiiie nf the* 
various claiTnants tmtitled t«> receive them. When once 
Kunctionad they were coTitit>no<l without any new instnie- 
tions until resumed or abrogated ; tho hunks of l>esniof>ks, 
l>csf>andoos, and others wore continued in like manner 
{according to established custom. 'Dio permanent annual 
village charges were also incurred ou the authority of the 

r OSl—« 
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F^tds and Koolknmeea» but an^ Mceaaive (]i8biirRe^ 
meats wore^ when ascertained, retrenched, and brooch 
to the pnfalio aoconnt* 

In oases of villages fiiUing into arrears^ Qyutkool lands, 
or lands thrown np by the Heerasdars, or left wasW 
owing to the decease of the owners, woro sometimes 
disposed on Meeras tenure to other Ryots for a prioo 
paid for tho same, which was applied towards the dis- 
chargo of the public docs. 

Fines and forfoitares levied for cffoncoa were to bo 
only reported to tho Mamnlutdors, and if approvotl, 
brou^t to tho credit of Govemmont. 

All potty quarrels amongst tho iuhabitanta wore adjust* 
od, as far as it could bq amicably accompli si lud, by the 
Patels and Eoolkumees* All petty difmntes alxjut lands 
were usually settled on the spot, but if they were of any 
considerable magnitude, the Mamulutdar was couBnltod. 

The Bullotee or mtty village officers received thoir 
nsual foes from tho Ryuts for wbom they performed tbo 
cuatomaiy services. The Patels and Ko<^1curncos were 
not ompowerod to remove thorn; on tho occurrence of 
any great misconduct on thoir part, it was rei)reso?itcd to 
tho Mamulutdar, who pnuished or dismiesod the ofTondors. 

At tbo end of each year the Patel and Koolkumeo 
rendered to the Mamulutdar a coiuploto acet^unt of all 
T\M3cipts and disbursements, and rocoived in exchaitgu a 
Jujnwa WvJtool Baqeo (demand collection and ludanco) 
etatemont. On this occasi<ib it was cuKtomary in some 
villages for tho Mamulutdar to prosout thcin with a Sir 
Poo or honorary dress. 

Tbo Patel and koolkumeo kept an account current 
with the several holders of shores in tlio vill^o, who 
sometimes also gave a Sir Pao. 

When tbo Mamulutdar giantod Tnckaweo to villages, 
he usually received it back with intorost. 

It never was nsual, in making tho Eoolwar or indivi¬ 
dual settlement, to give Pnttas, nor wero receipts annually 
given to the Ryuts for their payments. Tho latter wore 
occMionally granted, but the understanding subsisting 
bo tween tho Rynte and tho Koolkumee generally led thoiu 
to dispense with this security. 


(A true Copy.) 

(Signed) Wn. C1£^>L1N. 



APPENDIX. 


KAJAH OF SATTABA. 


-; 

Ikecai^ 


Tho fintt of tlio statCR montionod ab withb oor gonoral Report of tfae 

i}init8 19 tbftt of yottoni, M. Bipliio- 

fftoM, 25th OeL 

Aftor tho do&th of Sahoo lUja, hia eaooosBor romsitiod 
<*JobO prisonor in Sattara. IIo was tho son of Sowajoo> 

Rou of llaja Ram» and in him tho real Hne of Sowajoo 
t)ooamo oxtinoii for on 1u9 doath in 1777 he was sue* 
coodod hy Stthoo^ hie adopted son, who was born of a ro* 
moto branch of tho family, and had boon a ooiotnon 
liorsornan. This pnnco rotcuned tho active habits which 
ho had learned boforo his imprison mont; and on some 
rolaxotion of bis confinomont^ earW in Bajoo Bao’s reign^ 
ho doclarcd his intontion to act for himsoIf> and bo^n 
to assomblo an army. Tho woaknoaa of the Poishwa^s 
guvcmincnt gavo him some months to gain hoad^ and he 
Imd colloctod about four thohaand men when his force 
was disporsod by Porsoram Bhow and Hadhoo Kao Bastia. 

Cfaettor Sing} tho brother of tho Rajah, who had prin¬ 
cipally instigi^d tho disturbance, escaped, and, after long 
1 vendoriug in Hindoostan and the Doc^n, was troacher- 
oasly Boized by Trimbuckjoo Danglia, and died in oon- 
iliioiuont daring tho lato war» Ss son is now at Sattara. 

Uis cause appears to have been popular; and an itn- 
)>ostor, who raised a roboIUon in his name, raocoedod 
in baffling tho Poishwa for scrvoral years. He was cap¬ 
tured by Colonel Cunningham at Pmchootgarh, and la 
now in confinement. 


Onr relations with the preeont Bajah of Sattara m 
fixed in tho treaty, and Uie coarse which I think ought 
to be pursued towards him is pointed out in my letter of 
25th Angust to Captain Grant. The advantages tJiat 
prizieipally weighed in favoor of giving his Highness a 
territory, his popularity wi^ the Hahrattaa, and the 
asylum which bis govommeat would afford to perfioua 
unwiUing to surve under ours, arc alUmdud by two oor- 
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evil®; iho infloenee which Ibe Kajah may be 
0 toD^ 2 M Oo^' ozpocted to poBMB among his natiozii and the concourse 
lim. of disaffectea persons that arc Ukoly to assomble at Sat- 

V • ^ Unw Both of theao evils required Bj)eciat precaution to 
Decam. guard gainst them; but rmr prineipd Hecuriiy must Im; 

iu our effectually t&aintaimng our own Bopremney, and 
in our ootieiliaiitig the g(KHi*wilt of tho lla}ali. Both 
objocta appearod to bo best attained by taking very liigli 
ground in our treaty^ so os to admit of a giadual and 
voluntary descent tts the iimee mlmittod of llio 
Itajali's iueznurienoo indeed roquirod, in justice to IiimsoHV 
that we should for seme time direct hhu; but 1 hupu that 
in tho eonrso of two yottrs ho may be left ia a great mui- 
sure U) conduct liis own intoraul govcminont. 

Tho military protection of his country, Lis political 
relations, and perhaps a gonoral and disbint saporinlond* 
enco of bis whole procoodinge, must always rcniHiii with 
ns. Wo must also retain tlic power of knowing exactly 
everything tliat pwos hi his court and tenitory, and 
it will, for a loTig time, be a nocossary part of our fK)licy« 
most carefully to destroy all emmexion between hiui and 
the Maharattoa not subjoct to his own authority. 

His country now yields 13,75,000 rupoos of direct n> 
venue, and al)ont 3,W,tM>0 enjoyed by JaghcordarH, l)o« 
aides 3,00,000 of alicnatic»us. It will prolnibly net im* 
prove so much in tho Itujah’s hands os the Coin|>auyV 
territory ; bnt still seme increoso of cultivation is to 
expocU^, and that, with thn fiJling in of jughoi^rH aiul 
(KjAsions for life, will fuld to the amount of revenue at the 
Itajah’s disposal. Notliiug need bo said here of tho 
system now in foroc in tho Itajsdi's country. It luis bot*n 
managed exactly as a province of our own, and will be 
reported on with tho rcKt. More care has perhaps been 
taken to presorvo the native practice, and the nttnosi at* 
iention will bo given hereafter to place tilings on a [rKil- 
Dig which they may preserve after our iutcrfereuco is 
withdrawn. 


KAJim OF COLABORB. 

The founder of this petty state was Sumbajee, sod of 
Bam Bqah, and grandson of Sowajea The territory ho 
posaosst^ was early reduced by ^wajoc, and scenu to 
have been a principal residence of his son. I do not 
know.wben it was first ossignod to Snmb&j^; but iu 
1728 that IMneo was confodondod with tho Nizam, and 
accompanied bis army to Teona, and in 1731 a treaty 
was voucludcd between ISuhoo liuju uud iSumbajcH*^ 1>V 
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*whicb it was agroedj that all north of the Kistoa should 
bolo^ to Sidioo, all between the Kistoa and Wama and 
the Toombnddia to Snmbajoo, and that all conquests 
K(mth of the Toombuddra should l)o oqaallj divided. 

torn to ry assigned to the Rajah was partly hold 
hy tbo Moguls^ and partly by Dcssyos who had set up 
for thomsvlvug. Some progress was made in subduing 
it under llalltqeo Bajou but it was not till tbo 

I'cign of Madhoo Itao^ about 1762, that it was oScctoally 
reduced. • Clicckoroo nod Mariowloo wore then ^von to 
t)u> Rajah : tliey froi|acnlly changed masters, somotimes 
by treaty and anmoUines by force, until ISdt, whcti 
iJioyworo conquered from tho Rajah Appa Dossyo 
for tho Fuibliwa. 'fhis led to a long struggle, in which 
tbo Rajah’s govornracut was on tho point of oxtinciion 
whou rescued by the intorpositiou of tho British Oovcm** 
incut, 1612. Tbo Rajah’s subsequent fidelity procured 
him tho restoratiou of those districts which aro valuablo 
in thoRiBolvoR, and whidi had long been tho object of 
hiH ardent wishes. Tho state of Colaporo boa romoined 
in perfect tninqnillity siuco it was delivered from Appa 
Dcssyc; and as it is uew in a state of as high prosperity 
shs it ever athuued, it may be considered as well disposod 
to tho present order of tilings. It has boon a tnasim, 
jiovcron any account to iuUTfero in its iutoiml affairs, 
and tho phm lias hitherto boon attended with oxcoUont 
elTects; bnt as the Rajah has been a minor, and the 
power iu tho bainl of a pirty which adliered to our in* 
Unrests and inmlo use of our uSmo, the trial has not been 
no complete. 1 would,* however, rocomiiiond persuveriiig 
ill ilio system ns long as it is possible, without some se¬ 
rious evil. 

The samo system ought to bo observed in Sawunt 
Wui*roo, au<I our agent should bo withdrawn as soon as 
the Govern meat is settled enough to secure us from fu* 
iuru dcpreilatious on the part of its subjects. 


THE NIZAM. 

Tho Nizam Las but fow possessions romaining within 
tho Muhratta frontiors, but there oro varions pisscssions 
and numerous claims of the Peishwa’a govommont with¬ 
in his. It is noodloss to outer on any explanation of 
those claims in this place, ospooially as the sottlouiont 
<A them must romaiu entirely mcomplcto for tho preaout. 
'JTio most I can do is, to point oat with more oorrootnoss 
and a little tJiorc pi'ccision thau in my despatch No. 78, 
Mic Hiuouut to be given up to that Prince, aud the mauuer 


Repofi of the 
Hou. II. Xlpluo^ 
Btooe, 26ih OeL 
1810 . 
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(icpoH oi the in which tvn on nivalent maj be obtained with Uio least 

Mth 'oSr 

1810 . 

V ^ * The disiricta wiUiiu the Ni^am'a coontiy and tb(' 

Deccftfi. choute actually possossed \ij tlio Peishwa his ^a- 
^beordnra at the breaking out of the warj yielded iu 
fermor timoe an annual amount of t5,00|0(H) nipooB, hut 
the rocont rooeipta by the I’oishwa and his Jagheordars 
amounted only to 9j50|OOU rupocB. This, howovor» is 
indopondont ox tlio cnams aud clwitablo assignt^onte, and 
alao of the ozponso of eolloetiou, which in the case of 
chouto and other sharoa of the Nizam’s rovenuo must 
have boon extremely heavy to the Poisbwa, though the 
Nizam can now odloct them without any addition to his 
(«tablishmont. Allowing for those expenses, I reckonod 
the gruu to the Nizam, in tny letter No. 70, at twolvu 
hiCQ ; which being also tho sum fixed by Mr. RusboU, on 
the iiifortnation given by tbo Nizam’s miuistorB, may bo 
taken as tolembly correct, 'fhe former rovcuuo of tho 
otiams and chai'ituble aasignmedts which are stiU to }>o 
continued, was 2,21*,801 ropocH, of which 17,030 
inyablo in iuout 7 from tho tro^vguiy; tho roniaiuing 
1,76,925 from land revenue, nllottul sejmmtcly for thai^ 
porposo. 

llic amount claimed by tlio Pcishwa for cliouto and 
other dues witlilichl, in addition, to the above num ac¬ 
tually ]) 0 S 8 CS 8 O(l, was thirty lacs, (1 resides a variety of 
und(^ncd claims of gruft extent), and tho arrears 
amuontod to an enormous sum. Tliis claim was to have 
boon iDveatigateJ at Uydcndiad, and Captain I'uttinger 
had been Appointed to assist in the inquiry, whon tho 
IVishwa’s hostilo views intemiptod that and all other 
negotiations. I do not omocivn the Nizam could possi¬ 
bly have escaped from that investigation with loss tlian 
a cession of a country yielding ten lacs of rupees. The 
chouto of Bodor alone, the Poishwa’s right to which 
800108 quite incontcBtiblc, is said to yield seventeen lacs 
ut this moment, and the arroars on that account, since 
tho late Nizam's death, would bo two crores and thirty- 
eight lacs. It might be ungenorons in us to insist on 
Uus investigation now; but wo aro perfectly entitled to 
count among tho Nizam’s gains by tho way this heavy de¬ 
mand, from which ho could not in any other circumshmccs 
have OBCopod. ^ 

H'uking tho sums gaiuod by (he Nizam from tho Pcisb- 
ua, us above uUitcd, aud his gains from llolkar uud the 
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ilnjfth of Boror, fis stated by Mr. the following . 

t.. . *_l.i._* .tit.. VI _>- _ ^ Hod, M. li)phm- 


will bo a true statomciit of the Nisam’s aoqoiai^DB s— 
Ileyonuo actnollj paid to the Pciahwa 


‘Sc, 


in,1817 

Reyemno duo to tbo Foiahwa on hid 
oinims for choato witbbeld, and arrears 
Vrom Nagpoor ... 

Do, UtnnU(H> righia 
Do. Ilolkar 


... Rfil 12,00,000 


• » ♦ 




20,879 
2,87,409 


Btoue,8aUi 
1619. 

▼ 


„ 10,00,000 

„ 3,21,98(1 

M 


Total Rs. 27,80,274 


of which Urn lacR ia 1^ esomptiou from a demand, and 
17,80,270 an actual odtlilion to hia IIigbDuea’a iucoioo* 


In dotormining how much of this profit the Nisatn ta 
ontUlod to, while wo lylinit Uio right to an equal pvrtici* 
nation, wo most not fail to compare tho exponaes which 
no and the llritiBh Qovdhnnient incur from tlio conquest 
Tbo ncqnifiitions of tUo British Govemmont by the war 
in Hindostan arc probably compensated by the obliga¬ 
tion to which it is subject in that quarter and in the Vho- 
can. It lias been obliged to moko oonsidcmblo additions 
to its regular army, and has strong forces to maintain in 
a state ol preparation for • tho Roenrity of its conquests 
and the NisamV, besides proyiding for tbo liajah oi Sat« 
tara, tho Poishwa and his family, including Amrut Roo, 
tho whole of hia Joghoordors, fainiatcra, chio&, and a oon- 
pidorable portion of hia army. If all those expenses bo 
deducted from our acquisition in this part of India, tho 
balance at present, and for some time, will bo but littlo in 
(»nr fayour, and tho \)Tofit wo aro oltiinatoly to dcriyo will 
depend on our own tnanagemoni On tho other hand, 
tho Nizam rocciroa liis ah^ froo of ovory kind of ox* 
penso I begins to enjoy the fruits of it from the moment 
when it is put into hia hands j and has os much the power 
of improving as wo, ainco tho sources of royenne ceded 
to him onco yielded five times tlieir present amount. 
Tho contract is rendered quite clear by the fact that 
(r^tor tho provision for tho Bajah and other penna- 
nout charges have boon provided for) the civil and tniH- 
tory expenaca which wo incur in addition to those of for¬ 
mer times, will nearly swallow np onr whole revenue by 
tho conquest; and if any further addition is required to 


* la bU private lotUr to Ur. UotcaJfo, of U«y IStb. tlio ouioatit 
from Holkar, liowcrer, uppum to mo io be uverrated, nu* 
reMa»DK*lhiit^' in KSiucil lK«jU^ Upil«cr Kllora. 
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Hon. M. Rlivilin* 
nMCy 2&tb UcU 

im, 


De^rent, 


oiirarmy thoy will mncli oxm'<l it, tlu' oxpnii^or. ftf ilu* 
anxiliaries aiiU of iho fomer 8iib8i<llary fom^ Inking \)n*- 
VTiknl for by fortnor tn'aLi<ff,anil tiotiiicludod in the above 
ralculatiom So far ia tlio Nizam from being entitled to 
pload tbo abRcnoo of all connexion on his part with the 
expenses wo think {it to keep up, that if His Highness’s 
territory wore in a (lourishing condition, and his govern • 
ment elTiciont, a largo p<irtion of those expenses might 
with ^rfoct safety bo avoided. The occomji^yiQ^ state* 
mont No. will remove all obscurity ou this subject. 

An ocenrato ostiznoto of tho clear proUts of the war in 
all quarters may hereafter bo mode, and tho Nizam’s 
aliaro may then bo fixed. Tho utmost liberality ought to 
bo shown in this operation, os tbo advantage of a few lacs 
of rupees which wo might gain by injusiico will not boar 
a moment’s comparison which tho loss wo should bu stain 
by oppressing our ally. But I think it may bo presumed, 
before hand» that tho British Governmont will bo found 
on titled to aomo portion of tho 27,8(1,274 rupees above 
stated, and in that ease tlio least invidious way of taking 
it would bo to renounce all claims on occonTit of chouto 
(except those guarantecMl to individuals, which it is Tu»t in 
our power to give away), and to require an (Hjaivalcnt 
for tho whole torritory which wo have mode over, or arc 
yet to make over to the Nizam, amounting ix\ all Uy scv<mi 
loCB; or if tliis should be thought too hard, wo might ro- 
<|airo that His Highness should give up a moiety of that 
sum, and toko a thousand/)f our hoi-sc, his own subjocts, 
into his jmj. A still more iiiodoratc cour^xi would bo 
to require His Highness to take tbe thoosimd borso, and 
give a ooniponBotion for those torritorios otily which ant 
yet in our hands (Umber, Ellora, wliich wore codcHl 
tousby Holkar, in a treaty, ono of the conditions of 
which WHS our maintaining a force with him, and pro- 
toctinghim from aU enomios. By tliis, nil appouranco oi 
our taking away any thing gratuitously would l)o prevent- 
cd. This (vjDivalent would not exceed 1,50,000 rupees, 
but it would pro1)ably be enough to give uj) a dear fron¬ 
tier by pn^citring for us the Nizam’s whole torritury on 
this side of the Secna. IF more extoiisive cassions ai'a 
leqairod, tho wh>»lo <ir the plain ou tho west of ilio GhauiA, 
wluch has boon laid down in Arrowsinith’s Map os tho 
proftont frontier, might bo ceded, and if moi*e wore rn- 
quired, it might bo given in money, or tcrritoiy sontli of 
tlie Kistna. 


Hot in ihrrp Srl<rlit4M 
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The samt gneranteed oo the ohoote, which are oalj to 
Appa Dessje and the Patwardans, do sot ezoeed a lac of 
rupees. Sapposing them and the eqhiyalent aborames* 
tioaed to amoant to 2fiQfi74 rnpeih, it wonld still lewre 
the^Niaam an acqniaition of twenty-fire laca; or if his 
dalivenmce from the Peiahwa's demand is to go for no* 
thing, of fifteen lacs of rupees chargeable with the tempo^ 
rary mainteDanoe of a boar of horse, a cironinstanoe tut 
would neither hurt his pride nor mneb affect his interest. 
The enaiu charitable allowanoe, having for the 
most part been guaranteed by the p^pdamation of Sat- 
iarai mast still be continued by the Kisam, and some 
effectnal means ought to be taken to secure them, such 
as granting British annnuds to the holders after a care« 
ful examination of their claim: the amount of the former 
reronue being only 2,00,697 rapees, the real amoant at 
nresont does not probably exceed 5U,000 rupees Appa 
j^syo's ohoute may be paid in money, and as that Chief 
is to receive an oquiralcnt fruiti us in land, thir sum 
ought to go into the publft treasury. 

1 do not think that in any exchaagos wo ought to pari 
with Colapore, the importance of which place, in a mili¬ 
tary and political point of view, is shown in another part 
of this deftpatcb.* 

INTERMIXED TERRITORIES. 

The territories belonging to difforeot Maharatta Chiefs 
intermixed with ours, are geuerally those which belong 
to the Princes who now hold thorn, before they had ac¬ 
quired any possessions beyond their own country. 

s 

The inconvenienoo arising from them, especially from 
those belonging to Scindia, has been pointed out in a let- 
ter from the lo^ officers; the principal seem to be that 
they afford a harbour for robbers and a receptacle for 
stolen goods, and that the persons in chaige seem really 
to have looked on this as one of the fair advantages of 
their situation. They create infinite trouble from petty 
disputes and petty privileges, snch as those of levying 
customs and feeing cattle on oor lands, besides the more 
important one of coining money. A very serious incon¬ 
venience is likewise felt from the resistance which is 
freqneatly offered by onr subjects to the authority of 


* Sinc« tbe sbor« wm written 1 bsTe sCd/eMed a letter tc Mr. 
Reneell, eDokseieg entheutie fttetereeoli, bj wbieb tbe etncofi acqei* 
sitiooe ire mede etil] idow coetiderable. 1 eopr of that letter wee 
fo/werded te OorersBeet; tt we* deted... 


s 681 — 0 ^ 
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^pQii ^o«e states. Thin liaa already hamened onoe ia the 

^ Scindia, and twice in that of Hclbtf. In all 
isia’ those cases it is poasihle tliat the persona resistizi^ were 

^ ^ , J in the right; bat as itA^ impossible for as to permit those 

Jkceaju powers to cairy on a siege, and perhaps a protracted 
straggle within onr territoiy, we are obliged to Mid the 
weight of ovr infloenoe to compel submission. It*is true 
we might by a stretch of power insist on inquiring into 
the cause of each dispute; but if this were once done, 
we should have established a regular appeal a^nst all 
the acts of tyraniA and sometimes against the just pro¬ 
ceedings of Scindias government { and every man who 
was discontented would resist, as the regultf form for 
bringing his complaint within our oognizance. * 

It is onsier to point out theso inconveuienoes than to 
propose on effectual remedy. With Holkar we have still 
to make our terms, and those 1 have proposed in another 
place would be qcito sufficient. Many of Soindia’s vil¬ 
lages were confirmed to him by the treaty of Surjee An- 
jengong ; and as he attaches (he highest importance to 
them, he will probably never consent to our ititerfering 
with them in a sufficient degree. He would, porhaps, allow 
robbers to ho pursued into them, if we arc not already 
authorized hj trusty, and by the nature of things to insist 
on it; but he would scarcely agree to submit to ourin- 
vostfgHtioo into all trsns/ers of his villages, and other im- 
p(»rUint operations of that nature which were likely tr» 
meet with a opposition, yet sorao such precaution is 
cortainly necessary. 

Many of Scindia*8 villages, however, were ceded by 
the treaty of Surjoe Anjengung, but secretly left in bis 
|K«seHsion by tbb Toishwa, who seems to have kept up 
H separate negotiation during the whole of that war. 
Those wo arc at liberty to resume; but as that proceed¬ 
ing would bo harsh, we may insist on the same terms re¬ 
garding them that are dumandod from Holkar, with the 
addition of retaining the power of resumption at pleasure, 
or we might insist on t^iug them at once and give a 
pecuniary compensation. 

A plan has been suggested by Captain Briggs, in his 
despatch, for sn exchange of territory with Scindia; and 
if the compensation there offered be not a sufficient in¬ 
ducement to him, the possessions of the Peishwa in Ne- 
maur might afford the meaus of some more satisfactory 
arrangement. 

JAGHEBRDABS. 

Tho Jagheeidars may be differently olaesed, according 
to their rdations to the old government, their standing, 
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the duties they had U> perform^ and their claims oa tka 
British OoTOuzneut, 

In the first classifisation it is necessuy to notioe 
those who posaesaed some degrSF of indepeuencej the 
relations of the others to the GoTermoent depending on 
the nature of their dnties* The Prittoe Kedhee^ the »ena- 
putty, and the eight Pardhuns, especially the Pant Su* 
cheem, together with Angria, are the whole who fsU un¬ 
der ♦•'hia description. 

THE PEITTEE NEDBEE. 

The Prittee Nedbee was origins^ the prime minister 
under the Bajah of Sattars. When the Peisbwa ac¬ 
quired that situation, ho fell into iosignifioance, but 
was allowed to retain his jagheers. As late as Bajee 
Bao’s time he had a jaghoer Talued at eighteen lacs a 
year, but the proseut nittee Kodhee, being of.a wild 
and unsettled disposition, twice rebelled against the 
Peisbwa, and was wounded, taken prisoner, and depriyed 
of the whole of tho jagbeor, bat a tract nominally yield¬ 
ing two lacs which has still beon left to him. 

raE SENAPUm . 

Tlie Senaputty was general ; ho was a Uahratta, 
though the ministers wore all Brahmins. After his un- 
succossful opposition to the ^eishwa, the bead of the 
family Sed to tho Mogul country, and the house sunk 
into complete obscurity. It still possesses a small ja- 
gheer; and the Senaputty lately thought,himself fortunate 
in forming a matrimonial connection with Semdia, whose 
low family would, in other circumstances, have rendered 
such an alliance very degrading. He now resides at 
Gwalior. 


THE EIGHT PUBDHUNS. 

The Eight Purdhuns were ministers under the Prittee 
Nedhee, as was usual in Hindoo Gh>TemiDents. Thc.se 
offioem were hereditary, and they wore all supposed to bo 

a oite equal; but they have all Mien into neglect, except 
10 Peiuwa and the Punt Sacheem. The latter has a 
territory yielding two lacs of rupees, immediately to the 
sontk and west of Poona, and extending to the Conoan. 
It contains the strong forts of Bboomp, Toong, Tekona, 
Rajghnr, Toona, and Rohera, and is now to form part 
of the Rajah of Sattara's territory. Tho Sachoem was 
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Q^er ooosidered as more t2iao a depeodsnt^ or ratber 
than a subject of the Peishwa^s ; ana as he submitted 
very early, he ought to bo seoared against any loss of 
anthority by his transf^ to the Raj&h* ' 

a 

The Pant Amnnt is the only one of the remaning six 
Pardhnns who need be mentioned; he has still a smalt 
jagheor, and as he was the first person of miy note that 
catne ini I have proposed that he shall have a peoBion 
of 5,00U mp 6 M a month in addition. 

ANGRIA. 


Angria is a Mahratta chief; he was among the earliest 
supporters of Sewajee. His family at one time possess* 
ed ^most the whole of the Concani and his ancestor was 
the principal means of estnbliabing the government of 
Raj^ Sahoo and the authority of the first Peishwa. He 
haSi however, boon reduced by gradual enoroacbmeuts 
to a very small compasSi his wh^e revonne not exceeding 
three lacs. Ho received investiture from the Peishwa 
on the Rajah’s behalf, bat was otherwise independent. 


OTHER JAQHEERDARS. 


The other Jagheerdars are divided into military chiefs» 
and MutHuddics or ministers. The military chiefs are 
either Sirdars who furnish^ a eontingeut of troops which 
they tbemsolves commands; Sclladarsi who fumtshod 
troops in the same way, bnt without the same rank; 
andPagH chiefs, who had commands in thehousohold or 
stable horse, llibre is also a claar of immediate servantA 
or dependents of the Rajahs called Hoojrant, and ano¬ 
ther of Killadars (commandants of foila belonging to 
the HogolSi who gave op their chaTge for a provision of 
this nature). 

Of these different classes a few are the heirs of old 
Jagheerdars of the Mahommedan monarch tee (for the 
custom of paying serricee by grants of lands is knovnt 
to have b^n usual with all ^e Indian governments, 
Hussulman as well as Hindoo). These old familite, 
which have survived so many revolations, have been left 
nndiminiahed by ns. The principal are Jaun RaO| 
Naik Nanbalkar of Fattonj the family of Doffty im Jut^ 
the two families of Ooorperry at Moodholi and Bailgee, 
the chief of Ramdroc^ and Neeigoond (though theee last 
were rather branches of one of the little mdependent 
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all of tbe Beejapore monarcbj). 
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These are all Mahratta escept^tbe two last, who are 
Brahmin oaurpers of a Mahratta principally. 

The next class who hold lands from the Rajah of Sat* 
tara, are all Mahrattas^ except a few miniatere. 


ipfain* 
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The third class are the Jagheerdars of the Peishwa. 
These aae ffenorally Brahmins or U^ratias of low family 
raised hj Peishwa. These deseiwe eoual considera* 
tioQ with the lastrmentionedj for though inWior in anti- 
qniy, tbef have had recent poaseesion of power^ and there* 
fore sniTor particularlj by the revolution. 


The chiefs who have claims on us, are the Eettoorka, the 
Putwardhons, and some small J^hoerdars scarcely de* 
serving of mention. Appa Dessye may be said to have 
claims, as ho was a c^tnre of oar own, and though 
Nubseqnently thrown into opposition to os by theintrignes 
of the Peishwa during the settlement with Colapore, he 
joined late, and with apparent reluctance, in the war. 


Tho Jagheerdars have been allowed to keep their lands 
with an exception in the case of Appa Oessye Our 
relations to them and to the ancient royal Jagheerdars 
have boon clearlv defined, os will appear by my reports. 
The principles adopted were to secure their services on a 
very moderate scalo; to relain the sovereignty of the 
British Government entire, bnt to interfere with thechiofa 
on extraordioary occasions only. 

With regard to the condition of the Jagheerdars, that 
of tho Patwardhuns is already sufficiently defined, and 
that of the other Jagheerdars south of the Kistna is mark¬ 
ed out with equal precision. Those under the Rajah 
of Sattam znay^ left as they stand, becanso such is the 
system that will certainly be adop^ by His Uigfauoss 
when left to his own discretion, and probably any limi¬ 
tation of their authority would, under a uativo, be more 
hurtful, in weakening toeir power to do good, than use¬ 
ful in preventing their doing harm. 

The greater Jagheerdars, to whom their personal lands 
are^now to be restored, ought, I think, daring life, to be 
left in charge of the police, in thoee villages at least which 
are near their residence; bat they ought to be appriaed 
that they are not to inflict punia^ent on serions onencci^, 
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but to send the offender to the Collector Alt oommunu 
cations with them should be made by the Collector himself, 
eTen when complaints are bronght aminst them^ and no 
judgment should be pronouncea cm their offences but by 
the Commissioner, ^e lower order ought perhaps to Ee 
put in charge of the police of their Tillages for the sake 
of efficiencyi though it is not otherwise neceesary. In all 
these oases, except the southern Jagheerdars, the regular 
police ought to he allowed a concuirent jurisdiction in the 
lands of all Jagheerdars. The offences of the order 
of Jagheerdars may be tried by the Collector, but not 
without preriouB reference to the CommisHioner. The 
same rule ought, I couceiTe, to apply to all serious cK>m* 
plaints against people of rank ; more trifling oomplajuts 
and civil suits ought to be carried on by Punchayets, or 
by the proper Enropean officers: but in sQ these cases the 
forms of civility usual among men of rank, ought to be 
substituted for the suminouH and orders of court usual in 
settled countries. Every thing in this conntry is pro¬ 
visional, and may be dterod when found inconvenient; 
but I would, if possible, maintain most of these proposed 
indulgences during the life of the present generation ; 
afterwards, all that produce real inequality maybe remov¬ 
ed, but inequality of forms must be maintaiuod as long 
as we wish to preserve inequality of ranks, unless the na¬ 
tives should bi^onie sufficiently enlightened to view these 
matters as we do in England. At present a violent 
change would be felt as oppressive by the upper daeses, 
and disapproved as unuBudt3veu by the lower. 


The country directly under our own Oovemroent is to 
be considered in* r^crence to military arrangemenlR, 
revenue, police, criminal justice, and civil justice: gene¬ 
ral and political questions will occur regarding it. 


MILITARY ARRANGEMENTS. 

Riocub Tboops. 

It is on the strength of oar military establishments 
that the tranquillity of the country and the security of 
our possession of it must principally depend ; and if the 
proposed force should seem larger than is absolutely re¬ 
quired, it must be remembered that, after so great ^ re¬ 
volution as has taken place in India, it is dangerous tco 
soon to calculate on undistorbed possession, to cease 
to be prepared for unforeseen contingencioa 
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The dotaiis of thie distribution are shown and con* 
irasted with the ]>resoot in the Appendix No. 2.* "Bj 
this arrangement the Fourth Madras Light CaTalrj and 
one battalion of infantty are returned to their own estab¬ 
lishments^ and a diminution of 1,500 is supposed in the 
nnmbors of tho Auxiliary Horse. There is an apparent 
want of caTaby to the northward; but the presence of 
that, with the force at Jaalna» sufficiently provides for 
that part of the country. Considering, however, that 
there is now no European cavaliy in &o whole of the 
Deccan, it would, I think, be expedient to send a wing 
of the Sevente^th Light Dragoons into the Con¬ 
quered Territoiy. Poona would perhaps he the most 
coovenieut station for it, as it could from thence proceed 
to any point where it was required. If it were thought 

* Xot rrintsd in ihwe Solwtioof. 
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better to have it more adv»Qoed> the oeighbouihood of 
■*”f, Colapore would be the beet station. If the Serenteen^ 

161 ft Light Dragoons be transferred to Madras, the coros, or 

w ^ y „ ^ a detscbment, being stationed with the force at Jaiilna> 
^iecoa. would make iteqo^f applicable for the purposes in 
qoeation. 

reason for conceiving the neighbourhood of Cola* 
pore to be so soitable a place for a cantonment is that 
it is in the centre of a great bank between the stations 
of Hyderabad, Bellary, Badamy, Sattara, Pootia, and 
Jaolna, and tl^t it is situated in tlto part of the oountry 
most likely to be disturbed, as well from its being the 
frontier between onr new possessions and the Nizamis, 
as from the neighbonrhood of the most turbnlent part of 
those territorios—that between Beejapore and the Neera 
on the Mahratta side, and that called Ballaghant on the 
Nusam’s. The point for a cantonment ought, if possi¬ 
ble, to be at the junction of the rivers Becma and oeena, 
with flying bridges over both rivers. With this diltri* 
hnt'ion of troops in the Conquered Territory, the main 
body of the Hyderabad SubBidiary Force at Janlna, a 
strong detachment at that capital, and the present force 
at Bellary on the one hand, and Mow, liooshingabad, 
and Nagpore on the other, tho tianquillity of the Dec- 
can appears to be eSectnslly proridod for ; the only spot 
where insnrgents conld find refngo, that latsly occupied 
by the Naiks about Naudeer, Iwing, I understand, do- 
signed for the station of a considerable part of the Ni- 
asm B force. In case of necessity an European regiment 
might be spareil from Candeish, or from the eon them 
country, and two pative battalions from the Pooua divi¬ 
sion ; bat, unless for some good r^Mson, it would not be 
advisable to remove any part of the present overwhelming 
force. A lees objoctionable saving might perhaps hero- 
after be made by placing tho whole troops on garrison 
allowBQcee and establishments, except a number equal 
to tho old subsidiary force (horse artillery, one regiment 
of cavalry, seven battalions of native infantry, and a pro¬ 
portion of foot artillery) which might remain on field 
allowances and field equipment. But before this is done, 
care ong^t to be taken to ascertain that the prices of this 
country, so much higher than those of onr former pos¬ 
sessions, win bear such a reduction, and at all events it 
ought not to be done soon, as tending to persnade the 
Sepoys dat they are the only people who lose by their 
own snooees. lire present expense is shown by the 
Statement No. 3.* 

I^oi priaUd in tbete Sclectioat. 
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FOET& 

Besides thirtf-fire forts ceded the treaty of Poona, 
the Pelshwa had a htmdred and fif^*foor at the breaking 
odt of the war. Of these a hundred and ten are within 
the ooun^ under mj charge, as are three ceded hj 
Holkar. In addition to these, ^ere are six forts held W 
the Punt Suoheem, and eight or nine by Jagheerdars. it 
is orident that these foi^ if kepi up, must bo extremely 
expensive, both in garrisonB, proTisions, and repairs; and 
if merely abandoned by us, would be liable to be occupied 
by insurgents or hill banditti, and being almost all exceed¬ 
ingly strong, might require a regular army to reduce them. 
It Boomed ^erefore necessary to destroy all that wore not 
of UBO, and four officers haye been appointed for that 
puipose. All forts that are of military or political* im¬ 
portance, or that without being formidable to our troops, 
would afford a refuge to tbo people of the country in case 
of inrasiou, are to be preserved and all the rest destroyed. 
Bv this rule almost aH the hill forts in the chain of 
Qhauts, and many in other ranges, arc to be destroyed, 
and twenty-seven have already boen doinoliahed, although 
from tho natural strength of some, and the solid masonry 
of othors, tho task is found to be partioulariy tedious and 
difficult. Even when the destruction is complotod, one 
of tho Suporintandents of hill forts must be icept up for 
a long time to make tours among the forte, ana prevent 
any of those now abandonod from being occupied or re¬ 
built. The aooomponyisg diet No. 4^ shows the forts 
captured, those destroyed, those now hold by Jagheer¬ 
dars, and those garrisoned by regulars and sebundios. 
iiome of the forts in the ghante, though useless in other 
respects, must be kept up to secure our command of the 
frontier between us and the Rajah of Sattara; on the other 
hand, several of the forts which it would be otherwise 
desirablo to retain, will require a greater expense than 
they are worth to keep thorn in repair. Dharwar and 
Belgaum are of this description j the former in particular 
is rapidly going to ruin, and if it be necessary to havo 
a permanent dep6t to ^e southward (a question which 
muat depend on the state of Bollary) in this respect it will 
be necessary to transfer it to Koosegul. 

AUXILIARY HORSE. ' 

Jlie auxiliary horse were originally seven thousand 
th^e hundred, strong, and the expense was upwards of 
forty lacs of rupees; it has ainoe bera reduced to twenty- 
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ioTi^, fliiil 1 iiftve Anbmittoil a plan for furiber re¬ 
ducing the strength to two tbonsaud five hundred, and 
tho espouse to littio more than twelve lacs. Tho priu' 
^ cipies ou which that redaction was pleknned wore oalc^« 
bdod to discharge as few soldiers hj profession as tno 
iiecossary saving would admit. 1 do not think any at* 
iompt shonld be made to bring tho horse lower, n^oss 
by tho transfer to the Nizam^ which I have suggested, 
or some similar arrangement by which the expense may 
be lessinied without throwing the men out of tomploy. 
(t may at some future peri^ be possible to turn ]>art 
of them into district horse on thirty rupees a mouth each, 
and entirely under tho civil ofilcoru; but such a cliange 
is not expedient at present. 

EXTRA HORSE. 

Resides the regular auxOiary horse there are some 
small parties who nave been entertaiued for special rea¬ 
sons ou a differunt footing. Wo8^]ee Punt Gokla was 
promised sei*vioe ou specified k^rros, on condition of his 
<|uittiQg the Poishwu during the war. 



Hurt.. 

Expense per inoescn>j 



Uttpues. 

His party is 

And the expense is 

Ram Chunder Chowilryrowuv- 

200 

8,483 

cd a similar prniniHo itnmcdU 
utclyafierthe fall of Sin^iir 

80 

2,300 

Synd Tyne, &c. 

100 

3,710 

Sbnblvmg Khan .... 

25 

780 


405 

15,273 


Tho tokd annual expense is I,S3,27C ropoes. The 
two laat were pnimisod employment by Sir John Mnl- 
c<dm for their services when Dajee Bao wag attacked 
by his mutinous troops. It is as well to keep up these 
(turtles for tho present; but when some horse can be 
•libclu&rged without bad oozkseqaences^ Wegsajeo Pont 
would, I think, be easily satisfied with a pension or ia* 
ghoer for himsolf and his brother, as would Ram Chunder 
(^howdry. Synd and Shabbang Khan, as their 

parties are compose of their countrymen (Arebs and 
Afghans), would probably not willin^y agree to tboir 
diHiniMHum, but wo are under no enguguments to ke<*p 
xUrui loni^'V ihttu «uiU* our 
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A1IXILIABY INFANTRY. 

4 

It will probably appear to His Escdlency the Most 
Kpble the Gororaor-General expedient to keep w the 
anxiliary infantry, since it is oertain, that as emoieut 
sornce conld not be obtained so cheaply by any other 
Hrrangenentf themon of the sapemiuneraTy battalion 
are entitled, by my promise to ihim on their joining onr 
troopa at a critical period, to retain all the adrantagoa 
the^ poaeeesed in the Pei^wa^e serrice, and it woold be 
inndione to treat the others with leas consideration. Tho 
rudnetions I hare lately made in the nnmber and allow* 
nncee of the ofBcers loare little snperfluona in that estab* 
lishmont, and if any of tho remaining apponitmcnts 
should hmafter bo thotight nnneceaaary, 1 would rc* 
commend that Goromnient should allow thorn to dio off 
mthoT than abolish them. Major Fonli in particular, 
njipoara to mo to hare strong claims to retain present 
situation. « 

SEBUNDIES. 


The nnmber of sebandiea at the close of the war was 
Ckbout seyenteen thousand ; it is now reduced to thirtoon 
thousand/ and the pay is twelre lacs of rupees a year. 

The distribution is shown in the annexod table No. 
These are the remains of the Peishwa’s infantry, and like* 
wise of that portion of his ca^ahy that was mounted on 
horses bolongiug to others. 

1 applied to the gentlemen in charge of districts, in 
eloimaiy last, on tho subject of tho expediency of rodne* 
tioDS in this branch of ezponditoro; they all agreed that 
no sudden redaction in the numbers was at all ^pedient. 
Captain Briggs offered a Tery jadicions soggeetiou re* 
guiding a diminution in tho rates of pay, and proposed 
one in the numbers also within his disMct, provided part 
were rendered more of&cicnt by discipline. As the {wn, 
however, did not appear to me calculated to suit the class 
of porsons cxclusiyoly military, for whom it is onr chief 
object to provide, I did not sanction ita adoption. 

At a subsequent period 1 contemplatod providing for 
tho sebondios, by grants of land, on the condition of oc¬ 
casional service; and as a militia of this sort was most 
wanted in Canddsb, I reqnested Captain Briggs to at¬ 
tempt the plan. The experiment probably failed, owing 
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fiepori of tlM to tbo high rfttos of and I have now adopted an ar* 
^0^ rangemont for discha^ing all cnltivatow, redncmg the 
ISI 9 / W of the oUier sobondiee^ and institntiDg a militia 

»-of the kind aboTO described^ which U more likelj {o 

be BQCceasfnl. If it ehonld be eo, it will be attend¬ 
ed with the advantagee of eetabliBhiBg, at a email ex* 
spenBOj a powerful auxiliary to the police, of inoreaamg 
cdltiration and population and ultimately oi eetabliahing 
a body of email proprioton, wboeo induetry and ci^ital 
will pai^ employed on lands that contribak) to the 
revenue. Tub immodiate advantage of tho whole plan 
will bo a reduction, which, combined with tho transfer 
of three thoneand s^ondtes to tho Bajab, will probably 
amonut to four laes of mpeee. 


BNAMS AND OTHER ALIENATION OP 

THE REVENUE. 

TIioso arc all tho receipts. Tho jaghoers have boon' 
montionod in another place, and^the onclos^ Statement 
No. 9* will ehow the whole of tho other olicnatione of 
the loto and former govemmonts which have boon oon- 
firmed by oars. It oontains a Statement of the Eoams 
or gran to, gen orally of lands or rather Govern moot 
share of the produce of land, including, however, in some 
instances, when tho eztont is small, the Uecrasoe or pr<»- 
priotary right also. It like wise shows all the other 
classes of granto and assignments on the revenue, whe¬ 
ther to temples, to Mahommedan and Hindoo roligioDLSts, 
or to socuh^ persons who had claims on tho former Gov¬ 
ern mont ; this class, however, is comfiarativoly small. 

The explanations annexed to tho bst sufficiently show 
tho nature of oach assignmeni; tho whole amount of those; 
granto, inclnding those within tho jaghcers of the Put- 
wnrduns (which amount to 132,787,) is 2,488,152, and 
thoso within the lands immediately managed by Govern¬ 
ment amount to 2,283,8G5 rupees. 


It having boon promised by*tho proclamation of Sattora 
that all Knams were to be continu^, tho Collectors were 
authorised to confinu thoso of all persons who should 
make their snbmissinn before a certam day fixed by pro¬ 
clamations, and Bubsoqnentlj all Enams woro confirmed, 
even th(»e of persons who had failed to make their sub- 
mission. Although it is probable that mmiy lands are 
hold without authority under this denomination, H did 
not seem expedient to excite alarm by a scrutiny of the 
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fceniirej before the mliabitante bed acqoirod coefidenoe 
ia our jtistice and moderation* I, bowoTorj fixed roleB 
for determining on all claims that might be quettioned, 
those rules may hereafter be ^plied more corten* 
arrely, especially when a anrrey shall hare been com* 
monc^ on. The principle of those roles is to oonfirm 
all Enams held op to the war^ if granted by the Peiahwa, 
or those of great officers whom he entroated with higher 
powers, to resnxno all granted by inferior offioor sinco 
1803, and all. granted by Patails within the last thirty 

{ oars, unless anthoriaed or admitted in acooonts by the 
’eishwa ; and to restore all resumed in tbo same onanthor* 
ised manner since 1808. The roles rogarding the other 
assignments were as nearly on the same prinoij^aa as tho 
different nature of the case admitted of. ^oy woro 
calculated also to guard against any becoming horoditary 
which were not so by their own nature, or tho proctioo of 
tlio Maliratta Government as oonfirmod in tho ])rocIa- 
inatiun of Sattara.* 


PENSIONS* 

T colcnlatoil in my letter No* 78 that tho rowaixla to 
the Piitwiirduns and other adherents would amount to 
five lacs of rupees, and tho ponsious U> four lacs moro. 
1 am happy to say that tlio rewards in lands do not ez- 
c<\ed one 1^, and that the pensions, including those to 
adhoronte, will not ozcood three. Tho enclosed paper 
No. lit shows the amounb and the classes on whom 
they are conferred. 

DUFTEB, OB REVENUE RECORDS OP 
THE PEISHWAE GOVERNMENT* 

In ordor to guard against fraudalont alienations, 
well as to acquire a knowledge of tho resouroes of tho 
country, which rather than the realisation of an imme¬ 
diate revenue, I consider to bo qpr principal bnsineas for 
the first year or two, I took early moasares to seouro the 
possession of any information that might have been in tho 
hands of tbo Native Government For this puiposo I 
sent for tho prineijMd personB of the Pdshwa's anftor 
from the places to which they had retired, and employed 
thorn to collect tho records; I afterwards incroased tho 
establish mem t, and put it under tho particular dirooiion 
of ^r* Mc^Donnell, with tho assist^co of Lieutenant 


* The Buica <m thete tahjecla aro eoRtaioftd in lay cimUr Uttsn 
6hMi t9ih March, sod JOib aad 24ih daJy 1819. 
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Mc'Lcod^ of tli£ Bomb&y Eoginoors^wliodo knowMgo o( 
the Mahiaita Ungu^fo poc^lWly qualified him tor such 
a task. 

I also called on thaCk)Ueeton> in July 1818, to use 
every ondeayour to seenre the accounts of each yilUgo 
for ten years preceding our occupation of the country. 
Infinite difficulty was met with in procuring those papers^ 
and it was soon found that little retiauco was to be placed 
OR them when procurod; tho attontdon of the ColJectors 
is, however, still directed to that object, and th# papers* 
tboy proenro will be of groat value, from tho mutual 
chock between them and the dufter records. 

Tho latter papers, however, though by no means free* 
from the same faults as the village accounts, are those on 
whieffi we may probably, for the present at least, depend 
the most, and th^ have now been fully examined, and 
have received a form suited to increase ueir utility. Nu* 
morons accounU, classed according to tho present divi- 
sioD of the country into districts, lave already been issued 
to the Collectors to facilitate their local investigations. 
The account of the jagheers before alluded to, has been 
drawn up, and complete lists of the various alienations of 
the revenue, arranged according to the districts, have also 
been transmitted to the Collectore. Other researches and 
arran^ments are still continued, and notwithstanding 
tho fmsification of mauv of the old accounts before their 
transmisBion to the dumr, I ontortain hopes that it will 
afford us an assistance in developing the rusources of tho 
country, which wo havo soldom enjoyed in ai^ now ac- 
quirition. Tho onclosod paper No. 12,* by Lieutenant 
Mc^Lood, fully explains tho nature of tho dufter, and tho 
arrangements that have bocu occomplishod in it. 

TOTAL AMOUNT OF THE REVENUE. 

The enclosed statemofLts* show tho total amount of our 
collections, and will afford an opportunity of comparing 
them with those of Bajeo Kao, and of conjecturing their 
probablo amount hereuter. 

No. IS* shows the whole of the territory possessed by 
the Peiahwa in Fusly 1225, a.n. 1816 (provioas to tho 
treaty of Poona), including Setanjaxns and alienations of 
all lands. It likewise shows the subsequent allotment of 
those territories. The folloiring is an abstract of that 
document i— 

* Kul in ihoae 

4 




No. 14* shows the whole of the cooqaerod terriior; 
t\ii possessed bf the British Government in 1818 and 
IS19. This differs from the above by the deduction of 
the cessions of Poona and of the royenno now given up 
to the Nisam^ and by the addition of the cessions from 
I [olkai*. The following is an abstmet of that document:— 


Government Collec¬ 
tions. 

Sersejama 

1 

Total. 

KuiSsL 

Culleo- 

tiona 

1 

KudsL I 

1 

CqUoo> I 
tiona 

EornsL 

CoUee* 

tiont. 

I.OS.I.H.OSS 

‘so. 2 i.inu 

SS.20.000 1 

21.«).S4I 

l.76.42.6»3 l).n.ra.40l 


Bmori <yl ti» 
Hon. M. 

•kmt, 25Ui Oot. 
Idle. 


Hkccun. 


|>riuU*d ill thvw Srrk'vtioB*. 
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Boport of tlM 
Hon. M. Elphift' 
•tone. 25th Oot 
iai9. 


DeceoA. 


No. K* hhows in one riow tho Mahrotta collections iu 
1816, tboso <d the British Goyenunoat in 1618 end 1819, 
au<l thosoof tho most prosperous times ever known in 
oech district There may bo some inaccuracy in &q co¬ 
lumn ior 1616, bat the compaiison is correct for the pre¬ 
sent purpose. The following is an abstract of th is do¬ 
cument 



No. 16* is a Btatemont of what our rerenue will 1^ 
after the arrangements now in progress shall be cotn- 
ploted, by the cessions to the Bajah of Sattara, and tho 
restoration of the personal jagheers. In these statemeots 
I baye inserted the net coUections of the Southern Con- 
can and Oolpar, because, thoogl^ under the Goyenunent 
of Bombay, they are part of the recent conquests, and 
because the expenses occasioned by the destruction of 
thoir goyernmeut, are met by the amngemonts here, as 
much as tho expenses of tho same nature belonging to 
the other proyinccs. 

It will appear by those statomonts that our colleotioDS 
fall considerably uort of Bajce Rao's. Thore aro yari- 
ous reasons for this decrease; the principal* is the oyer- 
exaction of former years,^ which would probably have 
occasioned a defalcation, even if the country La3 remain¬ 
ed under tho Poiahwa. Another cause is the badness of 
tho year in some placoe, the crops in the Carnatic haying 
siiiTerod by flood, and failed in the frontier towards the 
Nizamis to such a degree as to occasion apprehensions 
of a famine; the ravines of the epidemic, onu the alarm 
it excitod among the inhabitants, have likewise interfered 
with tho cultivatinu. Our inexperience also, and our 
ignorance of the real sources of toe revenuo, has doubt¬ 
less led to great loss; bat the grand causes of the small¬ 
ness of our receipts has been the abolition of odious ex¬ 
actions, and our anxiety that tho assessment should be 
light. 


EECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 

COMPARED. 


To enable Goveroment to contrast the receipts with 
tho disbursements, and to show exactly the 
fects of this conquest, I have the honour to enclose a Stato- 


ikot }»rbt«d is tbew ikloctivui. 
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tnent No. 17* exhibiting the ectu^ receipts and die- 
bursemente for the lest yw, and azK>ther No. 18^ ex- 2Sa. 
hibitiDff the recedpte end disWsements es they wiD stand ishT 
at the o^iiming of Jennary 1820, when the projected 
meiona shell heve taken place, and the intended radno- 
lions here had fall effect. In ^eae 8tateiz>entB I here 
inserted tiie expenses of the enxilienee, end here taken 
credit for the cessions meent to defray those expenses. 

1 hare also dedncted. each militaiy and other expenses as 
• would ^ere occarred had no war taken ple^. Any 
other war of proceeding wotdd here giren e fellacious 
riew of uio effect of this conquest on onr finances. 

The expenses for the past year fell short of the receipts 
•4y tnoro then nine lees and e half of rupees; end the 
balance in the immodistely snoceeding year, after the 
present aJTangomcnts shall here boon eompleted, will be 
upwards of twenty-four lacs. I beg it may be particu¬ 
larly obsorred that U^is last statement is giren to, show 
how the rerennes and expenses will stand after the pre¬ 
sent reductions are completed, and is not to be reckoned 
on 08 on estimate of onr immediate receipts. Between 
tho month of May 1818, when tbo first statement ends, 
mid January 1820 when the other begins, there will 
Iki many hoary expenses; tho donation to tho troops, the 
(^tnpensatiou for losses by the war, and the presorts to 
tho discharged auxiliaries, will much exceed the rero- 
mios for tho same eight months, and carry a balance 
against us into tho year 18^0, amounting to, at least, 
ftoven lacs uf rupees. 


PROBABLE AUGMENTATION OF THE 

RESOURCES. • 

It is soldoin safe to calculate on the state of things at 
a remote period; yet there arc some improremonts in our 
situation tliat cati scarcely fail to toko effect, unloas we 
are vii^ited by plague, himine, war, or general insuirec- 
tion. If those scourges be averted, we may safely oal- 
cnlatc on tho following improroments in the coarse of < he 
uQxt ten years. 

Considering tho incomo derived from this territory 
by Bajoe Roo under a very bad rovonuo system, we 
iiiigTit reasonably reckon on on increase of Tevuneo, even 
if no improrement wero to take place in the cultivation. 
On the otlier hand, the great capability of the ponntrj, 
tho great quantity of additional land that boa already b^n 
brought under tho plongh, the strong srasatiou that has 




* Not printed in tboM 8«locti<A«. 
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appeared raone the ICeesMdMt indicati?e ef the in« 
oreeaing yalee ol that eori of proper^i and Ihe wuseroue 
^plications for Istara Coiri^ jnsiify os in expec ting a 
considerable addition to the rerenoe frm the improre* 
mont of the state of agricnltore^ The nearest territory 
to this (the Ceded Kstaricts) increased in eig^ years 
from twelve laoe of pagodas to eighteen, $m withont 
sentnring to aoticipate a similar sngmentation here (the 
amonnt of which ooold be upwards of twenty^aevco kos 
of rapees), we may fairly expect an addition of ^ laca* 
of rapees in ten year% even snpposing the diftricts now 
under Bombay to remain as thev are. In t his improTe* 
znent I hare not mentioned ^le nlling in of jigbeers, nor 
shall I in the redactions mention the expiring ^ pensions^, 
yet these are funds from which a good deal may be ez* 
pected. The amonnt of pecuniary pension amd land held 
daring pleasore will hare proved enormcms; bnt that is 
in reauty one of the greatest advantages which this ter* 
ritory presentSi since that mode of rewarding services 
has prevented the great alienatibns of land iSMt would 
otherwise have uikeii place. In the Ceded Distrioto 
the amonnt of revenue thas irre^evably lost to Govern* 
ment is equal to the amonnt that remains; here it is only 
a seventh or an eighth. On the otiier hand, we may rely 
with certainty on most of the following reductions:— 

The commission, now estimated at four lacs, one of 
which may be permanent, bot three most cerUonly be 
reduced. 


The civil ezpeneee are now reckoned at twenty-five 
per cant.; they may oertainly be brou^t down to twelve 
per cent, in ten years, which will give a saving of seven 
lacs of rupees a year. 


The Sebundies might in that time, doabiless, be re* 
ducad from eight to four lacs of mpees, and a still great¬ 
er reduction might take place among the atzziliaries. 
If anything considerable is now obtwed from the Ni- 
sam, it may at once be pnt down among toe improve- 
meniB in our income } but if he only pay toe 2,80,000 es¬ 
timated in the statement, he may at least be expected 
to take 1,000 of our horse into pay. Ten years win sure¬ 
ly afford opportanities for transferring, redndng, or 
otherwise providing for the greater portion of the ^ 
maining 1,500 horse, ^id this, with reductions in the in* 
fantiy, will bring down the expenses from seventeen^ lacs 
toAve. 


In ten years toe whole of the troops msy be placed on 
garrison allowances, and all extra expenses done away; 
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bot eten if it w«re ttiU necwuj tp kdq) 4 fcffoe to B^ortof tto 
the old rabddiarjr foroe (wren btokKom <d infuitEy, witk 
4reguzmt of cml^ ud borte artOItty, on field ellcw* 

Aneet and efttablubnent), tbe mfing wonld be ntiB — v— 

16,00,000* 

The whole amount of theae improvementa, aa abown 
by the atatement in the margin,* is Sftj^two laoa of nx* 
peea, and it pTea, I conceiTe, a very moderate idea of 
the Talue* of uiia territory. The whole of these calcola- 
laona art made on the aappoaition of the utmost modora* 
tion, both in inoreasme the rerenue mid leeeening the 
expenditure. Too* mu^ eafferueaa in either will, I am 
peieoaded, be found more aaverse to real eomiomy thf^ 

^an the opposite error. 


D£FB0V£M£NT8 SUGGESTED* 


I will now mention a few alterations that I thinh» might 
be ondertaken, eome imfuediately, and othen at a more 
distant period. 

The dmaioni under Uamulntdara may be increased in 
size as they become acqaainted with the country, and 
with this I would recommend a oonai<?erable addition to 
their pay ; this is not only adrisable to secure their honesty, 
but to keep up a respectable class educated for tom 
duty. 

The district of Poona may be greatly extended by an 
addition from Ahmednnggor, and the Sub-GcUector in 
Oungterry, with his establishment, may be done away. 
Both the Snb^GoUectors of the Carnatio may likewise la 
time be dispensed with, one in aU probability immediately. 


Great retrenehments are to be made in tbe Tillage ex* 
pensea^ not blindly, but by ftTmmming the chafes in 
good times, and ascertaining the real interest and wishes 
of the Byota regarding all that are not in thcdr nature 
fixed. Oare should b^e taken in tiiis operation not to 

trench too mneh on the infinence and consequence of the 

^ .. ^ --- . -- 

* li n ptoy<m€at ia th« maaue.Bap«M 10,00,000 

C«auDiM>oa aboliilMd . 3,00,000 

CiriJ ezpsaMi ... 7,0(^000 

a^QZMiMt diichAMee ... 4,00,000 

. AuziUtfiM ditto .1%00,000 

Sisfiaf u oxtra wpoasM itt raaolar troop* . 16,0(^00 

Total ssTisg finpeei 32,00,000 
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Keport of th« 
H<tt. H. Elplua- 
itoM, 25^ Ooi. 






Patail. It ought to be remeisbered that he is the 
stose of the TiSage system on which so much depends. 

A sarroy of the Un^ onght to be undertaken as soon 
as the ncople haTe sufficient confidence in ns not to bo 



No opportnnity should be spared to consolidate lands^ 
and to do away the Uahratta system of Umols^ or money 
collections^ allotted to one man in a village belonging to 
another or to GoTorament. The consent of tha owners 
ehoold bo obtained to this, as should that of Dais- 
mooks, Ao.| torelinuoish their vexations claims on vil* 
lagee for portions oi the revonne and petty payments in 
kind. This, however, will bo difficult to accomplish wilhk 
the good will of the owners, and it ought not to be ox^ 
tended to watebmon and others, whoso officiency depends 
on this mode of payment. 


The custom may perhaps be regulated irith profit both 
to Oovemmont and tbo subject « 

The oomplJeatod coUoctions of taxes, called Scwaee 
Jumma, may perhaps be improvod. No source of reve¬ 
nue shonld be given np till it is well understood, and 
care most be t^on not to abolish a tax which roaches a 
portion of the community, on whom, though proper ob« 
jects for taxation, no other imposts may fall, ^or ought 
taxes to bo abolished until it is certedu no others will be 
required, as the odium of imposing ono might }>o coin- 
pensatud by tho abolition if tno other. But with iheKO 
reservations, many branch^ of tho Sowaco Jnmma may 
perhaps bo abolished, and the others consolidated bo as to 
give less troable*to the Collectors, loss vexation to the 
Ryots, and less opportnnity of fraud to tho under-agonts. 


As tho population increased^ tanks and cmbankuiciits 
on rivers may be thought of with advant^, and trade 
with tho revenue dependent on it may bo incrofisod by 
improving the roads. But the greatest of all improve* 
mentg would be wiy alteration which would ameliorate 
the condition of Lho I^ots. A considcrablo portion of 
that class arc already Sfeerasdars, who are observed U) 
be inoch more respectable people than tho other inhabit¬ 
ants : the most natnral improvement, therefore, seems to 
be to bring the others to the same situation. A full and 
carefd examination of the real advantages of a Moo- 
lasdar might perhaps point ont some means of incroas* 
ing the clase that I am not now aware of; bat if, wfien 
the snrvoy is completed and the assessmentfonue^i on it, 
the Govenuuont wore to fix its shore at one-third of the 
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producei as recommended b; General Mnnro in the case 
of the Ceded Districta^ inst^ of one*balf as is ofoal at 
presentj it seema certain that all the onltirated land 
would become saloablo^ and all die Bjota might be made 
Ueerasdars. The nltimate profit hy this pboj eren in 
a pecuniaiy point of riew^ is well bown, ^d 1 do not 
think that an; immediate loes would occur toprovontthe 
realization of the prospect 1 have held ont of an increase 
of ten lace in ten years. That earn is itself moch nnder 
jwhat xn^ be ei^eOted from mere increase of oaldratioiii 
and oar inquries before and daring the eurvoy will pro¬ 
bably bring to light concealed enltiTation and frandment 
alienation, Hofficient to gotot any diminution which the 
4 ;pmiBBioD may cansa in the rerenoo.^ 


Report of tbo 
Hoa. M. Elphia- 
itoae, 26tk Oct. 
1S19. 

*- -- — 

T 

Z^ooeoa. 


* Sinoe this roport ww written, 1 bsTo roeeived Mr. Choplio’i 

iumnttiHiody report, <UtoiV.. 1 beg leave to refer to it for the 

lullent end muet correct iofonnetiun dd the eubjaci 1 heve*treated 
on, aud maoy othon eooAOcted with reve&De. 
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